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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 
ABERDEEN CORPORATION are inviting applications for 


the post of City Architect. 
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THE WINNING DESIGNS in the European and Canadian 
sections of the Canadian House Competition are illustrated 


together with designs awarded honourable mentions. 


p. 1061 


A REPORT placed before the Architects’ Registration Council 
last week stated that an offence would be committed by anyone 
practising or carrying on business under the style “ assistant 


architect’ and not registered under the principal Act. 


p. 1073 


A REVIEW of the fourth Mechanical Handling Exhibition 
at present being held at Olympia, London, appears on p. 1077 


A STATEMENT that there is ‘no necessary or immediate 
connection between the Bank Rate and the rates paid and 
charged by building societies’? has been made by the Building 

p. 1078 


Societies’ Association. 


THE LIVERPOOL REGIONAL FEDERATION of Building 
Trades Employers has replied to the recent attack by the chair- 
man of Bootle Housing Committee on builders and contractors 
engaged in building operations for Bootle Corporation. p. 1079 


MR. G. W. GROSVENOR, president, NFBTE, has described 
the claim of the Amalgamated Society of Woodworkers for 
an increase of 9d. per hour as more unrealistic than the previous 


one because it ignored the recent increase of 14d. 


p. 1079 


PROGRESS IN BUILDING RESEARCH 


TH recently published report of the Department of 

Scientific and Industrial Research—extracts from which 
are given on another page—is a useful reminder of the wide 
range of research into building and constructional problems 
which is carried out by the Government. The principal 
agency for this purpose is the Building Research Station, but 
the Forest Products Research Laboratory and the Road 
Research Laboratory also carry out a good deal of research 
of importance to the building and civil engineering industries. 
To a lesser extent some of the other DSIR laboratories carry 
out work of interest to the building industry—the Fire 
Research Station, for instance, co-operates with the BRS 
in experimental work on the fire resistance of the elements of 
building construction, and this experimental work is providing 
basic information which is being assimilated into modern 
practice. 

The success of a research programme cannot be judged 
solely by its short-term results, but it is clear from this latest 
report of the DSIR’s activities that much work of immediate 
practical value is being done. The BRS and the Forest 
Products Research Laboratory, for instance, have been co- 
operating in work on the problems of dry-rot, and small- 
scale tests have already demonstrated the value of zinc 
oxychloride paints or plasters in checking the spread of dry- 
rot. It is hardly necessary to emphasise the value of these 
findings to all classes of building owner, but they should be of 
special value at the present time when local authorities are 
about to start on their campaign of “ soleing and heeling ” 
the slums. There would appear to be a useful field for co- 
operation between the two research stations and the local 
authorities in observing the results of applying zinc oxy- 
chloride and similar preparations under actual working 
conditions. 

Another instance of work of practical and immediate value 
comes from the Road Research Laboratory, where the 
construction of road foundations with cement-stabilised soil 
is continuing to receive attention. The local authorities using 
this process and the Laboratory have pooled their experience 
in preparing several publications, notably Road Note No. 15, 
“* Specifications for the construction of housing estate roads 
using soil cement,” and a British Standard Specification, 
“‘ Methods of test for stabilised soils.” The Laboratory have 
also developed a soil-boring machine which has great potenti- 
alities ; designed, apparently, for testing sub-soils in connec- 
tion with the construction of roads and airfields, it is proving 
of value for boring short piles in clay and for the erection of 
transmission line poles. 

The efforts of these Government research organisations are 
by no means confined to research and development. An 
important feature of their work is the advisory services which 
they provide. For instance, in the twelve months ended 
September 30 last, the BRS alone dealt with over 10,000 
inquiries on building problems by letter or phone, together 
with an approximately equal number of requests for sources 
of information or copies of publications. The advisory 
services of the Forest Products Research Laboratory include 
the testing of timbers—a feature of especial value at the 
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present time when many new timbers are coming on to the 
market. In view of the continuing interest displayed in this 
country in colonial timbers, the Laboratory have published a 
key to enable importers and users to make their own identifica- 
tions. The Laboratory hope that the use of this key will 
lead to some decrease in the number of specimens sent to 
them for identification, since the volume of advisory work is 
now so great that it has restricted the carrying out of longer- 
term projects. 

It would indeed be regrettable if the work of the Forest 
Products Research Laboratory or of any of the other DSIR 
agencies in advising industry were to prevent them from 
giving proper attention to the fundamental research without 
which both development and information services must 
ultimately peter out. This danger draws attention once again 
to the desirability of the industry establishing its own organisa- 
tion which could relieve the governmental agencies of some of 
their present work. The building industry puts not a penny 
into the work of these agencies, and it could be no hardship 
to the industry to take a more active and responsible part in 
providing research and information services. Such a move 
would be in the interests of the industry itself. 


THE AGEING WORKER IN THE 


INDUSTRY 


THE publication by the Nuffield Foundation* of the results 

of an inquiry recently undertaken among a group of 
ageing building workers must be recognised as a matter of 
considerable long-term importance to the industry. It 
undoubtedly opens the gate upon a very large field of investi- 
gation into some of the social factors affecting employment 
which have so far enjoyed little, if any, serious attention or 
examination. Mr. F. Le Gros Clark, in the course of his 
detailed study of some 320 individual building maintenance 
workers in the employ of the London County Council, has had 
an unusual opportunity of investigating and broadly analysing 
the medical and other causes which lead ageing craftsmen and 





* The Later Working Life in the Building Industry—A study of 320 Ageing 
Maintenance Workers, by Le Gros Clark, MA. Published by the Nuffield 
Foundation, Nuffield Lodge, Regents Park, London, NW1. 


THE BUILDER 






June 18 1954 





He rightly points. 
out that his findings must be recognised as only a prelude to 
planning and establishing a working method for conducting 
further inquiries, but from the study so far undertaken, 
certain fundamental aspects of human wastage in industry 


labourers to leave the building force. 


emerge. Extracts from his study are on another page. 

It will certainly be some considerable time before adequate: 
and reliable data can be assembled to determine the habit- 
pattern of the various groups of workers in the buildin 
industry, but it is evident that the results of carefully planned 
social studies in industry will become increasingly important 
in resolving the critical problem of reducing industrial human 
expenditure to a minimum. 

The post-war period of almost continuous full employment 
has thrown up an entirely new set of social and economic 
circumstances which require to be recognised and understood 
far more clearly so that policies can be determined and 
adopted to make the optimum use of available man-power. 

In this island country, where our standards of life are 
wholly dependent upon our ability and capacity to sustain a 
higher rate of industrial production, and where the expectation 
of life of the community is continually lengthening and 
adding to the non-productive section of the population, the 
deployment of our limited labour force and its most effective 
use from the national standpoint has to be studied in a way 
never before considered necessary in peace-time. 

It must be obvious that further detailed research into 
these social and human problems will have a definite impact 
upon the future structure of industrial employment, and may 
well lead to suitable opportunities being found for ageing and 
infirm workers to be redeployed. In this way they will 
continue to make a valuable contribution to production but 
upon a reduced scale, without undue fatigue or further ill- 
effect upon health and they will reach retirement by a gradual 
process which must be considered more desirable than the 
present abrupt method. 

Both Mr. Le Gros Clark and the Nuffield Foundation are 
to be warmly congratulated upon their initiative in under- 
taking these important basic studies of the social and humani- 
tarian factors affecting employment. 





CPRE ANNUAL REPORT 


report of the Council for the Preservation 





NOTES & NEW 


METROPOLITAN PUBLIC 
GARDENS 


hare question ‘‘ When is a tree danger- 
ous?” to which the recent felling 
operations of the MOW in Kensington- 
gardens have given a topical interest, is 
answered in an article in the annual report 
of the Metropolitan Public Gardens Associ- 
ation, issued from Denison House, 296, 
Vauxhall Bridge-road, London, SW1. 
Briefly, it is ““ when, due to disease, damage 
or old age, all or part of it may blow or fall 
over and be likely to endanger life or prop- 
erty.” The article explains clearly how to 
judge the condition of a tree and what to 
do to preserve it if it is worth preservation. 
In addition to some useful notes on Urban 
Planting and other subjects, the report 
contains some excellent photographic 
illustrations of gardens laid out or restored 
by the Association, notably the beautiful 
little paved garden of St. Andrew’s, 
Holborn Viaduct, and the Savoy Chapel 
garth. 























ARCHITECT’S ESTATE 


Mr. F. W. H. Lee, of Lowberry-close, 
Ashow, Kenilworth, architect, left estate 
of £19,681. 













‘THE CONSTANT peril which threatens 
the relics of natural beauty and historic 
interest left to this country and the eternal 
vigilance which is the only means of 
ensuring the safety of even this remnant ”’ 
is the theme of the twenty-eighth annual 


of Rural England, just issued from 
4, Hobart Place, London, SW1. This 
records some hundreds of matters which 
have engaged the attention of the Council 
during the past year, ranging from 
advertisement control to water under- 





GATEWAY HOUSE, CITY. Seen above is a perspective of this seven-storey 
building which is now under construction on a site to the east of St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
The design—by Messrs. Trehearne and Norman, Preston & Partners— was approved 


by the Court of Common Council and the Royal Fine Art Commission. 
be in Portland stone offset above by bricks. 


The base will 
The top floor will be faced almost entirely 


with glass. The developers and builders are Messrs. Trollope and Colls, Ltd. 
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takings. Often the Council has succeeded 
in its representations, and it would be more 
successful if it had fuller support. It is 
good to note that a London branch has 
been set up and held its first annual 
meeting under the presidency of the Lord 
Mayor, for “‘ preservation ”’ involves much 
that is not strictly “ rural ’’—litter, for 
example, is a general affliction—and it is 
the town that is the source of most rural 
problems. More power to the elbow of 
the CPRE. 


AN ANSWER TO VANDALISM 


THE PROTECTION of amenities against 
yandalism and thoughtlessness by children 
and others is a serious problem in many 
towns to-day, but that much can be done 
to alleviate it by an imaginative approach 
is shown by the experience of Harlow 
New Town, whose record in this matter 
is said to be excellent. From the outset 
the Development Corporation, which 
has planted nearly 100,000 new trees and 
shrubs, realised the necessity of obtaining 
the children’s co-operation in this matter, 
and now, as part of the work, a new chil- 
dren’s organisation, the Park and Forest 
Rangers, has been launched with Mr. Peter 
Scott, the naturalist, as its first president. 

An illustrated booklet, ‘“‘ Out of Doors,”’ 
has been issued to every child in Harlow 
which, besides setting out a ‘“‘ country 
code,” contains an application and prom- 
ise form on which the children undertake 
to do their best to protect the trees, birds 
and animals from harm. Children making 
the promise, after paying a membership 
fee of 3d., receive a badge and certificate 
embodying the town’s coat-of-arms and 
the Ranger’s promise. 


NATIONAL PARK WEEK 


Tue Council for the Promotion of 
Field Studies, in collaboration with the 
Pembrokeshire National Park Committee 
and with the support of the National Parks 
Commission, have arranged a National 
Park Week at the Dale Fort Field Centre, 
Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, from 
August 18 to 25. The aim is to spread 
knowledge of the Pembroke Coast as a 
National Park, and of its flora, fauna, and 
ancient monuments. Enrolments for the 
week’s study course are invited. Full 
details may be obtained from the Warden 
at the Dale Fort Field Centre or the Clerk 
of the County Council, Council Offices, 
Haverfordwest. "The number of vacancies 
is limited and reservations should be made 
before May 30. 


STAFF DIFFICULTIES 


“Starr changes on the technical side 
of the department have been numerous 
and the delays and difficulties in obtaining 
suitable replacements of senior assistants 
have had an adverse effect upon the output 
of all sections of the department,” states 
Mr. J. Nelson Meredith, FRIBA, City 


| Architect of Bristol, in his report for the 


Past 18 months presented to Bristol City 
Council on June 15. He adds that it is 


} ilteresting to note that of the present 


staff of 142, only 12 have been with the 
department since 1944. 

The City Architect gives the cost of 
the department for the period under review 


| as £147,521 and the aggregate amount paid 
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out to contractors for building during the 
same period as £4,328,966. The latter 
figure, he points out, represents only 
works which have reached the building 
stage. 

Shortages of materials have caused 
delay, says Mr. Meredith, but the position 
generally is easier than at any time since 
the war. 


ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE 


NEXT YEAR St. John’s College, Oxford, 
will celebrate the fourth centenary of its 
foundation by Sir Thomas White. 'To 
mark the occasion, the governing body of 
the College has it in mind to replace the 
present gravel surface, inconvenient as 
well as unsightly, of the original quad- 
rangle of the College with grass, cobbles, 
and stone, and has invited Sir Edward 
Maufe, RA, to prepare a plan. 

The College has long wished to do for 
this quadrangle. what was done for the 
Canterbury Quadrangle in 1936. This 
will permanently enhance the beauty of 
the College buildings. The cost is esti- 
mated to be about £6,000, towards which 
a gift of £1,000 has already been received. 
It is hoped that work will begin this 
summer and will be completed in time for 
the celebrations in June, 1955. 


PRIZE ESSAY COMPETITIONS 


A NUMBER of prize essay competitions 
are announced by the Royal Sanitary 
Institute for which cash prizes will be 
awarded. "The John Edward Worth Prize 
is to be awarded for the best essay on 
“The Advantages and Disadvantages in 
the use of Alternative Materials as Sub- 
stitutes for "Traditional Materials in 
Building Construction, Sanitary Appli- 
ances and Fittings.”” 'The award of £70 
is to be used for the study of domestic 
sanitary science in Europe. The John 
S. Owens Prize is to be awarded for an 
essay on ‘‘ Modern Practices in the 
Conservation of Heat, with special refer- 
ence to Smokeless Fuel Appliances.” 
The prize will consist of 20 guineas. 
Closing date, December 31. Details from 
the Secretary, at 90, Buckingham Palace- 
road, London, SW1. 


NEW HOUSING SCHEMES 


DetaILs of two new housing schemes 
which are being undertaken by the 
Peabody Donation Fund are given in the 
Fund’s 89th annual report which has now 
been published. Both schemes are in the 
Finsbury area. One at Roscoe-street 
estate, upon which work will shortly start, 
will comprise 192 flats and will cost in the 


=a 








COMING EVENTS 
MONDAY, JUNE 21 

BRITISH ROAD FEDERATION.—‘ Development of a 
Modern Highway System,’’ by Mr. D. C. Greer, Royal 
Empire Society (entrance in Craven-street, WC2). 
6 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23 

RIBA.—Travelling exhibition, “* Home and 
Surroundings.’’ Northern Architectural Association, 
6, Higham-place, Newcastle upon Tyne. Continuing 
until July 7. 

AA.—Dinner followed by a talk by Mr. Denys 
Lasdun, MBE, FRiBA, on ‘‘ Impressions of American 
Architecture.’’ 34, Bedford-square, WC1. Dinner, 
7p.m. Meeting, 8 p.m. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 24 


TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE.—AGM. 
Hall, Broadway, Westminster. 5.15 p.m. 


Livingstone 
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region of £600,000. The other project at 
Whitecross-street estate is already in 
progress and consists of eight flats and 
eight maisonettes in two adjacent four- 
storey blocks on the site of three war- 
destroyed blocks on this estate. The total 
cost in this case is estimated at £45,000. 

The report states that several improve- 
ment schemes were completed during last 
year. The number of separate dwellings 
provided for the poor of London was 
8,074 in 1939. ‘The Fund now owns 
7,306 dwellings. 


NEW ZEALAND HQ 


PRoFessoR Ropert H. MaAtTHEw, 
CBE, ARIBA, joint designer of the Royal 
Festival Hall, has accepted an invitation 
to prepare designs for the £1m. New Zea- 
land Government offices, in London, to 
be built on the site of the Carlton Hotel. 
This was stated at New Zealand House 
on Tuesday. 

Prof. Matthew, who has held the Chair 
of Architecture at Edinburgh University 
since 1953, had previously been architect 
to London County Council from 1946. 

The New Zealand Government ac- 
quired the bomb-damaged Carlton, which 
has not been used as a hotel since the 
war, in 1949, and also Her Majesty’s 
Theatre and the Royal Opera Arcade, all 
in or off Haymarket. Tenancies in the 
Carlton would end in 1957, an official 
said on Tuesday. 

A start would be made on preparation 
of the site in that year or 1958. Present 
plans were for building on the Carlton 
site only. 


CITY ARCHITECT 


THE Corporation of Aberdeen invite 
applications for the appointment of City 
Architect, salary £1,850, rising to £2,100. 
Further details appear in the advertise- 
ment columns. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


MEssRS. MERCER AND MILLER, chartered quantity 
surveyors, of 30, Gloucester-place, W1, and 104, Water- 
gate-street, Chester, have taken into partnership MR. 
H. D. K. Everitt, ARICS, who has been with the firm 
as chief assistant for a number of years. The name of the 
firm remains unchanged. 


Messrs. DRIVERS, JONAS AND Co., chartered surveyors 
and land agents, 7, Charles II-street, St. James’s-square, 
London, SW1, and 15, Cumberland-place, Southampton, 
have taken into partnership at Southampton, MR. K. R. C. 
JENKIN, ARICS, QALAS, who has managed that office 
for the past five years. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, Fune 17, 1854 


IRON CHURCHES FOR AUSTRALIA.—T wo 
iron churches in the building yard of 
Robertson and Lister, Glasgow, are now 
about completed ... The dimensions 
of each church are 73 feet in length, and 
45 feet in breadth. The interior is 
lighted on each side by a series of circular- 
headed windows, each 20 feet in length ; 
and at the back by two large stained-glass 
windows. ‘The vaulted ceiling, supported 
on cast-iron arched girders springing 
from iron columns, rises to the height of 
40 feet. In the crown of the arched 
ceiling will be placed iron or zinc perfor- 
ated gratings, for the ventilation. The 
external roofing is formed of corrugated 
iron. "These churches were preliminarily 
opened on Sunday week for Divine 
service. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


RIBA FORM : VARIATIONS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—There is only one answer to Mr. 
Lawless’s letter. Such variations 
should receive a fresh build-up and the 
new price agreed before execution. Price 
of material is not the only factor in arriving 
at a unit figure. Often, when a detail is 
altered, delays occur which disorganise 
progress schedules. Particularly is this 
the case when more expensive fittings are 
ordered and, when the job is an urgent 
one, little time is afforded to secure 
quotations from sub-contractors. 

The small builder tenders after con- 
sidering available stocks and probable 
supplies, the capability of his staff and 
machinery, and so on. ‘To deal with a 
variation solely on the price of a material 
can result in much injustice to the con- 
tractor. R. A. REED. 

Bury, Sussex. 


LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I add to the correspondence 

on local authority contracts and bring 

to your notice how the powers in such 

authorities disregard the contract where 
payment is concerned. 

My firm has recently completed two 
large schools and there has always been 
difficulty in getting a true valuation. 
The schools have been occupied since 
September of last year and, according to 
the terms of the contract, the accounts 
should have been prepared not later than 
three months after the completion date. 

The calculated retention sum is approxi- 
mately £17,000 but, although we have 
endeavoured to agree a final valuation 
with the quantity surveyors, we cannot 
obtain any satisfaction. We have sub- 
mitted details to the quantity surveyors 
showing that, apart from the retention 
fund, there is still approximately £14,000 
due. 

The quantity surveyors have suggested 
that it is useless for them to issue certifi- 
cates for this amount as the council 
concerned has insufficient finance to meet 
them. We are also advised that the 
accounts for works carried out by other 
contractors for this county council are 
from two to three years overdue for final 
payment. We have ourselves experienced 
over two years’ delays on previous con- 
tracts. 

Surely such behaviour is contrary to 
the terms of the contract, and we feel 
that it is time the builders’ associations 
investigated such matters and commenced 
proceedings on behalf of their members. 
We also think that such behaviour should 
be brought to the notice of the ratepayers 
as, obviously, the reason for the very high 
costs of council work is because builders 
cannot afford to carry out contracts and 
wait such a long time for their money. 
They, therefore, either ignore the tenders 
and leave the way open for high prices, or, 
as has been suggested by a certain county 
architect, get together and agree a price 
which includes very high overhead charges 
to meet the out-of-pocket expenses. 
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of ACANTHUS - 


““ They had to do something 
about it—he was always 
falling off the scaffolding.” 











Needless to say, we will not consider 
any more work for this council under any 
circumstances. 

For obvious reasons I wish to remain 
anonymous. 

‘* DISSATISFIED CONTRACTOR.” 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your correspondents on _ inter- 
ference by the financial officer of a 
local authority in final accounts agreed 
by the quantity surveyor appear to have 
overlooked the obvious solution — the 
treasurer should agree the account in the 
first place. 
This would leave the quantity surveyor 
free to advise on financial matters. 


East Molesey, Surrey. R. HERRING. 


DAMAGE BY LOMBARDY POPLARS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I was most interested to read in 
your issue of May 28 under “‘ Inquiry 
Bureau ’”’ the question and answer con- 
cerning Lombardy poplars, and I beg to 
amplify the facts given by “A. E. T.” 
in his answer. 

Look up Bradford Corporation v, Pickles 
(1895), which I think will give further 
information. I believe this case takes 
account of the fact that the planting of the 
trees on the land adjoining the building 
took place before the commencement of 
building work does not relieve the tree 
owner of his liability for nuisance for 
damage caused to the house if the roots 
have actually cros¢d the boundary. In 
Sturges v. Bridgman (1879) a confectioner 
had for many years operated a noisy pestle 
and mortar which was not a nuisance to his 
neighbour, a doctor, until the latter built a 
consulting room so close to the noise that 
it became a nuisance. In this case the 
plaintiff succeeded. 

Lombardy poplars can lift (i.e., trans- 
pire into the atmosphere) 12,000 gals. 
of water in any one year, and Mussolini 
used this to advantage in his scheme for 
land reclamation in the Pontine marshes. 
They have a phenomenal rate of growth, 
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reaching a height of 30 ft. in 25 years 
their roots often being as much as 50 ft, 
long. ‘These roots will ‘‘ steamrolier” 
any foundations etc. that get in their way 
and these trees must be considered ag 
menace to near-by buildings. 

Should your correspondent wish to 
approach me privately I will place him 
in touch with a chartered surveyor who 
has some most interesting photographs 
of the havoc wrought by Lombardy poplars, 


FRANK GEE [ARICS] 
6, Wallingford-road, Davyhulme, 
Urmston, Manchester. 


RIBA 
Council Election Results 


AY a general meeting of the Royal 

Institute of British Architects held 
on Tuesday, June 15, the results of the 
annual elections to the Council were made 
public. 

Mr. Charles Herbert Aslin, CBE, was 
elected President. The other results were: 

RIBA COUNCIL, 1954-55 
PAST PRESIDENTS : 

Sir Howard Robertson, MC, ARA, SADG, and 
Sir Percy E. Thomas, OBE, LL.D, DL, JP, MTP] 
(Cardiff) (unopposed). 

MEMBERS OF COUNCIL: 

Elected: Prof. Sir William Holford (2,612 votes), 
The Hon. Lionel G. Brett (Watlington) (1,979), C. G. 
Stillman (1,890), R. H. Sheppard (1,812), Dr. Ronald 
Bradbury (Liverpool) (1,544), and L. Cecil Howitt 
(Manchester) (1,530), 


Not Elected: A. M. Chitty, R. E. Enthoven, H. 
Conolly (Chelmsford), A. D. Jones (Birmingham), 
T. C. Howitt (Nottingham), P. G. Fairhurst (Man- 
chester), R. Hellberg (Coventry), C. E. Culpin, F. J. M. 


Ormrod (Liverpool), E. North, J Edwards 


(Bristol), N. Pyman (Leeds), A. R. F. Anderson, 
W. A. Rutter (Bramley), T. W. Haird (Leicester), W. W. 
Fisk, E. B. Musman, A. F. B. Anderson, and F. H, 


Risdon. 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS OF COUNCIL : 

Elected: Prof. R. H. Matthew (Humbie, East 
Lothian) (2,588 votes), Eric Bedford (1,377), W. A. 
Allen (Watford) (1,358). 

Not Elected: T. Mellor (Lytham St. Annes), N. P. 
Thomas (Cardiff), S. E. T. Cusdin, F. F. C. Curtis, 
L. H. Wilson (Canterbury), W. D. Lacey (Hertford), 
J. T. Castle (Reading), J. G. Woollatt (Nottingham), 
A. Drew-Edwards (Leicester), D. V Richardson 
(St. Helens) and S. H. Statham. . 


LICENTIATE MEMBER OF COUNCIL 
Elected : S. V. Goodman (Bedford) (1,649 votes). 
Not elected: A. W. Vincent (Harwich) and D. W. 
Joel (Croydon). 


BRING BACK THE PARLOUR 


A PLEA for the return of the parlour 
which has been dropped from many new 
houses, was made by Mr. Colwyn Foulkes, 
FRIBA, in a recent talk at the Housing 
Centre. A report of the talk appears in 
the latest edition of the ‘“‘ Housing Centre 
Review,’’ and quotes Mr. Foulkes as 
saying that the most important thing in 
house designing is to plan for the family, 
for the mother with three or four children. 
Mr. Foulkes said he was obsessed with the 
problems and tne needs of this poor 
woman. 

The prime necessity for every housewife 
was a room which she could keep clean 
and tidy on all occasions. It might be 
that this extra room would become a kind 
of mausoleum, but this was beside the 
point. Unless it was provided, the family 
would tend to live in the kitchen, so that 
the living-room could be kept tidy ™ 
readiness for the occasional visitor. 

Mr. Foulkes’ thoughts on housing are 
not the only interesting views expressed 
in this issue of the “ Review.”’ Other 
aspects of the subject are dealt with in a 
equally practical manner. 
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THE BUILDER 


CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUNDS 


The Recent Exhibition at County Hall 


HOUGH the exhibition accompanying 
T the London and Greater London 
Playing Fields Association’s conference 
at County Hall will be over when this note 
appears, I hope planners, architects and 
other designers will not have missed it, 
for there was much to interest them. 

Opened on June 10 by the Duke of 
Edinburgh, the conference included films 
and papers which were essential context, 
but this note is confined to the exhibition. 
It was designed by the LCC architects 
with Peter Shepheard, and dealt with the 
urban, and more intractible, problem. 
No sensible person can be in doubt now 
about the pressing need for playgrounds 
in towns. Apart from their formative 
influence physically and mentally—they 
are the child’s first social life—children 
must be kept off the streets, where peril 
to life and limb, not to mention the germs 
of juvenile delinquency, increasingly 
attend “‘ civilisation.”? Moreover, the few 
who may feel too much is being done for 
children will concede that harassed and 
cramped parents are also to be considered. 

The aims of the National Playing 
Fields Association, therefore, deserve the 
utmost support, and there are many calls 
on its limited resources. How much 
local authorities can benefit from its help 
and advice is graphically illustrated by 
means of photographs, models and draw- 
ings, which combine skilfully to project 
a difficult theme. The exhibition also 
offers an opportunity to exchange inter- 
national ideas. 

These show an encouraging trend in 
being not only efficient but, much more 
difficult, imaginative, and suggest the 
teamwork of people who not only like but 
also understand children: the two are 
not necessarily synonymous. It is danger- 
ous to try to see things through a child’s 
eyes, but this seems what the doctor and 
child psychologist, as well as the patient, 
ordered. 

One still hears rather too much about 
child psychology, and sometimes wishes 
that “grown-up psychology ”’ could be 
taught in schools, so that children realised 
they are not the only pebbles on the beach. 
But they are important ones, and have 
inherited an earth of which we have made 
tather a mess, and can at least be granted 
“reservations”? like any other rightful 
owners. What tney do there is their own 
concern, and we must remember that 
social behaviour is largely a matter of 
convenience to others as well as of 

right” or “ wrong,’ and make due 
allowances in the matter of supervision. 


REALISTIC TREATMENT 


One approached the County Hall 
gingerly : being unclear about the dividing 
line between play ground and playing field 
I rather feared that the exhibition might 
be concerned with the sort of elysium 
opened generally by VIPs with speeches 
and golden keys, instead of the sort 
opened uninvited by Giles-types with 
Taucous cries and rusty crowbars. I 
needn't have worried: the exhibition is 


eminently realistic, it takes the genus 
young as it finds it, and that distasteful 
word “ supervision’’ turns out to mean 
play-leaders who are on the side of the 
angels—or devils. 


The first part deals with the basic types 
of playground—Equipped; Unequipped ; 
Natural ; Adventure; and _ Traffic 
Playgrounds. "The former are orthodox 
in such traditional furniture as slides, 
see-saws and swings, but may also have 
Wendy Houses, sandpits, real boats or 
steam-rollers. The Commando variant 
is self-explanatory, ominously calling for 
“robust materials, informal layout and 
occasional supervision.”” "The Unequipped 
type is really pitches for conventional 
games-to-rule. The Natural type is a 
romping-ground with undulations, trees 
and other natural hazards supplemented 
by forts, stockades, bridges and so on— 
the habitat of explorers, cowboys and 
Indians or those (to ageing me) boring 
bubbleheads, spacemen. 

The Adventure Playground is surely for 
any child worth his or her salt. Signifi- 
cantly ‘‘ a well-screened area with a water 
supply ”’ is recommended. Destruction is 
here supposed to be canalised into 
creative effort—but only, I hope, after a 
good ruin for your money: I am all for 
releasing inhibitions, provided it’s away 
from the living-toom. Traffic Playgrounds 
are calculated to teach road safety as well 
as ‘“‘ provide amusement’’ with lights, 
signals, crossings and model vehicles. 
It is difficult to regard as “‘ play”’ this 
melancholy comment on an increasing 
national scandal, but one concedes its 
wisdom. 

Suggestions include a spirited mobile 
“Play Wagon’”’ by Guy Sheppard and 
Roderick Ham. 'The Housing Centre’s 
travelling exhibition designed by Gordon 
Logie is included. Foreign examples 
from Denmark and America show that 
children are the same the world over. 

Of new towns, Harlow is represented by 
the miniature West seen and admired 
during the AA visit. Of LAs, St. Pancras 
shows some results of the competition I 
wrote about here last year. Finchley 
devotes an enviable acreage to a good 
natural example, and FILAs elsewhere 
have applied themselves successfully to 
this special problem. 

Holiday camps are in the picture— 
clearly Our Billy knows a thing or two 
about kids, though items like the boot that 
presumably houses the contemporary old 
woman who was so_ philoprogenitive 
might not appeal to more sophisticated 
moppets. 

A heartening and courageous exhibition: 
it was, I think, Gordon Russell who coined 
the phrase ‘‘ Design for Obsolescence ”’ in 
relation to industrial design. Here is a 
new technique—Design for Destruction— 
and it will be interesting to see how long 
it stands the gaff as a de-repression 
chamber and safety-valve, not to speak of 
those disconcerting changes in child 
fashion. But it’s well worth doing. 

Bast Marriott. 
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THE BASEMENT PLAN 
OF ICHABOD HOUSE 


Some Thoughts in an 
Abandoned Mansion 


Sige estate agent’s outside man gave 
me an enormous bunch of rusty 
keys, shook hands, said ‘“‘ Tinkerty tonk, 
old boy,’ and disappeared down the 
carriage drive. I was alone in the 
abandoned mansion. 

I shuffled up and down several stair- 
cases and wandered along deserted corri- 
dors, peering into empty rooms and 
stores and cupboards in search of damp 
and dry rot and deathwatch beetles and 
all those other defects and deficiencies 
which an architect is expected to discover 
and report to his client. 

In one of the splendid mahogany 
cupboards flanking the fireplace in the 
housekeeper’s room “below sstairs,’’ I 
found a flyblown plan of the basement 
indicating drains, which had once been 
framed and glazed and hung in the 
servants’ hall in accordance with sound 
Victorian country house practice, for 
reference in case of emergency. I felt 
like a man from Scotland Yard who has 
discovered, without any assistance from 
Sherlock Holmes, a clue to the very spot 
where dreadful crimes may have been 
committed against the by-laws of the rural 
district council. This was surely the true 
master key to the place, so I tossed the 
estate agent’s bunch of assorted iron- 
mongery into the housekeeper’s cupboard 
and retired to the nearest window in the 
adjacent corridor to examine the faded 
plan indicating drains. 

Seventy years or so ago, a member of 
my profession sat in an office in Stratton- 
street, off Piccadilly, and made this dusty 
old drawing. His draughtsmanship was 
beautiful and the lettering is neat and 
distinctive. I do not even know his name, 
but it is pleasant to imagine that he wore 
a claw hammer coat and took snuff like 
my mentor, John Coutts, who taught 
me how to make indian ink run kindly on 
Whatman paper. 


PHANTOM LAUGHTER 


On his plan the unknown draughtsman 
records all manholes and drains in red, 
and as I scan the names of the rooms, 
ghosts from the brave days when the 
knight of the shire and my lady were in 
residence seem to be returning to the 
empty basement. From the far end of this 
spacious corridor I can hear again the 
sound of phantom laughter in the kitchen 
quarters as the scullery maids make merry 
during the temporary absence of cook. 

The door to the housekeeper’s room 
stands ajar near the spot where I am 
loitering and I recall the advice of my old 
master, Romaine Walker, in those remote 
romantic days when I was despatched at 
short notice to make measured surveys in 
country mansions. ‘“‘ Keep out of her 
way if you can, my boy,” said he, “ and 
if you can’t, always call her ‘ Ma’am.’ ”’ 

Instinctively I retreat into a_ side 
passage where the environment seems 
less austere for here, on the plan of the 
unknown draughtsman is a compartment 
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marked, KNIFE AND BOOT HOLE. 
I peep inside, sniff once again the long 
forgotten odours of blacking and Bath 
brick and wonder what happened to 
Arthur, a bow-legged gnome with a green 
baize apron who was deputed by the 
steward to hold the end of my tape. 
For Arthur was an enthusiast who plunged 
cheerfully into the dim recesses of dank 
and mouldy vaults, although he could 
never be persuaded that the brass ring on 
the end of the Chesterman tape counts 
as an inch. 

At Ichabod House, the pump in the 
pump room is now rusty and silent and 
the Still Room is very still indeed. There 
is no baggage in the baggage room and 
the soap’ store is filled with discarded 
jampots and pickle jars. 

In the brushing room the massive 
deal table top remains under the window, 
but the door to the drying closet has 
disappeared and all the pale clean-shaven 
young footmen with the blue chins have 
vanished, leaving no trace beyond a faded 
print of Minoru the racehorse, nailed 
over the mantelpiece. A faint oily smell 
lingers in the lamp room and some 
unconscious humorist has left a lot of 
empty beer bottles on the shelves of the 
vast store, marked MINERAL WATER 
and figured 16 ft. 10 in. on the unknown 
draughtsman’s plan. 

The spacious fire grate in the steward’s 
room is filled with soot, there is a dead 
starling on the hearthstone and long black 
cobwebs dangle from the magnificent 
plaster-moulded cornice, swaying in the 
draught as I open the door. 

As dusk descends on Ichabod House a 
chill wind blows along the main arterial 
corridor in the basement and _ faint 
whispering sounds come from the butler’s 
pantry as though the ghosts of the butler 
and the baker have been exchanging 
reminiscences there and are now agreed 
that it was, after all, rather futile on the 
baker’s part to have consulted Joseph the 
steward about the meaning of dreams. 

High on the wall of the corridor the 
regiment of bells still hang rigidly at 
attention, but nobody has rung them for 
many a day so, in impish mood, I am 
tempted to reach upward and poke the 
bell labelled BOUDOIR with the end 
of my umbrella. "The melodious tone of 
the boudoir bell resounds along the 
deserted corridors and passages and long 
after the reverberations have actually died 
away, the magic peal continues to echo 
in my ears, for like the enchanted island 
of Prospero, this great house was once 
filled with music and sweet sounds. 

But it is time to depart, and as I slip 
the latch on the massive front door and 
bang it loudly, the rooks in the trees along 
the carriage drive are still busily engaged 
in rebuilding their residences in the 
traditional manner. They pause in their 
labours to jeer as I pass and it occurs to 
me that I am being mistaken for some 
intrusive practitioner in the new Fun 
Fair style of architecture. 

Suddenly the rooks stop work 
altogether and start to rock with ironic 
laughter in the topmost branches of the 
trees. And at that moment I realise that 
I have left the estate agent’s keys in the 
.housekeeper’s cupboard. F, R, JEeLiey. 
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THE 
BIRTHDAY HONOURS 


Some Well-Earned Awards 


HE Birthday Honours List, as pub- 
lished last week, contains some names 
which the building industry were glad to 
see. Mr. Howard Robertson’s knight- 
hood is well earned. As architect, teacher, 
author and critic he has done enough to 
provide at least two ordinary men with full 
careers ; beyond all this, Mr. Robertson 
has always made time outside his busy 
practice to give to the industry’s welfare, 
as president of the Building Industries 
National Council of pre-war days, cen- 
tenary president of the AA, president of 
the RIBA and as chairman of the Tender- 
ing Committee. His is probably the first 
British architect’s name to come to the 
foreigner’s mind, and deservedly so. 
Mrs. Robertson, herself an architect of 
unusual ability, shares the honour done 
by the Queen to her husband. The 
second architect knight is Mr. A. G. 
Stevenson, the current Royal Gold Medal- 
list who, to judge by illustrations of his 
work, has made a considerable contribu- 
tion to Australian architecture. Nearer 
home Mr. S. A. W. Johnson-Marshall’s 
work for the Ministry of Education fully 
earns the CBE awarded to him. 

Among the builders’ honours, Mr. Dick 
Costain’s knighthood has given great 
satisfaction. A dynamic president of the 
London Master Builders’ Association 
who previously did excellent work in the 
war as Deputy Director of Works, MOW, 
Mr. Costain now divides his energies 
between Harlow New Town, of whose 
Development Corporation he is chairman, 
and his building firm, which made a quite 
exceptional contribution to the Festival 
of Britain, South Bank, and is now carry- 
ing out a vast programme of other work 
at home and abroad. Mr. Norman 
Longley’s CBE also gives great pleasure 
to his many friends. He was an out- 
standing president some years ago of the 
National Federation and has played a 
considerable part since the war in the 
work of the International Federation of 
Building and Public Works. 

The main list of honours was given in 
our last issue; others (to whom also we 
extend our congratulations) are : 


KNIGHTHOODS 
Lieut.-Col. P. M. Hope, OBE, JP, 
LRIBA, for political and public services in 
Cumberland. 
Herbert C. Janes, for political and 
public services. 
OBE 


Harold Needham, JP, managing- 
director, Standard Steel Co. (1929), Ltd., 
Croydon, and chairman, Croydon and 
Sutton Local Employment Committee. 


MBE 


S. H. Baker, deputy county planning 
officer, West Sussex CC ; W. R. Beardall, 
engineer and surveyor, Boston (Lincs) 
RDC; D. J. P. Davies, superintendent 
of works, MOW; H. E. Edmonds, JP, 
regional secretary for South Wales and 
Monmouthshire, NFBTO; Alderman 
J. J. Grogan, JP, national president, 
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National Association of Operative 
Plasterers ; A. Hurst, for service as higher 
executive officer, MOW; Miss M. ¢. 
Solomon, sec., Housing Centre ‘T'rust; 
R. W. Wardill, ARIBA, MOW; R. J, 
Winney, housing manager, Coulsdon and 
Purley UDC. 


BEM 


W. L. Bone, senior general building 
foreman, R. G. Carter, Ltd., Norwich; 
T. Callaghan, brickmaker, B. Whitaker 
and Sons, Ltd., Leeds ; W. J. B. Chapple, 
carpenter and joiner, Eastern Electricity 
Board ; T. Doughty, foreman carpenter, 
Mersham-le-Hatch Estate, Kent; P. 
Moyes, assistant CoW, J. and E. Hall, 
Ltd., Dartford ; W. Ryan, foreman joiner, 
Williams, Harvey and Co., Ltd., Lither. 
land ; N. R. Sainthouse, general foreman, 
John Laing and Sons, Ltd., Edgware: 
H. L. Staddon, chargehand carpenter, 
RAF, Halton. 


FACULTY OF ARCHITECTS 
AND SURVEYORS 


Annual Meeting 


THE annual general meetings of the 
Faculty of Architects and Surveyors and the 
Faculty of Surveyors of England were held 
at the May Fair Hotel, London on May 27, 
Mr. GEORGE C, Fox, president of the 
Faculties, was in the chair, and delivered 
the annual report in which he said that the 
past year had been one of further consolida- 
tion and building up on the foundations |aid 
over the past two years. The new Articles 
of Association for both bodies were com- 
pleted and unanimously adopted. Arising 
from this, the council were considering the 
possible advantages of reuniting the two 
bodies and in order to test the opinions of 
the members a memorandum would shortly 
be circulated. 

Membership was increasing in all sections 
and during the year they welcomed their first 
Honorary Fellow, Sir Alfred Bossom, MP. 

After consultation with various Govern 
ment departments and representatives of 
NALGO and the Ministry of Labour, a com: 
pletely new examination syllabus in all 
branches of the surveying profession had 
been prepared. The first examination would 
be held in November, 1954, and thence twice 
a year, in May and November, with a view 
to obtaining recognition for member 
employed in central and local government. 

The revised codes of professional conduct 
had already been circulated and a revised 
scale of professional charges had been pit 
pared and would be issued in June. 


LONDON BRANCH 

The annual general meeting of the London 
Branch was held on the same day at St 
Ermin’s Hotel, Westminster. Mr. T. 6. 
Matsell was elected as chairman of th 
Branch, Mr. E. H. Champ was re-elected 
hon. treasurer and Mr. A. Fry as hon. sect 
tary. Messrs. G. S. Agar, P. C. Cowpt, 
W. W. Kerr and M. Littman were elected 
to the committee. 


ADVISORY COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 


Tue Lord President of the Council has 
appointed Sir Hugh Beaver to be chairmat 
of the Advisory Council for Scientitt 
and Industrial Research in succession © 
Professor Sir Ian Heilbron, who retité 
on September 30, on completion of hs 
term of office. 
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COMPETITION FOR THE 
CANADIAN HOUSE OF 
TO-MORROW 


S announced in our last week’s issue, 
when the winning International 
Award was illustrated, the assessors in 
the international competition for the 
“Canadian House of ‘To-morrow,”’ 
organised by the McGill University 
School of Architecture for Calvert House, 
have made their award. There were 
over 650 designs entered for tne competi- 
tion which was not open to USA architects. 
The assessors were Prof. Eric Arthur, 
University of Toronto; Prof. Gio Ponti, 
Milan; and Mr. Humphrey Carver, 
Central Mortgage and Housing Corpora- 
‘tion, Ottawa. "The award is: 


International Award ($5,000): Knud Peter Harboe, 
Hegelsvej 10, Charlottenlund, Denmark. European 
Award ($2,500): Gardner Ertman, 37, Buckingham- 
terrace, Edinburgh, Scotland. Canadian Award 
-($2,500) : Geoffrey E. Hacker, 6, Eastgate, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. 

Honourable Mentions (each carrying a $200 prize): 
J.-L. Lalonde, 78, rue Blomet, Paris, France; G. S. 


-Abram and J. B. Craig, 20, Lanbrooke-avenue, Willow- 


dale, Ontario; H. Scasny, Geibelgasse, 8, Vienna XV, 
Austria; E. Defty, ARIBA (British), 318, William 
James Hall, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. ; 
R. R. Séderlind, Baunegardsvej, 8, Gentofte, Denmark ; 
Victor Prus, ARIBA, 15, Court House-avenue, Brock- 
ville, Ontario; J. D. Cordwell, ARIBA (British), 
4830, North Talman-avenue, Chicago 25, Illinois; 
J. Abma, Keizersgracht 814, Amsterdam, Netherlands ; 
T. B. Gourlay, Stud. RIBA, 25, Bywater-street, 
Chelsea, SW3; and G. M. Fullman, ARIBA, 
9A, Honeyhill-road, Bracknell, Berks. 


ASSESSOR’S VIEWS 


Commenting on the competition, Prof. 
Gio Ponti, one of the assessors, said that 
while no house among those submitted could 
be said to be the Canadian House of To- 
morrow, many contained ideas that could be 
exceedingly influential. 

“ Many of the projects,” said Prof. Ponti, 
“have a long, low appearance which is some- 
how in the nature of much of the Canadian 
landscape. Many of the projects display a 
fullness, sweetness and calmness which recall 
poetic notions cherished by people who 
derive their moral and spiritual traditions from 
noble origins, both British and Latin. 

“Those projects most distinguished by 
simplicity, seriousness, truthfulness, at the same 
time rigorous and polite, by a disciplined taste, 


‘having harmony in colour, sure, yet delicate 


and lively, appeared from a study of the con- 
ditions to be in the zsthetic spirit of the com- 
petition. 

“Nevertheless, other projects testify to 
further different and lively solutions arising 
from the fact that the competition is an 
episode in which ideas for the future could.be 
presented, from all of which a lively develop- 
ment of domestic architecture in Canada 
might be derived. 

“The jury agreed that in the first category 


‘mentioned, the project that presents the most 


significant values architecturally, having an 
essential simplicity, a coherent form, impec- 
cable taste, an ordered, intimate, calm, even 
austere, interpretation of family life and pro- 
viding completely for the individual interests 
of members of a family, was presented by 
Knud Harboe, of Denmark, to whom the 
‘International Calvert House Award was made. 

“Besides this remarkable propdsal, two 
other projects attracted the lively attention 
of the jury, one by Geoffrey Hacker, of Winni- 
peg, the other by Gardner Ertman, of Edin- 
burgh. To these two outstanding projects, the 
first on account of a special grace in the 
simplicity of the pleasant and ingenious plan, 
and the second because of the tasteful develop- 
ment of the expression of a quiet family life, 
the jury has recommended, respectively, the 


“alvert House .Canadian and European 
awards.” 
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Design awarded Honourable Mention, by #. D. Cordwell, ARIBA 
(British), of Chicago. 


Design awarded Honourable Mention, by E. Defty, ARIBA (British), 
of Harvard University. 





Design awarded Honourable Mention, by G. M. Fullman, ARIBA, 


of Bracknell, Berks. 
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Design awarded Honourable Mention, by T. B. Gourlay, Student 
RIBA, of Chelsea, SW3. 
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View of main entrance elevation. 


LEIGHTON BUZZARD COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL 


for Bedfordshire County Council 


Architects 
PETER DUNHAM, FRIBA, F. M. WIDDUP, ARIBA, C. G. BURGESS, LRIBA 
M. C. HARRISON, ARIBA (The Peter Dunham Group) 
S. V. GOODMAN, LRIBA (County Architect, Bedfordshire) 


Heating Consultant 
W. E. FRETWELL 
Electrical Consultant 
ALEC F. PLUMMER & PARTNERS 
Quantity Surveyor 
OSWALD E. PARRATT 


Builder 
j. M. HILL & SONS, LTD. 











Detail of main entrance. 
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HE site of this school, which is nine acres in 
extent, is situated in the middle of a new 
housing development which the new school serves. 
Access to the site is restricted to two points, the 
one to the south-east being the direction from which 
the greater number of pupils approach. The site 
levels, existing sewer on site and the economic 
layout of the playing fields resulted in the school 
being planned with a south-east and front approach. 


With the frontal approach three classrooms and 
one general purpose classroom have been planned 
either side of the main entrance hall, which is flanked 
one side by a long flower feature carrying through 
the main entrance doors beneath an internal lean-to 
light. 

The approach angle to the school develops out of 
the breaking of the main classroom corridor into 
two moderate lengths at the main entrance waiting 
space. A wide, spacious internal effect has been 
attained by the use of a 6 ft. high cloak screen to 


each classroom, which detracts but little from the 
14 ft. width of the top lit corridor. 


Lavatories for boys and girls (“‘ weighted ” at the 
playground end) and drying rooms, lead off from 
the rear wall of the classroom corridor. Each class- 
room has an individual store accessible from inside 
the classroom, and double clerestorey. 

Directly off the entrance hall is the assembly hall 
with a clear span of 41 ft., and on a raised portion 
over the chair store and boiler house at the far end 
is the dining-hall and kitchen with ancillary rooms. 
Casement doors from the dining-hall give access to 
an open terrace leading back to the playground. 

Sliding doors to the proscenium opening in four 
leaves enable the 6 ft. deep bow-fronted permanent 
apron stage to become a stage 30 ft. deep and 41 ft. 
wide. ‘The administration rooms are situated off 
the corridor which serves the dining-hall, kitchen 
and staff rooms. This corridor also leads to the 
internal staircase to the basement boiler house. 
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Ground-floor plan. 
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View towards (left) assembly hall and dining-room and (right) entrance to classroom block. 


Construction —The_ 9-in. brick walls between 
classrooms have strip foundation and the external 
walls to classrooms, lavatory blocks, administration 
wing, and internal walls, where not built off duct 
walls, are post and beam in reinforced concrete. 
The school is constructed off these foundations on 
a 4 ft. of in. module which permits the use of a 
standard 3 ft. 34 in. metal window and g in. brick 
pier in continuous repetition with the supporting 
members of the 4 ft. wide ‘‘ Stramit ”’ board decking 
and Aluminex deck lights. 


The roof of the school is, with the exception of 
canopies, and kitchen roof, entirely composed of 


View from entrance 
hail looking towards 
assembly hall. 


g in. by 4 in. Siamese yang beams at 4 ft. o} in. 
centres with 4 ft. wide “‘ Stramit ”’ boards in lengths 
up to 22 ft. in one piece nailed to the beams and 
covered (as fast as laid) with three-layer felt roofing 
finished with mineralised top surface. This method 
enabled the whole of the roof of the school, once 
the beams were built in, to be completed in a matter 
of days. 

The rainwater from the roof is, in the main, 
collected in a felt lined gutter 6 ft. 6 in. wide running 
to fall the full length of each wing of classrooms 
over the classroom stores. Into this drains the 
whole of the classroom roofs above clerestory, the 
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whole width of the classroom corridor, the whole of 
the lavatory blocks and the majority of the assembly 
hall and dining-room. 


This wide gutter terminates at either end of the 
classroom wings with a “cascade” into a row of 
five gulleys which feed into a soakaway. The 
“cascade” is covered with a removable grille. A 
similar 6 ft. wide gutter is constructed over the top 
lit administration corridor. 


Heating and services—The main services to the 
school are contained in a large duct leading out of 
the boiler house beneath the administration corridor 


View from entrance 

hall along class- 

room block corri- 
dor. 


View along corridor in classroom 
block. 


and breaking off in each direction beneath the 
classroom stores for the length of the classroom 
wings. 

The classrooms are heated by hot-water coils 
embedded in the floor, as is part of the assembly 
hall which is also warmed by convector units behind 
large cork-covered asbestos panels. Convectors are 
also adopted for corridors. The cloak spaces are 
warmed by a hot-water heating coil beneath each 
seat and the drying rooms and lavatories by hot- 
water radiation and coils beneath coat racks. 

The heating of the hot-water services during the 
winter is by coal-fired boilers. In summer, heating 
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View of stage in assembly hall. 


of hot water for lavatories is by small gas-fired heating 
sets in each wing of lavatories. 

The total cost of the school, excluding playing 
field preparation, was £57,250 which represents a 
cost of {170 per place. The cost of playing fields, 
which include areas larger than is needed for the 
school purposes but which will provide playing 
fields for other schools, was £3,200. Following is 
a list of sub-contractors and suppliers : 

Metal windows and doors, Crittall Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., Witham, Essex; heating and hot-water services, 
Wm. Freer, Ltd. ; thermoplastic flooring tiles, Semtex, 
Ltd.; roof decking, Stramit Boards, Ltd., Uxbridge, 
Middx. ; felt roofing, Cambridge Ashphalt Co., Ltd., 
Cambridge ; Cerebos floor tiling, L. H. Parker, Aylesbury ; 
sliding door track, P. C. Henderson, Ltd., Barking, Essex ; 
doors, John Sadd Ltd.; floor heating coils, Post Gate 
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Engineering Co., Ltd.; playing fields, preparing and 
seeding, S. R. Quenby & Sons, Ltd., Clapham, Beds; 
fencing, Darlington Fencing Co., Ltd.. Doncaster, York- 
shire; deck lights, (Aluminex), Williams & Williams, 
Ltd., Chester. 


Paints and distempers, Ogden & Cleaver, Luton; 
local sandstone, G. Garside, Leighton Buzzard ; railing 
and gates, S. G. Day, Epsom, Surrey ; electrical services, 
Lowestoft Electrical Co., Ltd., Lowestoft; steelwork 
(structural), Smith Walker, Ltd.; boilers, Ideal Boilers 
& Radiators, Ltd., Hull, Yorks.; convector heaters 
(Vectair), British Trane Co., Ltd.; bricks (Autumn 
Tints), Proctor & Lavender, Ltd., Solihull, Birmingham ; 
suspended floors and roof to stage, kitchen, and tankroom, 
Concrete, Ltd., Hounslow, Middx.; sanitary fittings, 
Dent & Hellyer, Ltd. ; terrazzo w.c. partitions, Malacarp 
Terrazzo Co., Ltd. ; window control gear, Arens Control, 
Ltd., Croydon, Surrey ; yang beams, Mallinsons & Sons, 
Ltd., and Cobbetts Newling. 
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View of rear elevation. 


“SEVERN HOUSE,” 
SUFFOLK STREET, 
BIRMINGHAM 


Architects 
COTTON, BALLARD & BLOW 


Consulting Structural Engineers 
HENRY HALE & PARTNERS 


Builders 


SIR ROBERT McALPINE & SONS 
(MIDLANDS), LTD. 


View from Suffolk-street. 
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Seventh-floor plan. 
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Typical first- to sixth-floor plan. 























Ground-floor plan. 
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*“ GQEVERN HOUSE ”’ was built under the Govern- 

ment’s ‘‘ Lessor’’ scheme to provide office 
accommodation for various local branches of Govern- 
ment on all floors except ground-floor. The ground- 
floor and part of the basement are let as showrooms 
and offices to private companies. 

The architects prepared a design for an hotel to be 
built on this site in 1934, but work was abandoned 
after the basement shell had been built. (During the 
war this was used as an air raid shelter.) In designing 
‘“Severn House,” it was found necessary to re- 
distribute the loading, which later involved partial 
demolition of the existing basement. 

The structure is monolithic, the floors, roofs, 
columns, etc., being in reinforced concrete. The 
elevations to Suffolk-street, Severn-street and the 
entry from Severn-street are faced with reconstructed 
stone slabs, the rear elevations being in brick with 
stone dressings. 

It was originally intended to provide a canteen and 
kitchen on the seventh-floor. This space was all taken 
as office accommodation, however. 


Entrance hall. 


Following is a list of sub-contractors and supplicrs — 


Stonework, Empire Stone Co., Ltd., Narborough, near 
Leicester ; facing bricks, Proctor and Lavender, Ltd., 
Solihull ; common bricks, London Brick Co., Birmingham: 
metal windows, John Thompson Beacon Windows, Ltd., 
Wolverhampton ; entrance doors, Monk Metal Window 
Co., Birmingham, 15 ; roof finishings, D. Anderson and 
Sons, Ltd., Birmingham ; lifts, Marryat and Scott, Ltd., 
Birmingham ; heating and electrical engineers, Couzens 
and Akers, Ltd., Birmingham ; composition floor finishings, 
Leatherflor, Ltd.; terrazzo floor finishings, Standard 
Pavements, Birmingham. 

Wall finishings in Scagliola, Bellman, Ivey, Carter and 
Co. ; sanitary goods, Binks and Co., Birmingham ; wrought 
iron gates and grilles, Birmingham Guild, Ltd., Bir- 
mingham ; wrought iron balustrading to staircases, pave- 
ment lights, Haywards, Ltd. ; glazing and painting, George 
Greenstone, Ltd., Wolverhampton; asphalt tanking, 
Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalte Co., Ltd., Bir- 
mingham ; plumbing, David F. Wiseman and Sons, Ltd., 
Birmingham ;_ glass bricks, Pilkington Bros., Ltd. ; 
‘“Emuluse’”’ wall finish, John Ellis and Sons, Ltd., 
Leicester; plastering, J. B. Johnson, Birmingham ; 
joinery, John Dawson Timber Mills, Ltd., Birmingham. 


“ SEVERN HOUSE,” SUFFOLK STREET, BIRMINGHAM 
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Typical corridor. 


Motor showroom on ground-floor. 
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BUILDING RESEARCH 


DSIR Report for 


MORE cheerful note than has been 

apparent for some years is struck by 
the Advisory Council in the Report for the 
year 1952-53 of the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research, which was published 
recently. The Council record their satis- 
faction that a plan has been agreed for sub- 
stantial growth of the DSIR over the next 
five years. The plan, say the Council, 
“ affords us firm ground on which to advise 
how best to allocate the resources we may 
expect to be made available and on which 
to base forward policy.” 

Some of the more important aspects of 
the work of the Building Research Station 
are described in the report, which states that 
the review is far from comprehensive since 
the aim has been to select items of particular 
interest rather than to give a balanced review 
of the work as a whole. It continues: 


Early in 1949 the Station was asked by 
the Government of Uganda to investigate 
the effect of phosphates on cement burning 
and to suggest limits of composition for the 
production of reliable cement. They were 
also asked to suggest means of separating 
the phosphate minerals from the rock. The 
reason for this inquiry was that suitable raw 
materials for cement manufacture are scarce 
in Uganda, those conventionally acceptable 
being located in places remote from areas 
of demand for cement. The Tororo deposits 
are the most favourably placed and are not 
far from the Owen Falls hydro-electric pro- 
ject which is at present the largest consumer 
of cement in the area. The limestone, how- 


ever, contains variable quantities of phos- 


phate, an impurity which was known 
markedly to affect the quality of cement 
although the reasons for its action were not 
known. 

These investigations were brought to a 
successful conclusion along two lines. In 
the first place, a system of proportioning 
the raw materials (clay and limestone) was 
discovered which penmits the manufacture 
of good quality cement from limestone with 
up to 2 per cent. phosphate content. In the 
second place, in order to use rock of even 
higher phosphate content, a method of 
separating the phospate was developed. 


On February 21, 1953, the Governor of 
Uganda formally opened the new cement 
works at Tororo, designed by consultants 
on the basis of these conclusions. The 
Director of the Uganda Geological Survey 
has stated that with the opening “a new 
chapter in the development of the Protec- 
torate has begun. The manufactory marks 
the beginning of what promises to be a 
series of large-scale industries in Uganda 
which may change quite radically the 
economy of the Protectorate.” 

The work mentioned last year on the use 
of pulverised-fuel ash for brickmaking has 
been pursued on an increased scale, as a 
co-operative investigation in collaboration 
with the British Electricity Authority. This 
waste material is now produced in such large 
quantities that only a major industry such as 
brickmaking can be expected to absorb-a 
substantial proportion of it economically. 


The ash is used mixed with clay. Con- 
currently with laboratory and pilot scale 
work, full-scale trials have been carried out, 
and a number of brickworks are already 
absorbing appreciable quantities of ash. In 


the Year 1952-53 


general these full-scale trials have been con- 
fined to mixtures containing less than 50 
per cent. of ash and the bricks have been 
made by the extruded wire-cut process. The 
addition of ash tends to reduce the strength 
of the brick, but this factor is seldom of 
primary importance and may be offset by 
substantial advantages in lower fuel con- 
sumption, quicker drying and increased 
production. Discolouration due to kiln 
scumming is a problem to be overcome. It 
is hoped eventually to be able to increase 
the proportion of ash used. 

Dry rot in buildings continues to be a 
serious cause of maintenance expenditure. 
In treating outbreaks, the primary aims are 
to secure dry conditions and to eradicafe the 
fungus. Elaborate methods are necessary 
for eradication because the fungus can 
spread through cracks or over the surface 
of materials, whether these provide food 
for it or not. Since it is virtually impos- 
sible to reach deep-seated infection in 
massive walls by treatment with a blow lamp 
or with a fungicide, there is an advantage 
in providing a fungicidal barrier designed to 
prevent the spread of any infection that 
remains. Such a barrier may also be expec- 
ted to be helpful when it is not practicable 
to eliminate every source of dampness. As 
mentioned in the last report, work carried 
out in collaboration with the Forest Products 
Research Laboratory had shown that a zinc 
oxychloride paint or plaster effectively pre- 
vented the spread of dry rot in laboratory 
tests and in small-scale trials under con- 
ditions that were highly favourable to its 
growth, and an account of the proposed 
procedure was published* to encourage trials 
on-a practical scale. The suggestion has 
aroused considerable interest. Two full- 
scale trials are being kept under observation 
and reports from other places will become 
available in due course. Practical experi- 
ence has shown that the zinc oxide used 
to make the paint must be free from lead 
(Type 1, British Standard 254 is suitable), 
and has emphasised the need for a fair 
degree of accuracy in proportioning the 
ingredients, which are best prepared off the 
site. A test needs to be made to check 
that the paint sets in a reasonable time under 
the conditions prevailing on the site. Zinc 
oxychloride paints and plasters are intended 
to be used instead of the fungicidal solution 
normally applied as a final operation after 
the other preliminary measures for dealing 
with dry rot have been taken. 


DESIGN OF STRUCTURES 


During the past few years, several aspects 
of the behaviour of prestressed concrete have 
been studied. The properties of hard- 
drawn steel wire, which is used extensively 
for prestressing, have been determined from 
samples supplied by different British manu- 
facturers. Because of its importance in 
design, particular attention has been paid 
to the magnitude of the loss of prestress due 
to creep of the steel at normal temperatures. 
Tests of several years’ duration have shown 
this to be about 10 per cent. of the initial 
prestress. Other losses of prestress are 
caused by creep and shrinkage of the con- 
crete, and these are being studied for prac- 
tical conditions by measurements in a 
recently constructed multi-storey building. 
*The Builder, June 27, 1952. 
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Strain gauges have been fixed to the con- 
crete of two of the beams in this building 
and a record has been obtained of the 
deformations during the initial prestressing 
operations and during subsequent construc- 
tion, and the measurements are being 
continued now that the building is occupied. 


Work on prestressed concrete in the 
laboratory has been concerned with its 
behaviour under static and impact loading, 
which has shown that a basis of correlation 
exists between the behaviour under these 
two forms of loading. Useful information 
has also been obtained on the fire resistance 
of prestressed concrete floors for dwellings, 
office buildings, and warehouses in an in- 
vestigation being carried out in collabora- 
tion with the Joint Fire Research Organisa- 
tion. Larger beams than can be tested in 
the equipment available in this country have 
been prepared for testing at the National 
Bureau of Standards in Washington, DC, 
which has kindly made facilities available. 
The programme is now being extended to 
obtain sufficient information for the formu- 
lation of general recommendations for design. 


Research into the stiffening effects of walls 
and floors on structural frameworks has 
continued during the year. A theoretical 
study has shown that important economic 
advantages can arise in design from a con- 
sideration of beams and floor slabs acting 
together as one structual system rather than 
as separate units; experimental work has 
started to obtain confirmation of the theory 
before attempting to develop new design 
rules. 


EFFICIENCY OF BUILDINGS 


Work on the heating, lighting and acoustics 
of buildings is concerned with various build- 
ing types—houses, flats, schools, factories, 
etc.—but the particular problems met with 
in schools are selected for discussion in the 
present report. The experimental work and 
its practical application have been facilitated 
by the close co-operation existing between 
the Station and the Architects’ branch of the 
Ministry of Education. In the realm of 
heating and ventilating, the most important 
factor is the small proportion of the day 
during which buildings are occupied (rather 
less than 25 per cent.). Detailed trials, made 
possible by the ready collaboration of the 
Hertfordshire County Council, have been 
carried out in a primary school and indicate 
that economies in fuel expenditure can be 
obtained by warm air heating. The trials, 
in which classrooms in the school are heated 
by warm air, by floor heating, or by normal 
radiators, are being continued to determine 
the best control arrangements for each of the 
three heating systems. 

The work on lighting has been carried out 
largely in the laboratory by means of scale 
models, coupled with confirmatory measure- 
ments in actual schools. Considerable pro- 
gress has been made in predicting the day- 
lighting of classrooms, making allowance 
for the effect of the size and position of 
windows and of reflection from wall surfaces. 


The mobile acoustics laboratory, although 
mainly employed on sound insulation prob- 
lems in flats, has been used on a programme 
of measurements of noise levels in schools, 
as a result of which general recommenda- 
tions are being worked out for the sound 
insulation requirements for . classrooms, 
corridors, etc. 

The work on sound transmission in flats, 
conducted partly by field measurements with 
the mobile laboratory, partly by measure- 
ments in blocks of experimental flats on the 
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Station’s site at Abbots Langley, and partly 
by a survey of occupants’ experience, is 
yielding much information of value to the 
designer on acceptable standards of sound 
transmission and of means by which they 
can be obtained. Special attention has also 
been given, in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government, to sound 
transmission in flats of non-traditional con- 
struction. 


OFFICE BUILDINGS 


A thermal study has been made of two 
large office blocks and two single-storey 
temporary office buildings ; one of the office 
blocks was heated by low temperature radiant 
ceiling panels and the remaining buildings 
by hot water convector type radiators. Room 
temperatures and related technical data were 
obtained, together with information on the 
experience and opinions of occupants of 
the buildings. Analysis of the subject 
data indicates that a temperature of 68 
deg. F. with a range of + 4 deg. F. is the 
most agreeable and that staff find both 
methods of heating equally acceptable. 


A comparative economic study of fluores- 
cent and filament lighting in an office building 
has been made. The results indicate that 
for general office purposes intensities of 
about 15 lumens per sq. ft. for both forms 
of lighting, are needed to avoid complaints 
and that, at these intensities, staff attach 
much importance to avoidance of shadow. 
Results also show that rooms which in 
normal working hours have good daylighting, 
do not require artificial lighting for more 
than about 250 hours per year ; for the types 
of fitting at present in use fluorescent lighting 
is then more expensive. Capital costs and 
cleaning costs are the main reasons for this 
and modification in design seems desirable. 
When the lighting fittings were left uncleaned 
for one year the light intensities were re- 
duced by 25 per cent. 

A survey is being carried out on behalf 
of a Joint Committee of the Institution of 
Sanitary Engineers, the Sanitary Inspectors’ 
Association, the Institute of Plumbers and the 
Building Research Station. The object is to 
correlate design and performance of drain- 
age systems in order to make recommenda- 
tions for future economical and efficient 
practice. The results so far obtained show 
that drain gradients, considerably flatter than 
those normally accepted, have been success- 
fully adopted by many local authorities, and 
that many authorities do not now install 
drainage interceptors in new work. By far 
the greatest number of blockages occur at 
interceptors; others occur in order of im- 
portance at manholes, junctions and bends. 
Among the aarticles causing blockage 
the most frequent are sanitary towels, 
newspapers, rags and grease. Many authori- 
ties issue instructions on the correct use of 
sanitary appliances and it would therefore 
seem that, apart from design, carelessness 
rather than ignorance is the main cause of 
the trouble. 


BUILDING OPERATIONS 


The study of productivity described last 
year has continued and the analysis of data 
obtained from a survey of house-building 
work completed between March, 1949, and 
March, 1951, showed that there was a very 
wide range of labour expenditure for the 
same work on different contracts, the highest 
being almost three times the lowest. Labour 
expenditure was lower than average in con- 
tracts having incentive schemes and where 
the contractor directly supervised the work 
or had previous experience of house build- 
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ing. Sub-contractors on the average expen- 
ded less manhours than the main contrac- 
tors for a given amount of work, and there 
was also some reduction with increasing size 
of contract. The results of this survey have 
now been published.* 


The investigation in progress at Norwich 
of thé potential value of a rail-mounted 
tower crane as an aid to productivity in 
house building has continued. Although 
increasing use is being made of mechanical 
plant in the building industry, it is often 
insufficiently realised that unless the opera- 
tion is well planned the fullest possible 
advantage will not be gained because of 
losses while the plant is standing idle. The 
whole work involved in a production run 
of 32 houses, built with the assistance of 
a tower crane, was carried out to a pre- 
arranged programme which included not 
only the part of the work which was directly 
assisted by the crane, namely walls, floor 
and roof, but also the internal finishings 
in which the use of the crane does not play 
a direct part. Since, however, the crane 
enabled a high rate of production of house 
shells, this rate needed to be maintained 
in the finishing processes, otherwise the 
advantages would in part be lost. In the 
event, this proved possible, and because of 
the planning there was a saving in manhours 
in the finishing trades over and above that 
due directly to the use of the crane in the 
construction of the shells. 


IMPROVED OUTPUT 


The overall results showed that a substan- 
tial improvement in output had been made 
on a site where the level of production had 
hitherto been about average for the country 
as a whole. A comparison of the results 
with those obtained in the survey of produc- 
tivity in house building referred to above 
showed that the total labour expenditure had 
been reduced from an average figure of 
around 2,800 manhours per house to a little 
over 1,800. In fact, out of the total of 151 
contracts studied in the survey only four 
achieved lower manhours. The effect of 
such a reduction in manhours is to produce 
considerable cost savings, even when allow- 
ance is made for the added cost of the crane. 
It is estimated that on an average level site 
with careful planning and organisation of the 
work, a saving of about £100 per house could 
be effected. 

The trials at Norwich have led to the 
development of a number of special pieces 
of equipment for handling the wide variety 
of building materials required, and also to 
the design of special equipment, such as 
turntables to enable the crane to negotiate 
corners. This equipment was tried out dur- 
ing the tests and proved generally satisfac- 
tory. 

Based on the experiments described above, 
a film “ House-building with a Tower 
Crane” has been produced and is available 
for loan. 


SCOTTISH MATERIALS 


Much of the Laboratory’s work, both 
experimental and advisory, is connected with 
the production and use of building materials 
in Scotland. Although more clay and com- 
position bricks are being produced locally 
than ever before, the supply is still well 
below the needs of the present building pro- 
gramme. Consequently, every effort is being 
made to develop alternative materials and 
methods of construction. 





* National Building Studies. Special Report No. 21. 
“* Productivity in House-Building.’’ (Second Report.) 
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Scottish products now being used for con- 
struction include a wide variety of concrete 
bricks, blocks and slabs, sand-lime, shale- 
lime and slag-lime bricks, and precast units 
made from gypsum plaster. Attempts are 
being made to utilise, for brick and block- 
making, pulverised-fuel ash, large quantities 
of which are available from two electricty 
power stations. In the construction of 
houses and flats, increasing use is being made 
of no-fines concrete and pre-stressed con- 
crete. 

The Station’s experience in materials, 
structures and their requirements is made 
available to the Scottish building industry 
through the Laboratory. Many of the new 
products have been examined and reports 
on their quality issued to the manufacturers, 
Similarly, proposals for many novel forms 
of construction have been reviewed to assess 
their functional efficiency. Manufacturers, 
architects and builders frequently consult the 
Laboratory about their problems. At the 
same time, every opportunity is taken to 
study the performance of buildings, new and 
old, in different localities throughout Scot- 
land so as to correlate existing information 
with local craft practice and conditions. 

The revision of the Model Building By- 
laws in Scotland has presented an invaluable 
opportunity for applying the results of the 
Station’s work. The Station-has been repre- 
sented by two assessors on the Working 
Party set up by the Secretary of State for 
Scotland to report on the revision. The 
Station suggested that, in order to achieve 
flexibility and give the fullest opportunity 
for the application of the results of research, 
by-laws should be based on functional 
requirements. The Station accordingly sub- 
mitted to the Working Party proposals for 
a complete revision along these lines. These 
proposals were adopted so far as the existing 
legislative framework would allow, and the 
draft revisions submitted to the Secretary of 
State represent a considerable advance in 
the technique of building control in Scot- 
land. The new Model should give designers 
considerable encouragement in the early 
application of new methods and materials.* 


INFORMATION SERVICES 


During the year some 70 reports, papers 
and articles have been published, either by 
HM Stationery Office or in the scientific and 
technical Press. A special effort has been 
made to bring up to date publication of 
Building Science Abstracts, and it was hoped 
to achieve this before the end of 1953. 

Over 10,000 inquiries on building prob- 
lems by letter and telephone have been dealt 
with during the year, as well as an approxi- 
mately equal number of requests for sources 
of information or copies of publications. 
About 50 special investigations have been 
carried out for fees paid by the sponsors, 
either to assess the suitability of materials 
for building purposes or to identify the 
causes of defects in structures or com- 
ponents. 


Canadian Technical Reports 


The National Research Council of Canada 
has published Technical Reports Nos. 13 and 
14 of the Division of Building Research, 
Ottawa. No. 13 is “ Fundamental Considera- 
tions in the Design of Exterior Walls for 
Buildings,’ by N. B. Hutcheon (price 50 
cents) and No. 14 is “Stud Spacing in 
Canadian Frame Houses,” by D. H. Ruther- 
ford (price 10 cents). 





*The new model by-laws for Scotland were pub- 
lished by H.M.S.O. in January, 1954, in separate sets 
for burghs and for counties. 
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ARCHITECTS’ 
REGISTRATION COUNCIL 


Eighty-ninth Ordinary Meeting 


OUNSEL’S opinion on the position of 
assistant architects in relation to Section 
1 of the 1938 Act was reported to the eighty- 
ninth ordinary meeting of the Architects’ 
Registration Council of the United Kingdom, 
held on June 11. Mr. Denis Poulton, 
Dip.Arch. (Liverpool), FRIBA, the newly 
appointed chairman, presided. 

The report of the Professional Purposes 
Committee, presented by Mr. T. E. Nort, 
stated that counsel had advised that the 
words in the Act—“ any name, style or title 
containing the word architect ””—were not 
ambiguous in relation to the term “ assistant 
architect,” which did not constitute a 
separate and distinct title outside the Act. 

Counsel had based his opinion largely on 
the fact that if the legislature had intended 
to recognise “assistant architect” as a 
separate and distinct title it would have been 
mentioned in sub-section 1 of Section 1, 
which referred to such titles as naval archi- 
tect, landscape architect and golf-course 
architect. For the purposes of Section 1 of 
the 1938 Act the term assistant architect 
includes the word “architect” and an 
offence would be committed by anyone 
against whom it could be proved that he 
practised or carried on business under the 
style “assistant architect,” without being 
registered under the principal Act. 

At the beginning of the meeting the Regis- 
trar, Mr. PEMBROKE WICKS, reported the 
death of a member of the Council, Mr. Ivor 
Foster. Mr. Foster, he said, was a member 
of the Professional Purposes Committee and 
the Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee. Later in the meeting Mr. Pembroke 
Wicks also reported the death of Mr. M. 
Faxton, who was formerly a member of the 
Council for several years. 

In succession to Mr. Kenneth Cross, who 
had resigned, Mr. R. E. Enthoven was elec- 
ted a member of the Council. 

Under Section 7, sub-section 5, of the 
principal Act, the Council considered the 
case of Mr. Basil Ian Briggs. 

The Discipline Committee found that he 
had written to the War Damage Commission 
purporting to act on behalf of clients from 
whom he had not received instructions and 
had also acted recklessly and improperly in 
his representations to the War Damage 
Commission relating to two other properties 
in respect of which he was asking to have 
the claims reopened. 

The Committee held that the War Damage 
Commission were entitled to rely on state- 
ments by Mr. Briggs as an architect, which 
statements in material respects he failed to 
take reasonable steps to verify. 

Mr. Briggs has been removed from the 
Register for one year. 

A motion of thanks and congratulation 
to Mr. Vincent Burr, chairman of the 
Admission Committee, on his having 
attended his 350th meeting of the Committee, 
was passed, on the proposition of Mr. S. W. 
MILBouRN. 

The Council approved the admission to the 
Register of 270 applicants. Of these, 264 
qualified by examination under Section 6 (1) 
(c) of the principal Act, and six qualified 
under Section 6 (1) (d) and under Regula- 
tion 26 (a) (3)—architects resigned, seeking 
Teadmission. 

_ This made the total number of applica- 
tions under the 1938 Act and Regulatign 26 
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(a), (2), (5), (7) and (b) 5,633; of these 3,973 
were recommended for admission, 1,455 were 
rejected and 205 were withdrawn. 

The Council. adopted the report of the 
Board of Architectural Education, presented 
by Mr. P. G. FREEMAN, which stated that 
in the first instance 94 applications were 
received for assistance under the mainten- 
ance scholarship scheme in 1954. Four 
were declined on financial grounds, eight 
were withdrawn by candidates for private 
reasons and 82 candidates were admitted to 
the examination. As the result of the 
examination 26 candidates were selected for 
interview and the Board recommended that 
16 new scholarships be awarded. The total 
of the new awards is £1,571. 

The award of a special maintenance 
scholarship was also recommended. 

Among the matters reported by the Pro- 
fessional Purposes Committee was a case in 
which it was alleged that an architect was 
acting as development manager to a con- 
struction firm. The solicitor complainant 
was satisfied that the architect in question 
was no longer in practice as such, so that 
his conduct could not be held, in the terms 
of the statute, to be conduct disgraceful to 
him in his capacity as an architect. 

The committee have accordingly instructed 
the Registrar to write to the architect con- 
cerned, drawing his attention to the view 
expressed by the Discipline Committee that 
an architect who, being no longer in prac- 
tice, is a principal in a building company, 
should resign from the Register in order to 
avoid misunderstanding. 

The Committee had received an inquiry 
whether an architect may enter into partner- 
ship with a surveyor who is a partner in a 
separate and distinct firm of estate agents. 

The Committee considered that while such 
an arrangement would not technically be a 
breach either of the Registration Council’s 
Code, or of the RIBA Code, it would 
certainly appear to be contrary to the spirit 
of the Code, and that an architect in partner- 
ship with a surveyor who was himself a 
partner in a separate firm of estate agents 
would sooner or later find himself in a 
position in which his interest was in conflict 
with his professional duty. 


LATER WORKING LIFE 
IN THE BUILDING 
INDUSTRY 


Findings of a Recent Study 


S part of its policy of studying the needs 

of old people, the Nuffield Foundation 
asked Mr. F. Le Gros Clark to make studies 
of the factors affecting continued employ- 
ment of elderly workers. By permission of 
the London County Council, the first study, 
which concerns the building industry, was 
carried out in the maintenance depots of 
the LCC’s Housing and Valuation Depart- 
ment. It is hoped to follow this study with 
a series of inquiries in other industries. The 
purpose is to find out, if possible, what 
actually happens to men as they age under 
various industrial conditions—in building, 
transport, mines, and the rest. 

In the present case of the building in- 
dustry, states the report, the conditions were 
very favourable for the retention of elderly 
craftsmen and labourers, because in the 


immediate post-war years many of the local 
authorities had some difficulty in securing 
young labour for their building staffs. Most 
of the 320 men studied were traced from the 
age of 60 down to the end of their working 
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lives as building employees, though some 
of them may possibly have found further 
employment. They were all on maintenance 
and repair work; and this is usually to the 
advantage of an elderly man. 

A good many conclusions could be drawn 
from an examination of their health and em- 
ployment records. They were all apparently 
quite fit for the job as they approached their 
sixties. But of every 100 men who were 
fit at 60, not many more than 70 were still 
fit as building workers by 66 years. A few 
had died in the interval; and the rest were 
more or less incapacitated by age or im- 
paired health. After that the decline in 
numbers through age or ill health was steady 
and continuous,so that at 70 years only about 
30 of the original 100 men were still in the 
labour force. Most of the men who re- 
mained after their mid-sixties could probably 
have not stood the pace of work in modern 
housing construction. 


EXCEPTIONAL MEN 


One striking fact, the report continues, is 
that many of those who survived into their 
seventies seem to have been men with un- 
usually sound constitutions. They were 
ageing, says the report, but they were not 
ailing much. These exceptional men can be 
found in all industries; and they give no in- 
dication of what has been happening to the 
ordinary run of men. In the later sixties a 
considerable number of men had to quit 
with various degenerative complaints or 
through rheumatism and chronic bronchitis. 
The report suggests that building workers do 
not necessarily suffer more from such ail- 
ments than other men, but that the nature 
of their work inevitably makes the ailments, 
when they do occur, a serious handicap. The 
bout of sickness cannot be “worked off” 
as readily as it might have been 20 years 
earlier; and a man finds himself compelled 
to quit. At least 17 per cent. of all the men 
made an effort to get back into the job too 
soon after a more or less serious bout of 
illness, remained at work for a month or 
two, and then retired, apparently for good. 
Some of them admitted that they could not 
recover confidence and sureness of manipu- 
lation. It is suggested that this experience 
may be commoner in industry than is 
realised, and that measures of rehabilitation 
might salvage quite a number of elderly men 
for a few more years of useful work. 

It seemed clear that not much “light ” 
work could be found for ageing men around 
the building depots; and this difficulty is 
fairly general throughout industry to-day. A 
few light jobs of the kind were reserved for 
long-term employees. 

There was no great difference among the 
various crafts, or between craftsmen and 
labourers, at all events for men in their later 
sixties and early seventies. The season of 
the year, too, seems to have made little 
difference in the decision when a man would 
finally quit, though bronchitis was naturally 
commoner in the winter months. 

The report adds: “It is believed that this 
report could help to set the problem ef the 
ageing employee on a realistic basis. Much 
still remains to be known; but we have now 
a more exact clue as to the medical and 
administrative approach that will be needed. 
We can be certain that the subject has to 
be studied job by job, since it is in ‘arge 
measure the job a man does that ultimately 
decides how long he is able to carry on as 
an effective worker.” 

A limited number of copies of the full 
report are available free from the Nuffield 
Foundation, Nuffield Lodge, Regent’s Park, 
London, NWI. 
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CRICKET 


National Federation Beat the Vitruvians 


(THE annual cricket match between the 

National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, played at the ground of the 
Richmond Cricket Club on June 4, ended 
in a win for the National Federation by 62 
runs. This was the closest result yet in a 
series now extending over five games, and 
but for a great and chanceless innings by 
B. W. Gregory, who made his second succes- 
sive century in this game, the Federation’s 
score might have been small indeed. The 
Vitruvians’ bowling backed up by keen field- 
ing was good throughout; Mudie, Dowson 
(who came fast off the pitch) and Batty 
were treated with consistent respect by all 
except Gregory to whose majestic form all 
bowling came alike. Four sixes and 15 fours 
in an innings of 102 tell their own story. 
Gregory fell in the end to the wiles of Batty 
whose six wickets for 46 represented good 
bowling against a strong side. 


When the Vitruvians batted, a devastating 
spell by the left-handed Munnion had four 
Vitruvian wickets down for 13, but Batty and 
Mudie, and later Franklyn and Mudie 
shared in hard-hitting stands which brought 
the score to 140 before Mudie’s splendid 
innings of 67 ended; he hit 12 fours in a 
delightful exhibition of stroke play. The 
pattern of the later batsmen followed too 
faithfully that of the early part of the 
innings, and the builders were left winners 
by 62 runs. 


The first ball, as is customary, was bowled 
by the President (Mr. George Grosvenor) 
and was treated with the degree of respect 
it deserved. At lunch Mr. Grosvenor 
welcomed the journalists in a cordial and 
fighting speech to which Mr. Alec Faldo 
responded. Keen cricket, the beautiful con- 
dition of the Richmond ground and glorious 
weather combined to make this a memorable 
game. Scores: 
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National Federation 


P. H. P. Lovell b. Mudie .. fon ae 
R. W. Triggs c. Matthews b. Dowson .. 
B. W. Gregory b. Batty .. ay 

F. Morton c. and b. Dowson 

W. D. Bryant lbw b. Mudie 

F. J. Munnion lbw b. Batty .. re 

R. E. Costain c. Franklyn b. Batty 

C. F. Kidman lbw b. Batty .. cy 

V. R. Blake c. Franklyn b. Batty .. 

B. W. Garrett not out es oe 

J. A. Bird (capt.) b. Batty .. 

Extras... ws ws ue 

Total 


Vitruvians 


D. Boswell lbw b. Bird = 
J. K. Hawkes b. Munnion .. 
F. Matthews b. Munnion 
A. Boyd b. Munnion .. 

J. G. Batty c. Bryant b. 


Garrett |. bs Sy) Saee 
R. D. Mudie b. Bird .. 3 


W. Franklyn b. Munnion .. a as i 
R. Dowson c. Munnion b. Costain .. <s ce. ae 
W. A. K. Faldo c. Kidman b. Costain .. Pe 
A. Watts not out .. - ms a is ie 
I. M. Leslie (capt.) b. Munnion .. We ws 0 
Extras .. oe ae - sf “a ‘ 10 
Total 145 
Bowling 
Vitruvians National Federation 
M R W OM R W 
Mydie -- 14 2 60 2 =Munnion ..9 2 35 5 
Dowson .. 9 2 28 2. Bird oor a ee 
Franklyn .. 5 1 35 O Garrett Tew 23 4 
Boyd 2 - 15 0 Blake ets 2 1G. 2 
Batty - 7 1 46 6 Kidman 2 - 22 
Gregory 2 - 14 
Costain « wm 25.2 


Umpires: P. J. Flitton and A. Mackley 
Scorers: L. McCarthy and C. Moisey 


RIBA v LMBA 


THE ARCHITECTS were defeated by six 
wickets when the RIBA v LMBA cricket 
match was played on June 3, at the Pearl 
Assurance Cricket Ground, New Malden. 
The builders’ success was due largely to a 
good innings by A. F, Wallis. The results 
were as follows:— 

RIBA.—J. Kennedy Hawkes, b. Evans, M. P. (14); 
A. Douglas, b. Burton (2); B. S. Smyth, c. Lessiter, 
b. Garrett (25); D. L. Robinson, c. & b. Evans, M. P. 
(7); G. Fyson, |.b.w., b. Lessiter (20); C. A. R. 
Norton, c. Lessiter, b. Burton (29); J. G. Batty, b. 
Burton (1); D. S. Taylor, b. Burton (3); D. le M. 
Brock, b. Burton (23); F. G. Cooper, not out (2); R. 
Case, c. Evans, R. L., b. Burton (4); extras (15); total, 





In this group at the annual match between the NFBTE and the Vitruvians are (/. to r.): (Back) 
P. }. Flitton C. Moisey, B. Garrett, F. Munnion, B. Gregory, C. Kidman, R. E. Costain, 
W. D. Bryant. (Front) F. Morton, P. H. P. Lovell, G. W. Grosz enor, J. A. Bird (Capt.), 


S. F. S. Hearder, R. W. 


Triggs and V. R. Blake. 
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Mr. G. W. Grosvenor, National President, 
bowling the first ball in the match against the 
Vitruvians. 


145. Burton 6 for 30; Evans 2 for 50; Garrett 1 for 
17; Lessiter 1 for 12. : 

LMBA.—A. F. Wallis, b. Robinson (73); E. Lessiter, 
c. & b. Cooper (16); F. Vidler, 1.b.w., b. Norton 
(31); J. Seward, not out (19); R. L. Evans, b. Robin- 
son (0); D. Smallwood, not out (0); D. F. Wallis, 
M. P. Evans, W. C. Burton, R. F. Tobitt, B. J. 
Garrett did not bat; extras (7); total 146. Robinson 
2 for 37; Cooper 1 for 22; Batty 1 for 15. 


RIBA GOLFING SOCIETY 
Spring Meeting 


THE SPRING MEETING of the RIBA Golfing 
Society was held on May 18, at Coombe Hill 
Golf Club and was well attended. 

The Sullivan Trophy was won by J. W. 
McGregor with a score of 77-4=73 after a 
tie with G. Felix Wilson whose score was 
78-5=73. J. W. McGregor was awarded the 
trophy on the best score for the second 
nine holes. 

The afternoon fourball bogey competition 
was won by W. R. F. Fisher and E. H. 
Firmin with a score of 6 up. 

The meeting was also notable for a hole 
in one achieved by Victor Farrier at the 
ninth. 


OBITUARY 


P. E. Hale, ARIBA 
WE REGRET to announce the death of Mr. 
P. E. Hale, ARIBA, AMTPI, chief assistant 
architect in the Borough Engineer and Sur- 
veyor’s Department, Camberwell, which 
occurred recently at his Richmond home. 


Ronald L. Brewis, FIAS, AIQS 

WE REGRET to announce the death, which 
took place suddenly on June 2, of Mr. 
Ronald L. Brewis, FIAS, AIQS, at the age 
of 42. After being manager of the Cardiff 
branch of Messrs. Wallace S. Chapple for 
some years he commenced practice in 1945 
in Cardiff and was a member of the Cardiff 
City Council from 1946 to 1949. 

Mr. Brewis had been an active member 
of the IAAS and was chairman of the South 
Wales and Monmouthshire chapter in 1947 
and chairman of the Western Counties 
branch in 1950. 

Arrangements have been made for the 
practice to continue under the direction of 
Mr. H. C. Lissenden, FRICS, FIAS, of 
12-13, Grafton-street, London, WI. 


R. V. G. Woolley 
WE REGRET that the death occurred at his 
home at Lapworth, of Mr, R. V. G. Woolley, 
aged 68. Mr. Woolley was a landscape archi- 
tect by profession and at one time a member 
of the editorial staff of Country Life. He 
was a member of Warwick Rural Council for 
nearly 21 years. 
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DISUSED EXCAVATIONS 
Restoration in North-West Kent 
[From a Correspondent] 


AT the meeting of the Kent County 
Council recently, the Planning Com- 
mittee submitted a report on the restoration 
of disused excavations in the Dartford- 
Northfleet area, and the disposal of indus- 
trial and domestic waste from South-East 
London and North-West Kent. This report 
contained a scheme which was prepared by 
the County Planning Officer, Mr. J. W. R. 
Adams, PPTPI, and his staff, and which is 
obviously aimed at killing two birds with 
one stone, i.e., filling up these huge holes of 
spoliation of the fair countryside of Kent 
by waste from houses and factories. 

The report is obviously the result of a 
considerable amount of painstaking research 
work, and the County Planning Committee, 
the Planning Officer and his staff are to be 
congratulated on taking this first real. step 
in dealing with the problem. But on reflec- 
tion one is bound to ask oneself whether or 
not the report is exhaustive enough, and 
whether closely allied problems should not 
have been dealt with at the same time. 

One is also conscious of the fact that the 
problem of filling these disused chalk pits 
should have been tackled some 30 or so years 
ago, and that by the tardiness of the authori- 
ties in tackling this problem the situation has 
become considerably aggravated and the 
solution made more difficult and much more 
costly. 

Also, 30 years ago the Kent coal mine 
refuse had hardly started to pile up and 
could have been taken to these excavations 
direct (railway lines are laid to some of these 
pits) instead of being allowed to pile up in 
dumps about 50 ft. in height on land which 
is so badly needed for agricultural purposes, 
to say nothing of the growing spoliation of 
a very beautiful countryside. At the same 
time the dredging of silt from the Thames 
and Medway docks was being taken to a 
spot some 30 miles off the coast and there 
dumped in the sea (to return on the next 
tides), whereas this could have been used 
to help consolidate the filling of mine slag, 
tefuse and overburden from the cement 
works diggings in the locality. 

_The report mentions industrial and domes- 
tic waste as future filling, but nothing is said 
about using the excavated material from the 
Thames tunnel near by. 


CIVIL DEFENCE NEEDS 


Then there is the allied problem with 
which the KCC should be much concerned, 
and that is of civil defence, particularly as 
this is the nearest coast to the Continent. 
To prepare a report only on filling up these 
Many excavations, some 50 to 100 acres in 
area and up to about 150 ft. deep, is mani- 
festly absurd when they might so easily be 


| used as deep shelters in times of war and 


for storage in times of peace. 

To make such excavations now would cost 
several million pounds, and the fact that 
many of them are situated in a rapidly grow- 


» ing and highly industrialised area means that 
_ Is addition to their having ready access as 


_ shelters, when 


TS 


Ate they are filled they will greatly 
facilitate town planning and be of consider- 
able value as sites for building. 

In fact, at the time of the Munich crisis 


53 scheme was prepared showing the employ- 
| Ment of standardised ferro-concrete shelters 







at the bottom of one of the biggest chalk 


) Pits. It had a shelter accommodation for 
> *veral thousand people, access to the 
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Thames on one side and a railway on the 
other, and to four roads on the surface. 
Provision was made for a number of traffic 
ramps, lifts and staircases, sanitation and 
ventilation plants. 

This scheme was submitted to, and favour- 
ably commented upon, by the civil defence 
experts, both locai and at headquarters, but 
was eventually lost in the pigeon-holes of 
Whitehall. 

The purport of the report is to deal only 
with the filling of these huge disused excava- 
tions with waste from near-by houses and 
factories, and thus “free” the surface for 
town and country planning. But this, it is 
felt, is not enough as the task involves far 
bigger problems. 

It is therefore suggested that the KCC 
should set up a committee to investigate the 
problem as a whole, and that on this com- 
mittee there should be represented, in addi- 
tion to planning, agriculture, mines, the PLA, 
the Medway and the catchments boards, 
civil defence and others concerned. 5 

Moreover, that action should be taken 
now, as these problems worsen with delay, 
and thus become much more expensive to 
the hard-pressed ratepayer who has to foot 
the bill every time. 


** MATERIALS 
AND TECHNIQUES ” 
The Clay Industry’s Position 

By N. G. Breeze 


OPES have been expressed by this news- 
paper andthe Building Research 
Station that the comments of manufacturers 
will be forthcoming on the paper* presented 
by Messrs. W. A. Allen, ARIBA, and 
Edward D. Mills, FRIBA, at the British 
Architects Conference at Torquay recently. 
Unquestionably the paper—certainly a 
remarkable work in its content and manner 
of presentation—is of a provocative nature, 
and it will indeed be a slight upon the 
authors and loss to the architectural and 
building professions if considerable discus- 
sion does not ensue. I do not subscribe to 
the view that only manufacturers should be 
“heard.” It seems to me that the subject is 
so vast and the implications of such import- 
ance that the views of every section of pro- 
fessional and industrial activity connected 
with building should be encouraged. Let us 
really try to get at the core of matters. How 


_ better can this be accomplished than by the 


airing of every point of view? With this in 
mind, I venture as a free-lance on the pro- 
duction side of the heavy clay industry to 
set forth a few personal, and I hope useful, 
comments. 

One admires the skill and modesty with 
which a paper of such great significance was 
presented. At the same time, the ground 
covered is in itself a stumbling-block which 
must of necessity have aspects savouring 
rather more of “sketchiness” than fact. 
This is not due to any failing on the part of 
Messrs, Allen and Mills, but rather serves 
to underline the magnitude of the task on 
which they embarked. Any criticism must 
therefore take account of gaps which were 
bound to .appear. 

Primarily, such lack of detail concerns 
criticism of materials and the methods in 
which they are made available. In many 
respects this criticism is justified, but not 
always. Research is constantly going on at 
association and individual level and, whilst 
on the face of it we may be accused of 





* A summary of the paper appeared in The Builder 
of May 28.—Ep. 
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lagging behind the Americans and rest of the 
European continent, the fact remains that we 
are alert to the ever demanding conditions. 
We are somewhat slower in bringing new 
methods into the open. Perhaps this is a 
good thing. I feel that it is, particularly in 
those cases where delay is deliberate, pend- 
ing exhaustive and comprehensive tests. 

The peculiarity of our climate has not 
been overlooked by the authors when 
initially referring to the materials we have ta 
use, but there is a definite lack of considera- 
tion on this point in relation to the produc- 
tion of materials here. For example, bricks 
and clay products come in for a good deal 
of criticism. Are the authors aware of the 
different conditions in this country and in 
America? Would they agree that much of 
the brick production in America is by means 
of the soft mud process, whereas here we are 
concerned with wire-cut, stiff plastic and 
semi-dry press processes? A measure of 
production in this country is by the soft mud 
process. Again, we find reference to the 
apparent reluctance of British manufac- 
turers to take up the idea of incorporating 
pulverised fuel ash with clay. Tests have 
been going on for some considerable time (1) 
to determine the suitability of fly-ash with 
varying types of clay (there are many kinds) 
and (2) to ascertain the cost angle. Further, 
some manufacturers have used fuel ash for 
many years, a point which I believe was 
made by Mr. Howard Lobb in the discussion 
following the paper. 


PERFORATED BLOCKS 


In the field of perforation there are indi- 
cations that we are lagging behind some 
countries, but the problem is receiving atten- 
tion. Attempts have been and are being 
made by a number of manufacturers to 
enter this branch of claycraft, but- it must 
not be forgotten that the efforts of most 
producers of heavy clay goods have recently 
been 100 per cent. towards meeting the 
tremendous demands of the building industry 
for increased production of established 
products. Research has played a smaller 
part than many of us desire during this 
phase of operations, but it may well be 
that as production rises more time and effort 
will be brought to bear upon new methods. 
It has been said previously, but it is neces- 
sary to repeat again, the extent to which 
war-time conditions reduced our heavy clay 
activities. Out of 1,300 brickworks, some 
900 had to be closed, and many of them 
have not, and unfortunately will not, oper 
again. Superhuman efforts are being made 
by the present producers to meet demands 
both in regard to quantity, quality and new 
trends. Shortages of labour and materials, 
shortages of coal and often the wrong type 
of firing for kilns and driers are some of 
the difficulties to be overcome. This and 
much more has been the lot of the English 
brickmaker, but slowly and surely he is 
now delivering the goods, and I am certain 
he will continue to do so, given a balanced 
building programme. We must not overlook 
costs, particularly when looking at sug- 
gested new products, and there is a danger 
if we rush into things before comprehensive 
tests have been made. 

Much brickwork is pleasing to look at; 
much of it is carried out cheaply. How 
many give a thought to the fact that 
millions of bricks delivered to sites to-day 
cost rather less than 14d. each? At an 
average weight of 5-6 lb., manufactured, 
fired and delivered that is by no means 
expensive. Indeed, this will take some 
beating if traditional brick is to be bettered. 
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I agree that we must be fully alive to 
new trends. I believe that the apathy of 
which we are accused is greatly overrated. 
Designers must not overlook the fact that 
cost is still one of the overriding factors. 
New methods must prove themselves in this 
and in every other respect before they can 
supersede some of our present materials. 
On the labour side machines have taken 
care of much of the hard site work, but 
despite this wage rates have still risen. We 
must ensure that new methods and new 
materials give a different result. Aesthetic- 
ally, practically and in cost, advantages must 
be shown. 

This is not to say that the day will not 
dawn when we shall see developments. I 
hope we shall, but for reasons which I hope 
I have made clear we may have to take 
things a little slower than some people 
imagine—in the matter of bricks and mortar, 
anyway. Other sections of the industry 
may report otherwise. In conclusion, I feel 
that the authors of the paper “ Materials 
and Techniques” should be heartily con- 
gratulated. The paper goes to show that 
those responsible for our present and future 
designing are anxious to give us the best 
possible structures. 


CEMENT AND CONCRETE 
ASSOCIATION 


Training and Research 


INCE the Cement and Concrete Associa- 

tion inaugurated its annual programme 

of training courses in 1950, more than 2,778 

engineers, architects and supervisors have 

attended 80 courses at the training centre at 
Wexham-place, Fulmer, Bucks. 

There are normally 17 or 18 courses each 
year. Among the subjects to which courses 
have been devoted are prestressed concrete, 
design of concrete mixes, quality control 
of concrete and modern methods of concrete 
road construction, as well as special courses 
for architects and the cast stone and cast 
products industry. 

The Association’s research and develop- 
ment station at Fulmer is engaged on a busy 
research programme. In addition to its main 
programme, which is generally of a long-term 
nature, the research station undertakes some 
ad hoc experimental work at the request of 
the engineering and building industry, and 
makes tests to help the Association’s tech- 
nical advisory staff. Routine and standard 
tests are normally undertaken only if the 
results are likely to add to general knowledge 
or are required in connection with some 
particular research project. 

The greatest volume of work done in the 
chemistry and physics section is performed 
as a service to the other research sections and 
to the technical advisory staff of the Asso- 
ciation dealing with inquiries from industry. 

This work consists of chemical analyses, 
examinations of cement, aggregates and con- 
crete and the design and construction of 
non-standard measuring equipment. The 
chemical analysis of concrete to determine 
the cement/aggregate ratio, the type and 
grading of the aggregate and the nature of 
any contaminating substances is an important 
part of the work of the analytical laboratory. 


CONCRETE SECTION 


In spite of its all-embracing name, the 
concrete section deals only with the proper- 
ties of concrete as a material and with the 
effect of the constituent materials on these 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Old Isleworth 


ON June 1 Mr. READER Harris asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Gover. 
ment what approach had been made to hin 
by the Middlesex County Council fo 
permission to redevelop Old Isleworth. 

Mr. MarPLEs, who replied, said that th 
Council had asked the Minister to haste 
approval of the proposals for this area in th 
County Development Plan, but he had ty 
approve the Plan as a whole. 
the local authority could put forward pro. 
posals for starting the most urgent work, 
Overspill in Clyde Valley 

On June 1 Mrs. JEAN MANN asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland whether he 
would introduce a Towns Development Ac 
to assist overspill problems in the Cly& 
Valley: and whether he would take steps to 
extend the English Act, with suitable amend. 
ments, to Scotland. 

Mr. JAMES StuarRT said that in a recent 
report the Clyde Valley Regional Planniy 
Advisory Committee took the view tha 
arrangements of the kind Mrs. Mann had in 
mind would be inappropriate in relation to 
the new development at Cumbernauld 
recommended by the Committee in a 
earlier report; but-they were considering the 
question further in connection with other 
possible methods of dealing with overspil, 

“Mr. ForMan asked the Secretary of State 
for Scotland if he was now in a position to 
make a statement on the request made to 
him, by the Clyde Valley Planning Advisory 
Committee, that a new town be built a 
Cumbernauld under the provisions of th & 
New Towns Act, 1946. 

Mr. JAMES StTuaRT said he had recently 
received from the Committee a_ further 
report on this proposal which he was now 
considering. 

Stamp Duty on Houses 

On June 1 Mr. GILBERT LONGDEN asked 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, if, in order 
to encourage house ownership, he would 
abolish or reduce the stamp duty on cor 
veyances of property up to £2,500 in value. 

Mr. J. A. Boyp-CaRPENTER, Financid 
Secretary to the Treasury, said he regretted F 
that the Chancellor could not adopt this 
suggestion. Following the concession 
which the Chancellor introduced in 192 & 
conveyances of sale of property other thi 
stocks and securities already enjoyed pr 
ferential treatment for stamp duty purposs 
where the price did not exceed £3,450. 





properties. Its programme includes as a main 
topic a study of methods of mix design for 

mixes of all kinds, but a part of this work 

is devoted to mix design for very high 

strength. 

The investigation was begun because of the 
increasing demand for concrete of high 
strength, particularly for prestressing, and 
because it was becoming clear that very high 
strengths could not always be obtained with 
certainty by the normal methods of mix 
design. 

A separate department of the concrete sec- 
tion has recently been set up to undertake 
research on construction methods, but it has 
not been in operation long enough for it to 
be possible to quote any results. Its work 
is at present concentrated mostly on methods 
of making concrete floors and, in particular, 
on securing adequate bond between a con- 
crete surfacing and the main structural con- 
crete slab below it. The chief method of 
research used by the department is that of 
examining the processes of construction on 
actual works and investigating failures when 
they occur. 

The structures research laboratory at 
Fulmer is the first of the new buildings to 
be specifically designed for its purpose. It 
consists of a single testing hall with offices 
and other accommodation adjoining. In 
this hall is situated the main testing appara- 
tus, which consists essentially of a very strong 
floor containing large screw sockets at 2 ft. 
centres. To this floor is bolted an adjustable 
steel framework to take the reaction of any 
number of hydraulic jacks, which are 
operated from a single pump and control 
box. This arrangement is infinitely variable 
and allows any kind of testing to be carried 
out on any kind of structure. Frameworks 
up to 30 ft. by 15 ft. by about 6 ft. high 
can be placed in the framework without 
special modifications, and beams up to about 
150 ft. in length could be tested. 

In addition to the main framework, it is 
possible to set up any number of small inde- 
pendent frames on the floor, so that a num- 
ber of tests can proceed at the same time. 
Among the research projects now in progress 
or recently completed are: (1) A study of 
friction in prestressing systems. (2) A study 
of the behaviour of flat slabs. (3) A study 
of the transverse distribution of load in 
multiple-beam bridge deck systems. 





























































SURFACE FINISHES 


Among the activities of the works and 
services section has been some particularly 
interesting work on surface finishes for con- 
crete. This has included work on render- 
ings, on the tooling of in situ concrete and 
on moulded surfaces, but most progress has 
been made on the use of precast slabs with 
surface textures produced by exposing the 
aggregate. 

The textured surfaces are produced by 
various methods, including spraying the con- 
crete before it has hardened in order to wash 
out the cement and so expose the coarse 
aggregate, brushing the partially hardened 
concrete to produce a similar effect, the sand- 
bed method in which coarse aggregate is 
partially embedded in the surface and 
scraping the surface after the concrete has 
hardened. By using strongly coloured aggre- 
gates, dark coloured surfaces can be obtained 
that are quite permanent and which can be 
cleaned by the normal methods used with 
brick or stone buildings. An exhibition of 
these slabs has been arranged at Fulmer for 
the benefit of architects and others interested. 







Cement Supplies 
On June 3, MR. PETER FREEMAN asked tit F 
Minister of Works whether he was’ aware d & 
the continued shortage of cement in Sout 
Wales and, particularly, in Newport, which 
had been holding up building operations dF 
all varieties for the past two years, al > 
threatened to cause similar difficulties in t 
near future; and what action he proposed) 
take to deal with the situation. : 
Sir Davip Ecctes said that there had beet 
and was no general shortage. A few cass 
of difficulty had been brought to the note 
of his Cardiff office. He was hopeful tht 
increasing supplies would meet all demands 
Mr. FREDERICK WILLEY asked the Miaistt 
of Works what steps he was taking 0% 
prove the supplies of cement to North F 
England. 7 
Sir Davin Ecctes said that supplies 
cement were increasing. The Northe 
coast would receive its fair share and, acct 
‘ing to his information, demands should # 
met. This was the peak season of the )®§ 
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MECHANICAL HANDLING 
EXHIBITION 


[From a Correspondent] 


[N the fourth Mechanical Handling Ex- 
hibition (Olympia, June 9-19) are shown 
and demonstrated up-to-date methods and 
machines for lifting, hauling, conveying and 
handling every conceivable type of material 
and manufactured article. 

Many exhibits are of interest to builders, 
being designed especially for them, or 
readily adaptable to their needs. Apart from 
them, however, the exhibition provides a 
splendid opportunity to study materials 
handling methods that have been evolved for 
other industries, some of which may well 
stimulate ideas applicable on building sites. 

The display of mobile cranes is the first 
thing to catch the eye. They are of many 
different types and sizes, and there should 
be one to suit every individual taste and re- 
quirement. R. H. Neal show their type R. 
10-ton model—one of the very few mobile 
cranes able to slew and trayel with its maxi- 
mum load without outriggers. Neal’s also 
show a hydraulic lorry loading crane which 
can be fixed behind the cab of a standard 
lorry and lifts loads up to one and a half 
tons. This crane is suitable for handling 
many heavy building materials—large pipes, 
precast concrete units, etc. Thos. Smith and 
Sons show their M.E. type lorry-mounted 
crane, a machine of many uses with a maxi- 
mum lift of 15 tons on outriggers, or alterna- 
tively a jib length up to 100 ft. It can also 
be rigged with conventional 4 cub. yd. ex- 
cavator equipment. 

The most recent “ Jumbo” crane, made 
by F. Taylor and Sons, is a 6-ton cross- 
country model with four-wheel drive. These 
cranes are fully hydraulic, in-line lifting, and 
can operate with grabs and other attach- 
ments. Also on the stand was a 3-ton 180 
deg. slewing model, a new departure in 
cranes of this type. 

George Cohen Sons and Co. exhibit the 


“Hydruped” pedal fork-lift truck with 
_batented gripping attachment. 
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The Neal 30-cwt. lorry loader. 


new Jones KL75 crane, designed particuiarly 
with an eye to construction work, and fitted 
for this purpose with a 65 ft. jib and jury 
mast and outriggers. Other Jones models 
are shown both on pneumatics and crawlers. 


USEFUL NEWCOMER 


Steels Engineering have an outstanding ex- 
hibit in their new Colossus truck-mounted 
crane, said to be the largest of its type in 
the world, with a lifting capacity of 92,000 
lbs. at 12 ft. radius. 

Another useful looking newcomer to the 
range of available lorry mounted cranes 
is the “ Staffa’’ mounted on an AEC chassis. 
A feature of this exhibit is the 60 ft. light 
alloy jib, but steel jibs can also be supplied. 
Maximum lift on outriggers with a 30 ft. 
jib is around 124 tons and all controls are 
fully hydraulic. This crane is shown by 


Chamberlain Industries alongside their well- 
known “ Staffa ” 3-ton runabout. 


Ransomes and Rapier have an entirely 
new 10-ton diesel-electric full circle slew- 


ing crane on pneumatics, which can be 
fitted with a jib extension 
tons 


to lift 24 
50 ft. at 26 ft. radius. 
The growing popularity of monotower 


construction cranes is not reflected in this 
exhibition, the only one on view being a 
scale model of R. H. Neal’s 12 cwt./24 
tons model with a maximum lift of 115 ft. 
and outreach 56 ft. 


Loading shovels are well represented. 


Brays have a new model called the ‘ Dua- 
loader,” which can be used either for for- 
ward tipping or as an overshot loader. 
has a 3 cub. yd. bucket and hydraulic 
crowding action, and is mounted on a modi- 
fied Fordson industrial tractor chassis. They 
are also exhibiting the prototype of a new 
hydraulic loading shovel mounted on the 
County full-tracked Fordson which, as well 
as loading loose materials, can dig most 
types of soil from the solid. 
show a new overloader and a front dis- 
charge model. 
small Muirhill LH/1 loader with a capacity 
of 1,200 Ibs., designed specially for working 
in confined spaces, and also their standard 
heavy duty winch operated model. 
Chaseside Engineering Co. show their 4 cub. 


It 


Weatherill 
E. Boydell and Co. have the 


The 


yd. light excavator, also winch operated. 
Another newcomer is the exceptionally com- 
pact Coventry-Climax bulkloader with 124 
cub. ft. bucket and hydraulic crowd, which 
has a turning radius of only 83 in. 


PETROL OR. DIESEL DUMPER 


Chaseside Engineering Co. show a 34 cu. 
yd. heavy duty dumper. A stripped down 
model demonstrates how the basic Fordson 
engine and transmission have been used in an 





The Bray “ Dualoader’”’ 
loading shovel. 


dual-purpose 


entirely redesigned frame of strength and 
rigidity. It can be supplied alternatively with 
a Perkins diesel engine. C.H. Johnson, Ltd., 
show their 1 cub. yd. diesel dumper, designed 
to fill the gap between the large 2- and 3-cub. 
yd. machines and small light types. It can 
be supplied with alternative size skips, the 
smallest of which has a loading height of 
just over 3 ft. It has ample power and good 
traction on soft ground. 

Fork-lift trucks are prominent in the ex- 
hibition, and though their application to the 
building industry is perhaps limited, they 
have some interesting possibilities. They have 
been used successfully for handling and stack- 
ing cement and other bulk materials in bags; 
they are used in brickworks, and now that 
“cross-country” models are available, and 
various types of gripping forks have been 
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developed, they may eventually find their rotary drilling should be of interest to everyy PRODUCTION EXHIBITION 
way onto building sites for handling bricks, one in the building industry. st tet 

blocks and other materials, Ransomes and Finally, for a er 00 the Fence a =a London Opening in July 
Rapier show an interesting model with a at the British Tabulating achine Co’s i oe 
ll jib attachment allowing an alter- stand in the National Hall gallery is recom- N attempt to translate “P age. 
native use as a crane. On a much smaller mended, where a new automatic electronic | | into Yer me eg rae led aie te Organ- 
scale the “ Hydruped” fork lift truck exhi- weighing and recording system is demon- wenn - ea rst ye - etter “s ibition, 
bited by R. H. Corbett and Co. is pedal strated. de 1c . hg pee = i ao e 7 Tesj- 
propelled, with battery operated lift and This short review does not claim to be a 0 wend — ot “inner r. Peter 
steering. It is economical and extremely comprehensive, and visitors will certainly orneycroit, a ympia, London. 
manoeuverable on a hard floor, and with a find a great deal to interest them that has | Under the patronage of His Royal High- 
capacity of up to 1,000 Ibs. is a handy little not been mentioned. To sum up, it is grati- ness the Duke of Edinburgh this exhibition 
machine in a precast concrete yard or for fying to see the great advances made since has been organised by Andry Montgomery, 
similar applications. It can be supplied with the last exhibition two years ago, particularly Ltd., who are associated with the organisa- 


patented gripping forks if required. in the range and variety of mobile cranes tion of the Building Exhibition which was 
and loading shovels, and one gets an all- established in 1895. a. 
CONVEYORS ON VIEW round impression of careful design and good “A high level of production is a necessity 


Conveyors of many different types are, of workmanship in the exhibits. Builders handle for this country to survive,” state the organ- 
course, among the most prominent exhibits. large quantities of a great variety of isers, “but it has seldom been made clear 
The stands of C. H. Johnson and Crone and materials, and still do most of it without that the level of productivity governs the 
Taylor are of particular interest in this re- any mechanical aid. The nature of a build- efficiency with which men play their part at 
spect. The former show their “ Hyloveyor,” jng site makes it rare for there to be any all levels in production, in which knowledge 
a 24-in. adjustable belt elevator, 48 ft. centres simple or obvious solution to a handling 1s utilised, in which materials are used; in 
with either manual or powered hydraulic problem. All the more reason for keeping short, it measures our reward as individuals 
control of elevation. Along with it the up to date with what is being done, and and as a nation.” 

“Labond” loader is a 14 ft. conveyor fitted what machines are available. A visit to this The exhibition has been made possible 
with a hopper low and wide enough to receive exhibition and a chat with some of the exhi- by the co-operation of the Institution of 


bulk material direct from a tipping lorrv. bjtors is a good way of doing so. Production Engineers, who are the sponsors, 
These two units combined enable material to Other organisations have come forward, with 
be stockpiled or loaded to high level hoppers ‘ many manufacturers, in a joint effort to con- 
direct from a lorry. BUILDING SOCIETIES tribute to an exhibition of the many aspects 

Crone and Taylor show similar equipment, of productivity, which includes developments 
in this case a 40-ft. by 24-in. belt stacker with LOANS in almost every field of industry. 


swivelling wheels to allow it to traverse, and Coupled with the exhibition is the confer- 
capable of being towed long distances on the Interest Charges and the Bank Rate ence at which the Institution of Production 
highway, and the “Walrus” loader for . Tye Building Societies Association issued Engineers will bring together prominent 
transferring materials from lorries to the 4 statement last week pointing out that there production engineers in this country, with 
stacker. They also show their “Meteor” ji, “no necessary or immediate connection speakers of world-wide eminence, during the 
thrower. It consists of a hopper feeding a between the Bank Rate and the rates paid seven days of the exhibition. The confer- 
short inclined belt which runs at high speed and charged by building societies.” The fact ence will be opened by the Earl of Halsbury, 
and projects granular material to a height that the rate charged to borrowers was FRIC, FlinstP, on July 7 at 3.30 pm, with 
of up to 40 ft. It is used for filling the holds raised from 4 to 44 per cent. shortly after the 1954 Sir Alfred Herbert paper. 
of ships, but has a possible application for the increase in the Bank Rate from 24 to This new exhibition is claimed to be 
stockpiling sand and gravel. Its capacity is 4 per cent. in March, 1952, seems to be unique in that it is composed of sections in 
claimed to be up to 300 tons per hour. This mainly responsible for the misunderstanding, which displays are arranged showing the 
machine, like the others, is electrically driven the statement continues. That rise was, how- contribution of many factors to productivity 
and is mounted on pneumatic tyres. ever, not due to the increase in the Bank as follows: (a) introduction to the exhibi- 
One other conveyor, entirely new to this Rate and it would have taken place even if tion; (b) scientific research and development; 
country, deserves special attention. This is the Bank Rate had remained unchanged. (c) standardisation; (d) the human element 
the “Zipper” belt demonstrated by Rownson The rise was caused by the general increase in productivity; (e) new methods and 
Drew and Clydesdale, Ltd. It is a rubber in the level of interest rates which had processes in manufacture; (f) aids to produ- 
belt with toothed edges that can interlock already taken place and which made it tion; (g) materials, metals and developments. 
like a zip fastener. Material is received on necessary for building societies to pay Facing the main entrance at Hammersmith- 
the flat belt, which is then zipped up to higher rates to their investors. road will be an exhibit by the British Pro- 
form a flexible tube in which the material The statement explains that the funds ductivity Council in which the Council’s aims 
is conveyed in any desired direction hori- which building societies lend to house pur- are described in raising the national standard 
zontally or vertically. Discharge is effected chasers come from the savings and invest- of living by increased productivity, and the 
by unzipping the belt, which then travels flat ments of the public. To attract and retain ensuing benefits to individual and nation. It 
back to the charging point. It can be used these funds the rates of building societies will show how, by the application of “hors 
with any small granular or powdered have to compare favourably with other sense” (work study) and “horse power” 
material, and is particularly useful for forms of saving and investment and must (jnvestment in machinery), our present mite 
powders which tend to pack down and clog therefore pay the market rate; otherwise of production can be speeded up. It will 
up other types of conveyors. These prob- their funds would be withdrawn for invest- also show the part played in this task by 
lems arise from time to time in the building ment elsewhere. Moreover, at the present many local productivity committees. 
industry, where cement, lime, gypsum and time building societies need additional funds Following this, in the central avenue, will 
pulverized-fuel ash are among the difficult to help still more people to become home- be the exhibit of the Department of Scientif 
materials that may have to be handled. es and Industrial Research, whose contribution 
Among other exhibits which attract atten- _, “Building societies,” the statement adds, wit) be to show how firms should be orga 
tion is a hydraulically operated tower ladder “desire to make home-ownership as cheap ised to use science. Examples of hov 
shown by R. A. Lister, mounted on their 48 possible and they may be relied on to re- ccjence has helped industry in production i 
Auto truck. Its maximum platform height duce the mortgage rate if and when they many industries over the past 50 years wil 
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is 24 ft. 6 in. and it can be retracted to Cam reduce the rates paid to investors with- provide a display of considerable interes. f 
11 ft. 3 in. The rotating working platform on = risk of withdrawal of the investors’ Other BR iuideidons and institute’ F 
is 4 ft. by 2 ft. -_ will contribute to the scientific theme. 


Bc : ASLIB, the Government  organisatiod 

PIXIN' . s = — ; Britain Can Still Make It é whose purpose is to assist industry in obtait > 
A full range of : Minilift ” hoists of five The Council of Industrial Design has been ing quick access to all scientific and technic! F 
to 15 cwt. capacity is shown by the Didsbury invited by the Board of Trade to organise information of both British and fori? § 
Engineering S04 Ltd. They are light enough three more displays of well-designed con- origin, will exhibit their services, and mal) i 
to be easily carried about and quickly sumer goods at overseas trade fairs—in aspects of the human element in raising pt | 
installed. The Rawiplug stand introduces Stockholm, Zagreb and Salonika. The goods ductivity will be presented in the introdi 
new and improved devices for drilling and to be displayed have already been selected. tion, portrayed by the Trades Union OF 
fixing in brick and concrete, and their These fairs provide a valuable shop window gress, the Ministries of Education oe 
*Durium” tungsten carbine-tipped bits for for British goods. Labour, and others. i 
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DAMAGES CLAIM UPHELD 
Judgment Against Shopfitters 


- MAN’S claim for £90 2s. damages 
£% following a fire at his flat over a Broms- 
srove jewellery shop some 15 months ago 
was successful at the Bromsgrove County 
Court on May 31. Plaintiff in the case, 
which had involved two previous hearings, 
was Benjamin Bishop, tenant of 23a, High- 
street, and Judge Langman gave judgment 
against both W. B. Scott and Sons, owners 
of the premises and Harris and Sheldon, 
Ltd., a Birmingham firm of shopfitters, who 
were carrying out alterations at the shop 
when the fire occurred, on February 26, 
1953. 

The judge held that the fire arose from 
an electrical short circuit, and ruled that 
the entire liability should be met by Harris 
and Sheldon, Ltd. Although Messrs. Scotts 
were, he said, guilty in law, of nuisance, ihey 
had no opportunity of knowing that it 
existed and no act of theirs contributed to 
the result. They were therefore entitled to 
complete indemnity regarding both damages 
and costs. 

Bishop’s case was that the fire, which 
occurred between the floor of his flat and 
the ceiling of the shop, was caused by faults 
in the new electrical system which Harris 
and Sheldon, Ltd., were installing. Because, 
it was alleged, of defective or damaged wire 
a conduit became electrified when the instal- 
lation was connected to the main, and 
current leaked either to a gas-pipe under 
the floor of the flat, or to a length of con- 
duit which had been left from the old in- 


stallation. As a result, plaintiff claimed, 
heat. was generated and the outbreak 
occurred. 


These allegations were denied by the de- 
fence, who contended that the new installa- 
tion had never been connected up with the 
supply before the day of the fire. It was 
on this issue that the entire case hinged. 
Vital exhibit in the case—the judge des- 
cribed it as the key of the whole matter— 
was a piece of cable which plaintiff’s son 
had said he cut from a hanging lead in the 
new installation after the fire. This was 
fused at one end, a condition, it was stated, 
which indicated that a heavy current had 
passed through it. The defence, however, 
maintained that this wire could not have 
been part of the lead concerned as it was 
not of the same gauge as that of the cable 
used. The evidence, much of which was of 
a technical nature, had been completed at 
the previous hearing, and proceedings heard 
on May 31 were devoted to final addresses 


| by counsel and delivery of judgment. 


The judge found that owing to ‘aulty 
wiring, and the fact that conduits were not 
earthed, there was leakage of electricity to 


; Parts of the old installation or on to the 


gas-pipe. Those faults in the installation 
constituted negligence on the part of Harris 
and Sheldon, Ltd:, and plaintiff was entitled 
to succeed in his claim against them. There 
Was no evidence of negligence on the part 
of WwW. B. Scott and Sons, but in his judgment 
the circumstances did constitute a nuisance 
in law. Even if the fire arose from the act 


There must, therefore, be judgment for plain- 


Power in cases of that kind to give complete 
indemnity to a defendant held responsible 
or the nuisance, and this was a case in 
which such a finding should be made in 


; favour of Messrs.’ Scott. 
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ATTACKS ON BUILDERS 
Reply by Liverpool Federation 


TPHE recent attack on builders and con- 
tractors engaged in building operations 
for the Bootle (Lancs) Corporation, which 
was made by the chairman of the Bootle 
Housing Committee (Mr. S. Mahon), has 
drawn a strong reply from Mr. H. LANG- 
FORD, Director of the Liverpool Regional 
Federation of Building Trade Employers. 

Mr. Langford regrets that “in order to 
justify a political theory—direct labour with- 
out competition—you have thought it neces- 
sary to impugn builders generally by label- 
ling them as ‘ the people we have learnt to 
distrust —the very people who have done 
such a remarkable job of rehousing since the 
war, and who completely confounded your 
friends by exceeding the target of 300,000 
houses last year.” 

Mr.- Langford says they do not indulge in 
party politics, adding: “We are technicians 
and not politicians,” but they cannot allow 
to go unanswered unwarranted attacks of 
the kind Mr. Mahon was reported to have 
made from whatever quarter they may come. 

The crux of Councillor Mahon’s allega- 
tions, says Mr. Langford, seemed to be that, 
apart from the shells of the houses “ work 
is sub-let fo people who are completely 
irresponsible so far as the Corporation is 
concerned.” 

Mr. Langford points out that as chairman 
of the housing committee Councillor Mahon 
knew that every contract entered into by the 
Corporation contained a clause prohibiting 
the subletting or assignment of -any part of 
the contract except by written permission of 
the Corporation. 

“ Therefore,” he adds, “ if the Corporation 
is approving of completely irresponsible 
people the fault lies at the Corporation’s own 
door.” 

Mr. Langford then refers to the fact that 
Councillor Mahon is reported to have said 
that prices are being cut and they (the 
builders and contractors) are taking it out 
of the job. 

“T think,” says Mr. Langford, “we all 
want prices to be kept as low as possible, 
and so far as the quality of the work is con- 
cerned all work has to be passed by the 
Corporation officials before it can be paid 
for and any defects that appear during the 
maintenance period have to be paid for by 
the builder. 

“Here, again, the remedy lies with your- 
selves,” says Mr. Langford. 

On the merits of direct labour, Mr. Lang- 
ford says there is a substantial dossier in the 
files of the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government which presents an overwhelm- 
ing case against building by direct labour. ... 
Even in Bootle itself, Mr. Langford reminds 
Councillor Mahon that in March 1926 the 
then chairman of the Housing Committee 
told the Council that the Corporation lost 
£4,000—or £200 on 20 houses—by building 
by direct labour. . . . Birkenhead had had a 
similar experience for in 1931 it was reported 
that from the financial and management side 
the Works Department had been a failure 
from start to finish. The heavy loss ieft no 
alternative but to discontinue the venture. 

Cllr. Mahon had said that his council had 
spent millions on housing and there had 
never been a single complaint about schemes 
carried out ‘by direct labour. The Public 
Works Department had done: a good job 
and they were certainly not making use of 
the practice of sub-letting work which was 
being done by some firms. 

“In some cases all the contractors did 
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was the shells of the houses,” said Councillor 
Mahon. “The rest of the work was given 
out elsewhere. Prices are being cut, and 
they were taking it out of the job. These 
people are taking it out of the Corporation.” 
The average increase in the prices of pro- 
jects undertaken by the Public Works Depart- 
ment had actually been one per. cent. less 
than the figure for private contractors. If 
private contractors. had done the right thing 
in the past the Corporation would not have 
had to create a direct labour department. 


BUILDING WAGES 
Woodworkers’ Claim “ Unrealistic ” 


Mr. G. W. GROSVENOR, National President, 
speaking at the half-yearly general meeting 
of the South-Western Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers, at Cheltenham, on 
Tuesday, said that during 1953 building 
trades employers were faced with a claim 
from the trades unions for an increase in 
wages of 9d. per hour or 33s. a week over 
and. above any increase which might accrue 
under the cost-of-living sliding scale. This 
claim was made despite the fact that earlier 
in the year the Industrial Disputes Tribunal. 
in considering an application for an increase 
of 6d. per hour, had made no award. 

“It is, | think,” said Mr. Grosvenor, “ true 
to say that every responsible person in the 
industry regarded the claim for 9d. as one 
which it was impossible to meet, if unemploy- 
ment were to be avoided, and:in the event 
agreement was reached on an increase of 14d. 
per hour in addition to the Id. per hour 
under the cost-of-living sliding scale. I had 
hoped, and am still hopeful,-that the opera- 
tives’ leaders and ourselves would = get 
together in a settled atmosphere to discuss 
ways and means of so improving output as 
at least to-neutralise the extra cost of wages. 

“Instead, almost before the ink has dried 
on the latest agreement, one of the biggest 
building trades unions, the Amalgamated 
Society of Woodworkers, has—according to 
reports in the Press—decided against the 
advice of their leaders, to instruct them to 
table a new claim for an increase of 9d. per 
hour. This claim, because it ignores the 
recent increase of 14d., is even more un- 
realistic than the previous one. I can only 
hope that wiser counsels will prevail before 
any Official application is made. If it is 
made I can see no hope whatever of it being 
entertained.” 


WAGE RESTRAINT REJECTED 
Woodworkers’ Decision 


THE AMALGAMATED SOCIETY OF Woop- 
WORKERS, at their conference at Hastings on 
June 11, decided unanimously that their policy 
must be one of demanding increased wages 
to raise living standards, and that any form 
of wage restraint should be rejected. 

The delegates carried by a. small majority 
a proposal that all wage awards should be 
retrospective to the date of the claim. The 
proposal was opposed by the executive coun- 
cil on the grounds that many employers in 
the building industry had small businesses 
which could not meet such a demand. 

This was the third defeat of the executive 
council on major issues during the confer- 
ence. The president, Mr. J. H. MILLs, said 
that delegates were putting their negotiators 
“in a strait jacket.” 

The conference accepted the advice of the 
executive council and rejected a resolution 
calling on the Trades Union Congress to 
withdraw support. from the British Produc- 
tivity Council. 
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THE WOODHEAD TUNNEL 
The Largest Built this Century 


TPYHE first major railway tunnel to be 
built this century in the United King- 
dom was opened on June 3 at Woodhead, 
near Sheffield, Yorks, by Mr. A. T. Lennox- 
Boyd, Minister of Transport. This, it is 
understood, will increase the freight-carry- 
ing capacity of the route between Sheffield 
and Manchester by 50 per cent. 

This main double-line tunnel cost 
£4,250,000, and is the third longest in Britain, 
extending a distance of three miles 66 yds. 
from Woodhead to Dunford Bridge. The 
age and condition of the two old single-line 
tunnels had made it necessary at one time 
to close each tunnel alternateiy for repairs, 
thus creating operating difficulties, and it was 
decided that this, coupled with heavy main- 
tenance costs, made the construction of a 
new double-line tunnel desirable. Construc- 
tion started early in 1949, and the contract 
was placed with Balfour Beatty and Co., 
who were conversant with local conditions. 
The target completion period was 34 years, 
but various difficulties and setbacks, includ- 
ing two collapses, delayed completion by a 
further 12 months. 

A centre line for the new tunnel was 
adopted at a distance of 100 ft. south of 
the centre of the existing down-line tunnel, 
which is completely straight, and this was 
maintained throughout save for a 600-ft. sec- 
tion at the Woodhead end where the new 
tunnel curves to link up with the existing 
approach tracks. The points where rock cover 
become adequate for tunnelling fixed the 
location of the portals, from each of which 
a pilot tunnel 12 ft. by 12 ft. high was 
driven, as well as from a central vertical 
shaft, thus affording four working faces. It 
had been planned to enlarge this pilot tunnel 
by radial drilling, working from the two 
portals, but the nature of the shaly rock 
encountered caused the abandonment of this 
system. 

Owing to the collapse of a 72-ft. section 
of tunnel, diversion haulage ways were 
driven; these proved a solution to the prob- 
lem and 9,500 ft. of by-pass tunnel were 
driven to permit the working of nine enlarge- 
ment faces simultaneously. The pilot tunnel 
was enlarged by excavating the floor to the 
finished level, then full-face working on the 
enlargement from a steel gantry on rails 





The first 20-ft. section of travelling steel shutter assembled at 
Woodhead. The larger of the two shutters weighed 230 tons 
and was designed to support about 6 ft. thickness of wet concrete 

over its 27 ft. span. 
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The Woodhead portal of the completed tunnel. 


To the left can be seen the portals of the old 


tunnels, which are now to be abandoned. 


embodying drilling platforms and equip- 
ment for erecting steel arch-strengthening 
ribs. Some 5,900 tons of steel were used 
for roof supports, and an average of nearly 
24 Ib. per cu. yd. of gelignite was used for 
the blasting operations, the latter being 
supplied by Imperial Chemical Industries. 
whose explosive engineers made the site 
tests. The removal of spoil was handled by 
Eimco rocker shovels, which loaded into rail- 
mounted 2 cu. yd. capacity side-tipping skips 
hauled by electric battery locomotives. 
Altogether some 500,000 cu. yds. of rock 
were excavated and taken to form tip sites, 
being finished off to harmonising contours 
and sown with grass seed. 

To concrete the side walls and arch, 
travelling steel shutters were used—one 
100 ft., the other 80 ft. in length. Each 
consisted of a steel-framed carriage running 
on bogies on two outer tracks, leaving the 
centre tracks clear. Above the carriage and 
linked to it only by levers and a row of 
screw jacks. rode a skin comprising 4-in. 
steel plates between 8-in. by 144in. box 
girder ribs fashioned to the tunnel lining’s 
profile and hinged along its apex. By jack- 





SRBVIRIOR 26-4 creel 


—— Maximum height .* 





ing down, the two halves of the skin moved 
down and away from the profile. With the 
shutter in position, dry batches of concrete 
were brought in on hoppers from the portals 
to the adjacent mixers, and then conveyed to 
the shutter by 4-in. diameter concrete pumps 
at a rate of about 10 cu. yds. per how. 
Altogether about 150,000 cu. yds. of con- 
crete were used in the lining, the speed of 
which governed the entire rate of progress, 

With the completion of grouting and 
drainage and the laying of the track, the 
tunnel’s construction was completed in 
October last, the entire scheme having 
involved only six fatalities, two of which 
were due to normal industrial risks. Over- 
head line electric traction equipment con- 
prising steel booms mounted on recessed 
brackets has been installed, and electric 
lighting is provided throughout the tunnel on 
both sides, with emergency telephones at 
660-ft. intervals. The consulting engineers 
for the scheme were Sir William Halcrow 
and Partners, who undertook details of 
design and site supervision under the direc: 
tion of Mr. J. I. Campbell, MICE, civil 
engineer to British Railways Eastern Region. 





Maximum width of excavation 30 -6° ————. 
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™ Haunch drain 


Typical cross-section of the tunnel. ness 
21 in. was specified for the concreie lining, and the eliminatwn 
of steam by electrification of the line made its possible to use 
ordinary Portland cement throughout. 





~ Centre drain 


A minimum. thickness of 
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TUBULAR SCAFFOLDING 
Accident Prevention Talk 


SAFETY measures in the use of scaffold- 

ing was the subject of a talk by Mr. 
NokMAN- ELLIOTT (company _ engineer, 
Scaffolding (Gt. Britain), Ltd.) at a recent 
meeting of the London Building and Engin- 
eering Contractors’ Accident Prevention 
Group. ‘He said the problem could be 
divided into two parts—(1) the misuse by 
persons using a scaffold, and (2) improperly 
constructed scaffolds. ; 

Referring to the 1948 Factory Act, Mr. 
Elliott listed the following requirements of 
the Act in connection with scaffolding— 

Scaffold boards forming working plat- 
forms.—It requires that these are properly 
supported, because so many, many times a 
workman has trodden on the end of an 
unsupported scaffolding board with fatal 
results. I suggest that there should be 
four supports to a 12-ft. board. It requires 
toe-boards on every working lift, because 
it is so easy for somebody to dislodge 
material or equipment on scaffolding, which 
will fall and do damage or cause injury. 

It requires that a guardrail shall be a 
specific height of 3 ft. above the working 
platform and that it should be fixed to 
the inside of the standards so that there 
is no question, if it is improperly fixed, 
of somebody leaning against it, causing it 
to collapse and he to fall through the 
scaffold or, if at the wrong height, will act 
as a trip, and someone will lose his balance. 


CLOSING RAIL 


The Act lays down that if a scaffold 
terminates or it is broken into by a hoist 
tower, it should always have a closing rail, 
because so many workmen have stepped 
off the end of a scaffold, thinking that it 
continued around the building. 

It requests that you erect your columns, 
if out of the vertical, inclined to the build- 
ing you are scaffolding. 

The Act deals very harshly with the 
misuse of hoist towers and hoists, which 
should be protected by a system of gates 
as a passenger lift would be, and so, in 
my opinion, a study of this document not 
from the point of view of its being man- 
datory but that it is constructive and does 
contain a lot of good common sense, helps 
considerably in assessing whether scaffolds 
are used properly and with safety. 

Mr. Elliott went on to say that his 
experience had taught him that the biggest 
factor to guard against was the misjudged 
strength of a 2-in. steel scaffold tube. A 
2-in. tube was an exceptionally good mem- 
ber, properly used. As a column it was, 
of course, much stronger than as a beam, 
and when one saw, as he had, the tubes 
spanning 12 ft. and 14 ft. expected to carry 
large loads as a beam, it was very frighten- 


ing. He suggested that the maximum span 
should be 10 ft. 


PUTLOGS 

After describing the various types of scaf- 
folding commonly used, Mr. Elliott con- 
tinued: Your chairman has asked me to say 
something about putlogs. It is important to 
Temember that the putlog end is formed 
by flattening the end of the tube and there- 
fore will only act in sheer. To make sure 
of this, one should see that the putlog is 
driven well into the brickwork so that the 
Whole of the narrow portion of the end ‘is 
Concealed or in bearing. Accidents have 
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occurred due to the end being not properly 
entered and bending under load. 

An independent scaffold can also be used 
for bricklaying, and would normally have 
6-ft. lifts. An intermediate stage would 
have to be put in to enable continuity of 
work. It is mostly used for stone-cleaning 
or decorating or reinforced-concrete work, 
and most that has been said about the 
putlog scaffold is also true of the inde- 
pendent scaffold, except, of course, that the 
tubular transom is used to support the 
working platform as distinct from the putlog. 


INTERIOR SCAFFOLDS 

A birdcage scaffold is mostly used as a 
light access scaffold for decorators on 
ceilings and interiors. It usually is con- 
structed at about 8-ft. centres, but it must 
be borne in mind that it is only a light 
wecess scaffold. Under most favourable 
conditions it can only be said to carry 
safely 20 lb. per ft. It is easy to under- 
stand, if you consider that both the ledgers 
and the transoms carry a much larger area 
of working platform than in any other 
type of scaffolding. However, the same 
attention should be paid to the correct use 
of the types of fittings and properly made 
longitudinal joints in the ledgers. 

This type of scaffolding is very often used 
for reinforced-concrete work or centering. 
In these cases the standards are very much 
smaller spacings, and usually both the 
transom and the ledger are fixed to the 
vertical member so as to reinforce the point 
of loading. Tubular centering is a con- 
struction quite apart from the normal run 
of tubular scaffolding and should be treated 
as such. 

Truss scaffolds are sometimes referred to 
as jib scaffolds and are formed by trussing 
out of suitable window openings, tying back 
into the building and running up, as an 
independent scaffold. 

It is important to see that the trussing 
out and the raking tubes are properly fixed. 
Their length is an important factor. A tube 
20 ft. long used as a raker is of very little 
value, and its deflection is such as to render 
it quite unsafe, and it is this part of the 
construction that it is important to check. 

It is not usually sufficient to use reveal 
ties for tying in the truss of such a scaffold. 
Tubes should be passed in through the 
window opening and securely fixed inside. 

As with all structures, scaffolds require 
foundations. The usual method of founding 
is a steel base plate on a timber sole plate 
on reasonably consolidated ground. If it 
is necessary to isolate the foundation of 
a standard or column, then some precaution 
to reinforce the scaffold must be taken. 


Branded Putty 


Putty is one of the comparatively few in- 
dustries in this country, states the National 
Association of Putty Manufacturers, which 
have taken advantage of the arrangements by 
which a Certification Trade Mark is issued 
for the branding of material produced to a 
specification approved by the Board of Trade. 
In 1939, the Association obtained permission 
to make use of this mark, and its value has 
become increasingly recognised notwithstand- 
ing the difficulties of the war years. Since 
the ending of the war, with linseed oil 
gradually becoming more free, the use of the 
mark has become increasingly important, and 
the Association has now launched an adver- 
tising campaign to bring to the notice of 
architects, builders, and merchants, the ad- 
vantage of purchasing a material manufac- 
tured to a stringent specification. 
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THIS “HOPPER” with moulded head 

of the Queen, was made by studenis at the 

Exeter Technical College, and was seen in 

the only brick building at the recent Bath 
and West Show. 





OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


WOODLAND PRODUCE MARKETING 
COMMITTEE 


AS RECENTLY ANNOUNCED by the Minister 
of Agriculture, a Departmental Committee 
has been set up to consider what arrange- 
ments might be made within the home timber 
industry to improve the marketing of pro- 
duce from privately owned woodlands. 
Organisations interested in the growing or 
marketing of home grown timber who wish 
to give evidence before the Committee are 
invited to submit their evidence in writing 
as soon as possible, and in any event not 


later than September 15 next, to:—the 
Secretary, Departmental Committee on 
Marketing of Woodland Produce, c/o 


Forestry Commission, 25, Savile Row, Wl. 
Where evidence is unavoidably of consider- 
able length a summary should also be pro- 
vided. 


CONVERSION AND IMPROVEMENT 


THE Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government has sent a circular to all hous- 
ing authorities in the country drawing their 
attention to the exhibition houses which 
have been erected off Oxford-street, London, 
to illustrate the conversion and improvement 
of old property. (The exhibit was described 
and illustrated in our last issue.) 


The circular states that the Minister hopes 
that representatives from the various hous- 
ing authorities will visit the exhibition and 
see for themselves what can be achieved by 
well planned projects of this kind. He 
believes it will help them in examining in 
a constructive way the schemes submitted 
to them and also in preparing schemes of 
their own. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 
Field Drainage 


Q.—During the close season I offered 
to assist a rugby football club in the drain- 
ing of their playing field. The ground con- 
sists of moderate to stiff clay made-up 
ground, with practically no top soil. View- 
ing the field from the railway embankment, 
the left-hand side rises steeply in the form 
of a high bank, commencing some eight 
yards from the touchline. The opposite 
touchline has an embankment running 
from the top end of the field falling away 
at the half-way line. A hedge divides the 
property on this side flanked by a small 
ditch. The section of the field adjacent to 
the road is much firmer ground than that 
of the railway end. ; 

My intended method of drainage would 
necessitate excavation to a depth exceeding 
10 ft. I considered the idea of constructing 
soakaways on either side of the field, but 
feel that without a sound knowledge of the 
ground formation the possibility of the 
drainage water forming ground water, 
resulting in a back-flow, is highly probable. 

DSB, 


A.—One of the first things to consider is 
an outlet or runaway for the water. It can 
be directed to some natural drainage 
channel such as a ditch or stream, or it can 
be connected to the local authority’s main 
drainage system, such as a storm water 
sewer. This second method could be accom- 
plished via the ordinary house drains, or, if 
you have a dressing-room or pavilion with 
main drainage laid on, by connection to 
that. Failing either of the foregoing methods, 
soakaways could be used if the ground is 
suitable and allows water to drain away at 
a lower level. A trial hole could be excava- 
ted at the lowest end of the site and its 


ALTERNATIVE RUNWAY TO 
SEWER IN ROAD 
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reaction to holding water observed. The 


levels shown in the sketch indicate a fall in 
the ground of over 6 ft. in 130 yds., which 
is 1 in 65, and the ground has practically 
no top soil. 


Therefore, any surface water 
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outside the site flows from the highest levels 
over the surface of the ground, the clay just 
below the surface preventing the water from 
soaking in. 

It is therefore necessary to run a line of 
subsoil drain about 2 ft. deep round the field 
to intercept any water likely to flow over 
it from outside this area. Connected to this 
perimeter drain, lines of similar drains 
should be laid diagonally over the interior 
of the field, as shown in the accompanying 
sketch. The natural fall of the land is more 
than sufficient for the drains if they are laid 
generally on a parallel plan to the surface. 
But if the outlet or runaway is on the right 
of the field, then the right-hand perimeter 
drain will have to be lowered towards the 
bottom end by about another 1 ft. 6 in. for 
the cross fall to the left. 

As to the outlet, if water appears to drain 
away out of the ditch on the right-hand 
side, then it should be inspected with a view 
to directing the new subsoil drains to the 
same runaway. If this is not practicable, 
then two soakaways about 6 ft. deep and 
4 ft. wide at the bottom of the field might 
be tested. Another possible method, though 
expensive, is that of connecting the subsoil 
system of drains via an intercepting chamber 
to the main drainage in the road. This 
would mean that the trench on the left side 
of the field would be 2 ft. deep at the lower 
end of the field and about 10 ft. deep at 
the road or intercepting chamber end. Catch- 
pits should be formed at the main junction 
of the perimeter drain to allow for catching 
of silt and easy cleaning if a blockage should 
occur. A 4-in. diameter drain is recom- 
mended for the perimeter and 3 in. for those 
inside. R.M.E. 


Efflerescence 


Q.—I had some brickwork erected, using 
red facing bricks. A white’ deposit has 
appeared on the face, which I understand 
will weather off, but as this is very unsightly 
I shall be glad to hear whether you can 
suggest any treatment to remove it. 

S. E. O. 


A.—The white deposit appearing on the 
face of any bricks is a salt; and it may 
reasonably be supposed that it is coming 
from the brick though it is possible for it 
to be coming from the sand. These salts 
are found in the brick-earth from which the 
brick is made and in the sand from which 
the mortar is made. As the bricks or mortar 
become wet from the rains, the salts are 
dissolved and then in the natural process of 
drying are brought to the exposed surface. 
Once exposed to the drying air the salts 
again crystallise, hence the white deposit. 

It is true that in time the weather would, 
through its normal periods of wet and dry, 
eventually bring all the salts to the surface, 
They would be washed away and you would 
be left once again with a clean red brick. 
This process can, however, be accelerated 
simply by the application of clean water and 
a stiff bass brush (definitely not a wire 
brush). Thoroughly wet the surface and 
scrub down, removing the white deposit in 
the process. Follow this by repeated appli- 
cations of clean water from a hose and brush 
off the deposit as it occurs. Within a matter 
of a few months you should be completely 
clear of the trouble. H. O.D. 


Damaged Galvanising 


Q.—Galvanised tanks were fitted in the 
roof space of houses for cold water storage. 
Upon an inspection of the tanks after about 
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six months, it was found that small pieces 
of metal turnings were left inside by the 
plumber when fitted, and these have rusted 
and adhered to the galvanised surface. After 
cleaning off the rust particles it is difficult 
to see if the galvanising has been damaged, 
Is this likely? If so, what test can I apply 
to the affected surface to prove whether 
electrolytic action has taken place? 
H.G. 


A.—I am not aware of any test that could 
be applied to discover whether electrolytic 
action has taken place, but from the 
information given I feel fairly certain that 
it has in fact taken place, resulting in 
damage to the galvanising. While this may 
be considered serious, as indeed it is if 
nothing is done about it, it is possible to 
effect a repair which would considerably 
lengthen the life of the tanks or may even 
restore them to their normal life. 


First, thoroughly dry out the tanks and 
remove all loose particles. On the affected 
portions of the tanks, apply a coat of patent 
rust-remover. Follow the makers’ instruc- 
tions regarding its use with care, in par- 
ticular their reference to paint applications 
following its use. After treatment, the whole 
of the inside of the tanks should be coated 
with one of the many bitumastic paints now 
on the market. Many authorities are now 
including this treatment in their specifica- 
tions with the object of increasing the life 
of the tanks and cylinders where galvanised 
iron is used. 

(The name of a proprietary brand of rust- 
remover has been forwarded to the inquirer.) 

FOLD: 


Removing Oil Paint 


Q.—We have been called in to re-decorate 
the external walls of a cement-rendered 
building. These walls have previously been 
painted with an oil paint which has baked 
hard and crazed very badly. We should be 
glad to know of the best method to remove 
this paint in preparation for such as dis- 
temper. ER. C. 


A.—I can suggest three ways of dealing 
with this problem, all of which have been 
tried with complete success:— 


(i) The normal method with the aid of a 
blow lamp has much to commend it since 
it removes the paint without leaving any 
injurious substance behind. While at first 
this may appear to be a laborious task, it is 
a method that has been used on many very 
large surfaces, and is considered to be an 
economical proposition. Furthermore, such 
treatment provides a first-class surface after 
a good stiff brush down to receive distemper. 


(ii) Removal with the aid of one of the 
many paint solvents on the market. Par- 
ticular attention should be paid to the 
thorough washing of the surface with clean 
water before the application of the dis- 
temper. Many failures have occurred, not 
because of the paint remover, but because 
all traces of it. were not removed. 


(iii) Disc sanders provide another useful 
way of removing the paint from the cement 
rendering. There are a number of portable 
electric disc sanders on the market which 
can be used from a 5-amp. point of the 
domestic supply of the building. It will be 
appreciated that this method does create @ 
good deal of dust and would require pro- 
tective measures, This method provides at 
excellent surface for subsequent distemper: 
ing. H. 0. D. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 
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¢ jw information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 


merchants, 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. 


Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 
Pit Sand 
Washed Sand . 
Zin. Shingle... 
jin. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze x 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag “Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site st 

Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site 
1 to 6 ton do. site . 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to — 9d. hes ton. 

White Portland Cement A 
Under | ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), "32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(l-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton ne at Railway Depot, 
London see eee 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks ee 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks... 

Allloaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2} in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W. ‘a 
District Commons ... ee 


Cellular do. 
Keyed do. 
Rustics 


Cellular Rustics 

Single Bullnose_ do. 

Sandfaced Sy 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) 

Do. Bullnose (London Stations) 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) 


2¢in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) 
3 in. do. (London Stations) .. 


2jin. Machine- made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London Sites) 
a Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London 
yites) 
ji - -_ -made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
ite: 
2} in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) a 
2jin. Surrey Clamp Burnt. “Multi “Stock Facings 
(Londen Sites) a: 


per yd. 


per cwt. 


per ton 


ee 
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11 
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22 
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13 
13 
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2$in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) 


Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, » Ivory, ‘Brown— 


Stretchers 
Headers 4 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4h i in. Flats 
Double Stretchers ... ae ‘i 
Double Headers 
One side and two ends 
Two sides and one end 
Splays and Squints 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over. White. 


Other 


per 1,000 


colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 7$% for Best quality and 


plus 73% less 10% for Second quality 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 


HoLtow CLay ParTITION BLocKs (Keyed) 


Minimum 

f lorry loads. 

2 in. 140 yds. 
24 in. 140 yds. 
3 in. 120 yds. 
4 in. (6 cavit y) 95 yds. 


Half rahe at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 


2 in. 100 yds. 

24 in. 85 yds. 

3 in. 75 yds. 

4 in. 55 yds. 

CRANHAM 

2 in. 

24 in. 

3 in. 

4in. 


4} in. Load bearing quality oe Be 
FLoor BLOCKS 


3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. ae 12 in. delivered in - 
Jorry-loads ... 


4 in. do. 
5 in. do. 
6 in. Ca He Aa ea au aaa 
7 in. Ge «i mae nat aha aaa ina 
8 in. do. poe eae 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


--. per yd. 


per 1,000 31 10 
34 


sup. 


yn 
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The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 


Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons 
+674% 
+10% +6739 
fans rery 
+474%+673% 


Best Quality +974% 
B.S.S. Best do. 
Tested Quality 


B.S.S. Tested do. 


3 in. Land aaa ~ - 12 in. —— 
4 in. do. dl ane 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Park.. ae pe «ae 
St. Aldheim Box Ground 
Delivered in railway trucks at ‘South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 


under 2 tons 
+10% +974% 


+374%4974% 
taepon? + 


+107 7A 
He 


per 1,000 


. per ft. cube 


»” 


Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered enemas area ,, 


Beer Stone. Delivered London area 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region a aad oa 

Hopton-Wood Stone— 

F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 

in. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to Sft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area ; 

1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 
described eo 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

9 in. xX 3 in. Rubbed, ae Cant - 
stooled cills 

12 in. X 6in. do. “do. 

12in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated 

12in. x 3 in. 

14in. x 6in. do. do. aus 
4tin. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face . ids 

3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes 


per ft. sup. 


. per ft. cube 


Weathered and twice throated coping __,, 


” 


. per ft. sup. 





under 2 tons 


+374 +1074% 
+7 wir 


%, 


10 3 6 
13 14 6 
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STONE—continued fed. 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork perft.cube 1 2 6 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 
brickwork = See 4 fi eee 1-6 9 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7 10 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front oo. perft.cube 2 2 0 
12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . = 116 9 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 7 6 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, inrandom sizes peryd.sup. 2 1l 9 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French ee Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district a se Me ssn 28 18 6 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district... ose 41 18 6 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 5617 6 
Hand-made 103 x 64 tiles Berkshire district ... ier 1217 0 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district . oe 13 3°.0 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. he eee ; ee ee 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. See y I ae: 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 .. \ ake see 1 2046 
do. Interlocking (49S) 18 9 6 
Norte.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 
SLATES 
First- spy! Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in ca loads to London Rate Station. Per 
actua 
24x12 .. ae a oe ces ae abn 100 16 9 
oie ef avs as ~ nas ae cae 86 6 6 
co | ae eee ace ae hose ane 78 0 6 
DEK AZ sve ae ae ioe sie ee ave 73 3 3 
20) ® 40: ... bee sis as ae cae nae 68 10 9 
1BaXH8D -.... ae eee ae bee ae abe 50 17 0 
| a ee ses = ass Pen ae mak 43 15 0 
16x 10 ... ens ns son ene see ai 42 18 3 
16 3 Bs 33°13" 3 
Note. —Breakage i in ‘transit, " purchasers’ ‘tesponsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality - Ks _ per standard £105 to £125 
Carcassing quality me £90 to £100 
1 in. Tongued and loweotat Flooring = me £106 0 0 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. i do. perft.cube 1 5 0 
do. Honduras do. ne do. es 3. S30 
Oak European do. mae do. a £17 6 
do. Japanese do. “as do. a 2 8. 
do. English Logs sawn do. ne a: 35 0 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. me 370-0 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. ae 11-0 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel ‘ene 4 in. oes 
2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in. see each 112 0 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ese se cae so 113 0 
2ft.6in. x 6ft.6in. ... bce abe A 114 0 
2ft.9in. x 6ft.6in. _... eee ose » 116 6 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft.6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. oa ose ean ns 29 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. aa abe aoe a 241 36 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ats ate sae rs 2 4°93 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ose abs oes = 23 6 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area ae 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. O in. x “~e eas in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds to 1 ton) . ay per yd. 5 8 
1} in do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) eas as i. 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ae es 8 114 
24 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) ae me 10 3 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) 11 5} 
Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per 4 in. of thickness. 
3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
per 100sq. ft. 2 2 6 
qin =r‘ do. = — ses obs - 23 6 
% in. do. ae 3; 5. 3 
¥ in. pubaanes Flat Building Sheets ave - per yd. sup < e - 
or “a Felt, eR ons a we as * : ; 
an Scotch Glue, 44 slabs. abs ese - per $ cwt. 540" 
do. pearl ... ooo eee > ae 
Croid Glue ooo ove oe 28 ib. 2 39 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1- ton lots) eco +. per ton 54°35 O 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) “ae ae oe 50 15 0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. US er io per cwt. 215 3 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots)... a mH 2.129 
METALS Steet Joists, Bre. 
s Joists— 
ee x 5in., 8 in. X Sin., 8 in. X 6in., 10in. x 6in. 
12 in. Xx 6i in. ssn cut to lengths delivered London 
area... es ope eee + per ton 38 7 6 
Extra for sizes 
3in. X 1} in. eee ” 310 0 
3 in, x 3 in. 4 in. x 3 in., Sin. x 2p in ane = 1 $>@ 
4in. X 1 eee eee ~ 3 00 
43 in. x fin, 24 in. x 7% in. ove one ves 2 6 0 
Sin. X 3in., 22in. X 7in. ... ee wos a 100 
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 < 
6in. X 3 in. oe nes as eco aes «. perton 110 0 
9in. x Tin. hae ae nee Aas aoe xia xe 5 0 
10in. x 4¢ in, 12in. x Sin. ne : rb ee 15 0 
Sin. X 44in., 6in. X 4} in., Tin. x 3}in., 
7in. X 4in., 8in. X 4in., 9in. X 4in., 
10in. x Sin, 10in. xX 8 in., 12in. X 8in., 
13 in. x Sin., 14in. x S5}in., 14 in. x 6in., 7 10 0 
14in. x 8in., 15in. xX Sin., 15in. x 6in., 
16 in. X 6in., 16in. X 8 in., 18 in. X 6in., ©. 
18 in. x 7in., 18 in. X 8 in., 20 in. x 64 in., 
20 in. X 7$ in. nae pas ces ve : 
Steel angles average price ate awe x0 meets 39 12 6 
Steel tees average price ee Poe bx hee 40 12 6 
Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted beg ee ae coe, ven Ss 1 & 
Compound girders ae ee ees ee ayer GS 58 12 6 
Stanchions Bis ne a sce see be 63 17 6 
Compound stanchions a Ge Seu ken 67 7 6 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ae oe 719 7 6 


Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex La 


Stock § in. diam., and anew ue 39 14 6 
din. diam. awe os Se uae .. per ton extra 312 6 
fs in. do. ... oon ae sas aoa ee 5 2 ii = 
#1n.:G0,. <3 exe see oe ona ae am oe 28 
tin. do. ... aes bes ae hes ne Pe 2G 


MiLp STEEL TUBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 


ClasA — 13% 
ClassB + 74°2 Light + 234% Malleable List — 394% +35% 


Class C + 244° Heavy + 303°? 
Black— 
Clas A — 22% 
Class B — ig Light + 11% Malleable List — 393% 
ClassC + 3° Heavy + 184% 


C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 


Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Stop 
Gutters Nozzles Ends 
3 in. eee eae sy iss acs rahe 2/9 /10 
34 in. ras aoe ate wee 3/54 3/- /10 
4in. “ee ee aes ‘a8 4/54 3/5 1/2 
4% in. axe PS eee 4/104 3/9 1/6 
5 in. -_ ass ; 5/54 4/2 1/8 
CLOG. GUTTERS 
3 in. aa aes ass 4/1 3/8 /il 
3} in. on axe See hee oe §«=—@. 4/63 3/8 1/2 
4in. awe ie eae axe was 5/- 3/9 1/6 
44 in. ae nee ee er ven “Oian 4/5 1/8 
Sin. ate Sue ue ei oe | REE Si 1/it 
C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPEs 
Per yd. in _— nna Pipe Bends _ Branches 
2 in. an oan so Gf58 3/5 4/10 
Zein; <4: see “es ‘ee woo “62 3/9 6/8 
3 in. Soc “ae aap “a abe ay 4/9 7/3 
34 in. a bin or sn aes 5/8 8/7 
4in. = wee SH1k 6/11 10/2 
Lc. ‘Coum Som Pires 
2 in. nee ane a «=o 5/10 7/2 
24 in. Ane = Bee a as 8/1 6/6 8/11 
3 in. re vee bes ‘ 9/04 7/2 10/8 
33 in. as aaa ee ate ooo” LOVES 8/11 12/5 
4in. ne oe UGE 10/- 14/7 


Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10% and 
tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTED DRAIN PIPES 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends Branches 
4 in. sie ae neato WES 21/3 14/3 25/- 
6 in. ees ins a | ee 31/6 29/7 51/3 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 23 in. 3 in. 4in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths peryd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
Shoes.. «-- Gach 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches . ... ie 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Bends square or obtuse _,, 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 4} in. proj. ,, 2/il 3/9 4/3 5/ik 
do:. 6in,. do, .,, 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4in. 4% in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per ue. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/Tk 
Drop ends ... os Gach 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Stop Ends ... ace | gp /10 /il 1/- 1/2 
Angles one sted si 2/li 3/5 4/1 4/10 
Nozzles ae “ise ie 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Union Clips ne 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
Aspestos HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS ; 
‘he ia et ye Se 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. - 
Drop ends ... eh 274 2/5 2/8 2/il 4/3 


ase wake ge 9 10 1 1/- 1/2 
— 2/3 af zi 3/2 4B 
Nozzl aie ave. Mae 
Union Clips Sa 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 a= 
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META 


Iron—S 
Mild St 
Mild St 


Soft she 
20 ga 
24 ga 
26 gal 

Galvani 
20 gat 
24 gal 
26 gat 

Galvani: 
20 gal 
24 gai 
26 gat 


A 
Screwdo 
head f 
Toilet bi 
Screwdo 
do. wi 
Double 1 
Heavy C: 
Plumber: 
iron 


Caps anc 
Brass sle 


Lead P. t: 
screws 
Lead S. t 
Solder 
Plumbs 
Tinmer 
Blow p 
Copper ti 
and m 


din. x 
fin. x 
] in. x 
I}in.. x | 
1} in. x 
2 in. 
Rolled C 
plus ga 
Sheet Zin 
do. 
do. 
Brass tubs 
ing ext 


LEAD s 
Basis selli: 
or Horm 


Lead Shee 
Lead Wat 
Lead Soil 


do. 
Lead Gas 
Extras ove 
Scwt. and 
sew 
lewt.  ¢ 
Smaller qu 
Supplying 
weights 
extra ac 
Allowance 
ton weig 


PLASTEI 


Sirapite Ce 


Fi 
Blue Lias 
Hydrated | 
Lump Lim 
White Kee 
Pink Keen’ 
Granite Ct 
Hair 
Gypsum P} 
yds. and 
Cpe PI 
ft, ¢ 
pao 











8 1954 


1 10 
15 


ooo 


10 0 


39 12 
40 12 


53 
58 12 
63 17 


js ty 


DADAD ADD 


Ww 
mNNWO 
— et 
SNANS 
eoooon 


iscounts : 
1gs 


4% +35% 


14/7 
3 cwt. lot 
s 10% and 


Branches 
2 


51/3 
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METALS—continued 


Jron— Staffordshire bail saat Gnas 
Mild Steel Bars 
Mild Steel Hoops 


THE BUILDER 


Per ton basis 


in London 
FO 2 
40 5 0 
37 
39 


17 
5 


6 
0 


Ex Merchant’s 


Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
£ 4 


Soft sheets C.R. and C.A.— 


Ss. 


20 gauge 46 14 6 
24 gauge 47 19 6 
26 gauge ... 49 9 6 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 fe ‘to 9 ft.- — 
20 gauge $3 12 0 
24 gauge a ar Ee 53-32. @ 
26 gauge ; se 7 @ 
Galvanised Flat sheets hs R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge oon 5412 0 
24 gauge 56 12 0 
26 gauge as fee ah pre eae ae oe re 
PLUMBERS’ Brass WorkK, CopPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 
All per doz. ‘ Zin. Zin. lin. I}in. Ihin. 2in. 
DR iadewir bib cocks —— 
head for iron ae 73/6 109/3 
Toilet bib cocks for i iron 94/6 135/6 
Screwdown stop cocks foriron 63/- 91/3 179/6 308/9 441/- 778/- 
do. with two unions forlead 85/- 126/- 223/9 400/- 529/- 1178/- 
Double nut boiler screws - 15/9 22/- 40/- 41/- 56/9 80/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves ... 65/- 148/- 226/9 413/9 586/- 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron “a Ze : 16/6 20/-— 33/- 57/9 71/- 138/9 
” din. ldin. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 
Caps and screws . 28/6 34/9 50/6 78/9 100/9 ee io 
Brass sleeves ... Sa 26/3 26/3 47/3 63/- 
1} xX 6lb. 14 x 61b. 2 x 71b. 3 x Hb. 
Lead P. trap with a nacii 
screws «. 60/9 75/9 121/- 207/- 
Lead S. trap ‘do. 73/3 91/- 149/- 267/9 
Solder ~ se ¢ 
Plumbers’ ; - Ib. ; ; 
Tinmen’s a 
Blow pipe 4 


Copper dl BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 273 d. per Ib. plus gauge 
Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


and manufacturing extras as follows. 


Extra 
d. 
din. x 19 gauge «ce 32 Total per Ib. 
jin. x 19, xcs. AO * i 
Pinsex iS ,. 9} ce 
Itin. xX 18, 8} ” ” 
Itin. x 18 ,, 8} a we 
2 in. x 17 104 i 


Rolled Copper ‘sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras ... . 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. a 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. os 
Brass tubes basic = on aaeaie and manufactur- 
ing extras eas ve 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES: 


per Ib. 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 


or Home Counties. 


per cwt. 


perton 296 5 0 

616 0 
614 0 
6 12 


- 


1 


£ s. 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and sesuaanes per ton 133 10 
Lead Water Pipeincoils... Fer as 134 15 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. ... oa 136 5 
do. over 4 in. dia. as ae e 138 5 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe aus ‘a 136 5 
Extras over Basis for quantities — I ton 
Scwt. and under 1 ton per cwt. P 
3cwt. do. bt ae ees ee ee 4 
lewt. do. Sew... a a 6 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £89 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on om perton 7 6 
do. White do. do. se 7 14 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. ee = 7 9 
do. Fine do. do. ee o 717 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads... Sis aa a 6 9 
Hydrated Lime Gn. u< Ses _ oe oe 5 32 
Lump Lime do: -:.. oa >» 2 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in 1-ton loads .. ee 10 4 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads... pe 9 18 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ‘ oa eG 
Hair percwt. 417 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board Zin. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site . per yd. z 


Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
2 ft., $ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery Delivered site see . 


9 
103 


ecco cooooF 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 


Ceiling Distemper ... ae “we ane per cwt. 
Washable Distemper % 
Gloss Paint ... per gal. 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 ‘wt. drums) per cwt. 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs per cwt. 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 gal. lots in 1 ‘gal. tins per gal. 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, | cwt. keg per cwt. 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg * 
Size XD quality, 28 lb. ... per tin 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra... «.. per gal. 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. oe sabe aa 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal) Drums extra oe oe 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. aad ms 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior ... nae ‘ss 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) “ oat a 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. seaman per lb. 
White Lining Paper ‘se per piece 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ied ... per gal 
Oak Pale Copal do. saa ‘eid ia ‘a 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside ike ree ge ee 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. aa ae Eo ee 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. eas aes ne pas 
Finest Carriage Varnish... tae x4 re ra 
Front Door Varnish “a oa dea ee a 
Japan Gold Size... ea = Pe Bt o 
Black Japan ea oa ea Pee wat » 
Brunswick Black ... a ae ata va ae 
Berlin Black rr aes aca on aia ae 
Terebene ; waa ine ond ‘a 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) aad — aaa aa 
French and Brush Polish (do.) _... oe ae - 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... 
24 OZ. 55 2 9 9 os : 
7 OZ. ss —» 9 9 29 9» 


oz. 

re in. Rolled Plate... 3 

fein. and } in. Rough Cast 

+ in. a Rolled and Cathedral, Standard d patterns : 
hite pele 


do. Standard Tints 
do. Special Tints ‘ aes cad aa sea ‘i 
¢in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and Luminating 5a4 Pee ad 


3 in. Wired Cast ... 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 


Hollow Glass Blocks— 
P.B.2 52 x 5} x 3} in. 


P:B:3 72 x 72 X 3¢in. 

P.B.32 72 X 7} X 34g in. .. 

Radiused Corner Blocks to match up , with— 
P.B.2 4 “< ase 
P.B.3 
P.B.32 


3 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. “Quality— 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 
” ” ” ” 5 ft. sup. 
45 ft. sup. 
Riot is 100 ft. sup. 


din. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates sation 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one ae or 135 in. 

both ways 

Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto . 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto . ; ae 
Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 


” ” ” ” 


wNueh 


NAW 


PIN eee et ee ee BOD ee 


Per ft. 


1085 


Ne O~AINO 
kcal ocnconco ccoooF 


me NADU 
NADODWD 


S 
ceoocoootnOAAaAON 


Ss. 


Ne 


a 


i) 


c 
° 
aAnuns Cow NNwoT Nn 


UARWA ADWNW LHPAPNM Hee 
bes | 


— 
Am Co 
Cows 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per ft. w 


Description of Glass quantity. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. 3,000 
24 oz. ,; “ re Sei “am aa 2,000 
26 Oz. 5, pe ane “a oe aaa 2,000 
32 oz. 2,000 
+ in. Rolled Plate 1,000 
4in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White . 1,000 
tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, _Hammerstripe, 

Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte 1,000 
fs in. and ‘} in. Rolled Plate or steal _ 2,000 
+ in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal 2,000 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 


Ss. 








A 
yoo Zouch U.D.... 


P, 


Ashton-under-Lyne 
— R.D. (partsof) A 
A2 





Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 
—” Thrussington A2)...A 


. ( 
by-on-the-Wolds AD) 





d 
Bournemouth District 





Soseenien, County of... 


‘oug 

Broughton (Cheshire) nq 

*For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 104d. ; Labourers, 3s. Sd. In the case of London the rate arenes the 12-mile radius i is: i eal 
Labourers, 3s. 44d. { Plus 2d. per working day. + This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 

.—Carpenters, ror and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 

throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. 

craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 





The Builder 
CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM MAY 24, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
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KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. PR Grade, 
Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 4 pee SSR A 
Craftsmen ... on 3/9 3/84 3/8 3/7. Sittingbourne 
Labourers ... oo. are ae 3/24 3/2 anon 
Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. ao U.D. 
NN oesscenctincae A2 Felixstowe .....c000. Al Loxton ee | Smethwi ick CB. 
0! alaguletaca A2 ey 8 i —_ 7 i : . Snettisham 
SOMEED, . sabscestartscncnsonsenss ORE scccsvcevssscsnbacsns A VOEODRMICIDSVON) ..cncciscccca | See, es 
ee C.B. A a svcqnesehsucesesneccesigvecnes . Macclesfield ..... oA cs aon aga sit. A 
sesteecsscsccecsseseneseseeees olkestone oA Maidenhead .... ; Ein Cae Eiet oo 
— St. Edmunds . Al Frinton ..... 4 Sates : _ Southend-on-Sea Dist. 
Raion A Broike Al Malt b te 2 iat eee PR 
ceececcecccccee woes. cocccccccccee . BITDY —.cccceee oral outh Shields C.B.. 
Byfleet ........ Al Gainsborough U.D A Maldon (Essex) a: Al Spalding U.D. ... 
Calder Valley . mee ateshead —.....ccese uA alvern . al Stafford M.B... 
Cambridge ae oi — (Kent). —- Le oemsonal sees ~nal EMNTOS. onc kcatccs 
Cannock U.D.. ners MIR Foi sa cohe'sscercvknvoaves anningtree ...... , Stamford M.B. . 
Canterbur -_ arr ee Mansfield M.B. ..........0002- A Stantonwick 
pollens Gloucestershire, Cnty. of tA March .........000008 vee A2 Stevenage 
Cardiganshire, County of 1 pee geo A2 an ang Rae aa ee aes 
Carlisi A oole arborough U.D. tockton R.D. ..... 
} econe dh same e,Cnty of tA2 Gosport ...... pee IIE Winn seca thcsecoctcocussd Stockton-on-Tees .. 
fe hire, C “og f 3 Grantham M.B A Matiock U.D. Stoke-on-Trent C.B 
‘arn: ° ee DD. e-on-Trent C.B. 
aes ror A Gravesend «A | Melksham ......... cae Stoke Orchard ...... 
Castleford A Great Yarmouth ..............+ A ‘Melton Constable ...........- Stourbridge M.B. 
Caterham ............ A Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A — Mowbray U.D. Stourport U.D. .. 
Chapel-en-le-Frith A Grimsby R.D. een A2 ERIE evevencccscnes Stowmarket .. 
Charmy Down ...... sec Guildford District .... -A2 Middlesbrough Stratford-on-Avon A 
Chatham & District ......... Al + son la una oa ymca seeseees Sunderland District A 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. acu uiseley ......006 iddlewich ...... unningdale ....... 
Peta sease Bees ee * Halesowen M.B. aa Milford Haven . Sutton Coldfield M.B. - 
Cheltenham .... me % Halifax a Morecambe ... Swaffham . A 
Chepstow ... AL Halstead. ce Morley ...... Swanage .. Al 
Chertsey pee veeedh Haresficld 2 Al pr sacctesd Swanses es woh 
EREE .0000s00ses08 ne ATIOW .....00008 eo em antwich ... windon ....... oad 
Chesterfield M.B.. me Harpenden .... vA MURORD caisvareises cans a Swinton U.D. ..... wow 
Chesterfield §..D........0cvssecss A Harrogate uA Newark-on-Trent R.D....... Tamworth M.B. .. A 
Chester-le-Street U.D. ......A Hartlepool uA. TROOEMINY  sicsaisicseepyesese et Tenterden .......... AD 
RII, ven csvocsaccessaserou A2 Harwich pay Newcastle-on-Tyne ......... Tewkesbury ....... Al 
Se (inc. Chippen- Haslemere .. A2 Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A Thames Haven .. A 
ham Within and Harden- Hastings _........ 2 New Forest District ......... Al oC re ww Ad 
cist peptuceabhscaneesceveyer * Hatfield (Herts) as a a. phaser casons ve PORNO BAY os cnscocssscecccaaa A 
orley .. sees aywards Hea escecseneoutt ewport, Mon. ..... Thurrock U.D.C. Area ......A 
ee ee Al Hemel Hempstead - acest Newport Pagnell . eee » North of, to Billericay A 
a ‘ —— eo legen ag _ so wr Aa ng coccececceces . TRUM sw cdvaceciensessccecsccaten A 
levedon ee MNES. ocavscccrsecscsaueves orthallerton Dist. es Todmorden ... all 
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For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 1090 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


New Address 


The new address of the Building Sur- 
yeyors’ Institute is Temple Bar House, 227, 
Strand, WC2. 


The Late Mr. Sidney H. Burgess 


The death is announced of Mr. Sidney H. 
Burgess, a director of G. Percy Trentham, 
Ltd, building and civil engineering contrac- 
tors, of Reading. Mr. Burgess had been in 
the service of the company since 1918 and 
a director since 1928. 


Prospecting for Gypsum 

No prospecting for gypsum is to be per- 
mitted in Ashdown Forest. Application was 
made by Gypsum Mines, Ltd., of Mount- 
field, and the County Planning Committee 
referred it to the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government. The Minister declined 
te make a decision, consequently the com- 
mittee decided to refuse permission. 


Sanitary Chairman-Elect 

Willesden’s Borough Engineer and Sur- 
yeyor, Mr. J. C. Morris, AMICE, FRSanI, 
has been appointed chairman-elect of the 
Council of the Royal Sanitary Institute. He 
will take up his new office in October. Mr. 
Morris has been a member of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute since 1942, and was elected 
to its Council in 1948. 


Pest Attack 


Death-watch beetle and woodworm have 
been discovered in the roof of the old 
mother church of Hull, Holy Trinity, and 
may involve the expenditure of £50,000 for 
re-roofing of the whole church. It is expec- 
ted that the whole of the church roof will 
have to be opened up to discover the full 
extent of the dilapidation. 


House from Granite 


Ellesmere Port Council has received a 
tender for 98 non-traditional houses, and 
has inspected the type of house proposed. 
The units are made of granite dust or 
Cornish granite sand after china clay has 
been extracted. They are white throughout 
and need no colour-washing. The report 
has been referred to the Housing Committee 
for consideration. 


Rednal Estate 


Birmingham City Council’s house build- 
ing committee has given provisional 
approval to the layout for an estate at 
Rednal, where the Corporation is to build 
about 100 houses for owner-occupiers of the 
managerial and professional classes. It was 
stated that it was expected that the Corpora- 
tion would be able to build the houses at 
a lower cost than private builders, since it 


bs not intended to make a profit from the 
sale, 


New Town Population 


Newton Aycliffe, the new town near 
Darlington, designed for a population of 
10,000, may have 20,000 residents, the 
Corporation hope. An important road 
development costing £120,000 will open out 


| 16 acres of fully serviced’ industrial sites on 


the near-by Government-controlled trading 
estate, and it is hoped that these sites will 
€ exploited. The Corporation think they 


en provided, and building is going on at 
the rate of 500 a year. 
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The Late Mr. S, R. Ellis 


The death has occurred of Mr. S. R. Ellis, 
representative for Hampshire and Dorset, 
Wiltshire and Somerset, of F. McNeill and 
Co., Ltd., 10, Lower Grosvenor-place, SW1, 
for the past 30 years. Mr. S., G. Brown has 
been appointed to take over the area. 


Patents Appointment 


The President of the Board of Trade has 
approved the appointment of Mr. J. L. 
Girling, a superintending examiner in the 
Patent Office, as Comptroller-General of 
Patents, Trade Marks and Designs in the 
place of the late Sir John Blake. 


Plaque to Sheraton 


A blue and white plaque has been fixed 
on No. 163, Wardour-street, to commemo- 
rate the residence there of Thomas Sheraton, 
the furniture designer. Sheraton, born in 
1751 at Stockton-upon-Tees, received little 
education, but developed a talent for draw- 
ing, and, though a cabinet-maker by trade, 
it is as a designer rather than a craftsman 
that he has achieved fame. 


Birmingham’s Schools 


During the year, Birmingham Education 
Committee hopes to open four new second- 
ary schools and 16 new primary schools, 
and to begin work on the superstructure of 
the second section of the new colleges at 
Gosta Green. In addition it will be neces- 
sary to launch another heavy building pro- 
gramme of a capital value of about £2m., 
and £160,000 will be spent on improvements 
and repairs to existing schools. 


New Appointments 


Mr. J. C. West, district engineer and sur- 
veyor to Bournemouth Corporation, has 
been appointed assistant surveyor to Street 
UDC in succession to Mr. A. G. Bartlett, 
who has joined the surveyor’s department, 
Hoddesdon UDC. Mr. John M. Moots, 
senior town planning assistant at Southport 
borough architect’s department, has been 
appointed to a similar post at Blackburn. 
Mr. J. R. Tanner, surveyor and sanitary 
inspector to Ramsey UDC, has been appoin- 
ted surveyor to Wareham BC. 


The Late Mr. F. J. Stanbury 


The death occurred on June 8, at his home 
at Hartley, Plymouth, of Mr. Frederick 
James Stanbury, one of the city’s best-known 
builders. Mr. Stanbury, who was 81 years 
of age, commenced in business in Plymouth 
on his own account in 1898, and prospered 
to such an extent that at one time he 
employed over a thousand men. Among the 
many contracts carried out by Mr. Stanbury 
was the building of the County Hall, Truro, 
the Ford Palladium at Plymouth, several 
Army buildings in Wales and the South- 
West, in addition to nearly 3,000 houses in 
Plymouth. 


Cornwall Coast Footpath 


Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, has approved 
with one modification the National Parks 
Commission’s proposals for a long-distance 
route round the south coast of Cornwall. 
The path will run from Penzance to the 
Plymouth ferry at Cremyll, a distance of 
about 133 miles, and will link up with the 
Cornwall North Coast Footpath, which was 
approved in May, 1952, to form a coastal 
path round the whole of Cornwall. New 
rights of way will be needed over some 43 
miles of the route. 
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The Late Mr. J. Longden 


The death has occurred of Mr. James 
Longden, of George Longden and Sons, 
public works contractors of Sheffield. Aged 
53, he served on Sheffield Council for nine 
years and in 1936 was president of Sheffield, 
Rotherham and District Building Trades 
Employers’ Association. 


Technical €ollege Conference 


It is proposed to hold a _ conference 
of all interested building trades employers 
at the Building Department of the South- 
East London Technical College, Worsley 
Bridge-road, Lower Sydenham, SE26, 
on July 12, at 2.30 p.m. The con- 
ference will afford an opportunity to discuss 
with the staff of the college the courses 
scheduled for the 1954/55 session, to deal 
with any questions thereon as to suitability 
and whether any amplification of any of the 
courses may be desirable to meet local needs. 
The workshops, laboratories and accommo- 
dation will be open for inspection during 
the afternoon. 


Housing Management Investigation 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, Mr. Harold Macmillan, has 
appointed a sub-committee of the Central 
Housing Advisery Committee, under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Henry Brooke, MP, 
“To review the recommendations made in 
the Third Report of the Housing Manage- 
ment Sub-Committee with regard to the ques- 
tion of residential qualifications required by 
certain local authorities; to investigate the 
practice and experience of local authorities in 
dealing with unsatisfactory tenants and hous- 
ing applicants, and with regard to evictions; 
and to make recommendations.” Those wish- 
ing to submit evidence to the sub-committee 
are invited to write to the Joint Secretasies, 
Miss M. Empson and Mr. P. J. Harrop, at 
the MOHLG, Whitehall, SW1. 


LIVERPOOL HOUSING 
Slum Clearance “ Getting into Stride ” 


SPEAKING at the first meeting of the muni- 
cipal] year of the Liverpool Corporation 
Housing Committee, of which he was 
re-elected chairman, ALDERMAN H. N. 
BEWLEY said that up to June 1 they had, 
since the end of the war, completed 18,187 
permanent and temporary dwellings. This 
was in addition to the private enterprise con- 
tribution of 3,080 new dwellings, making a 
grand total for the post-war period of 21,267 
new homes. 


“We still stand second only to Birming- 
ham of the provincial towns in England and 
Wales, and we can look back on 1953 with 
a certain amount of satisfaction, although, 
of course, not with complacency, for no 
matter what we do, we must always start 
each new municipal year with the intention 
of doing even better,” he said. “1953 was, 
however, a good year, for we have completed 
no less than 3,027 new homes since I spoke 
to you at the first meeting in 1953. This is 
11 per cent. better than the year previously. 
Private enterprise, too, had a good year, and 
completed a total of 375 new dwellings. 


“We are really getting into our stride so 
far as slum clearance is concerned, and 
month by month we have had represented to 
us additional dwellings by the medical officer 
of health and we have taken steps to acquire 
many new areas by compulsory purchase.” 
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BONDING GLASS TO 
GLASS 


Development of Permanent Adhesive 


WHITE CEMENT which is understood 

to be capable of effecting a permanent 
bond between glass»: and glass has been 
introduced into this country by James Clark 
and Eaton, Ltd., Scoresby House, Glasshill- 
street, Blackfriars, SE1. Originally developed 
by German scientists, the “S.H.” glass- 
cement, as it is known, is suitable for use 
with plate glass of more than 4 in. thick- 
ness. Joints can be butted or mitred, and 
plates of any size can be cemented together 
to form a self - supporting structure. 
“ Armourplate ” doors can be incorporated, 
and the elimination of wood or metal sup- 





incor~ 
porating ‘‘ Armourplate’”’ doors and soffit. 


An all-glass entrance assembly 


ports makes possible clear vision for such 
applications as_ partitions, shop-fronts, 
obseryation rooms and exhibition work. 


“S.H.” glass-cement hardens only in the 
outer portions of a joint, thus leaving the 
inner portion permanently resilient; and it 
is claimed that apart from rendering joints 
dustproof and weathertight, the adhesive is 
unaffected by climatic conditions. Tests 
were carried out by the company at a 
demonstration to representatives of the 
Press on June 9, in which pieces of 4 in. 
plate glass cemented edge-on to other plates 
were shown to withstand loads of up to 
224 lb. applied at a point 2 in. from the 
joints. The strength of the glass-cement 
is advantageous where units are in constant 
use and exposed to rough treatment, but 
the agents emphasise that satisfactory and 
safe installations depend on a thorough 
knowledge of the preparation and applica- 
tion of the material. Trained fixers can be 
supplied to undertake installation. 


New Address 


As from June 24, the new address of F. J. 
Baynes and Co., Ltd., heating and ventilating 
engineers, will be Northampton House, St. 
Paul’s-road, Ni (Tel. No.: Canonbury 
5811-4). 
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TRADE NEWS 


Self-build Housing 


C. D. Productions, Ltd., of 30, Uxbridge- 
road, W12, whose “Punt” system of construc- 
tion was described in our last issue, point 
out that the plans illustrated were typical 
only, and not standard, as a house would 
be individually planned by an architect. 
The system permits complete flexibility of 
design, being based on a true 40-in. module. 


Dark Blinds 

Specially designed for use in ophthalmic, 
X-ray, fluorescent and dark rooms or in any 
location where the complete exclusion of 
daylight is necessary, are the internal dark 
blinds marketed by Solum, Ltd. 123, 
Wigmore-street, W1. These blinds incor- 
porate ventilated heads and are fixed on the 
face of the wall so as to give a clear window 
opening when not in use. External dark 
blinds are available for operation theatres 
which can be either hand or electrically con- 
trolled from inside the theatre, and these 
have been installed in several of the principal 
hospitals and institutions in Great Britain. 
The company also supplies all types of sun- 
blinds and inside roller blinds, including 
flexible aluminium venetian blinds, as well 
as a complete range of awnings for terraces. 
Architects can be given scale drawings and 
provisional estimates upon receipt of draw- 
ings or sketch plans. 


Mobile Stackers 

A range of battery-electric mobile stackers 
designed to increase storage and production 
output are being produced by Leverstart, 
Ltd., 185, High-street, Tooting, SW17, and 
featured on their stand at the Mechanical 
Handling Exhibition, Olympia, London. 
They provide maximum hoisting speeds of 
25 ft. per min. to a height of 9 ft., with speeds 
of 5 mph forward or reverse. A capacity of 
one ton is featured on the model 30, with 
a turning circle of about 4 ft.; the smaller 
model 10 has a capacity of 10 cwt. and a 
3 ft. 6 in. turning circle. The standard length 
of fork is 2 ft., but extensions can be fitted 
to increase capacity. Either mast will sup- 
port the full load, and a particular feature is 
the lift, which is by roller chains inside each 
mast, the chains being compensated to 
equalise the load. Forward and backward 
tilting units can be fitted, with various items 
such as crane hooks and ram attachments. 
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Front End Loader 


The front end loader recently introduceq 
by Aveling-Barford, Ltd., of Grantham, yijl 
be displayed by them for the first time 
the MOW Building Plant Exhibition to bg 
held at Reading from June 24 to 30. It jg 
a cable-operated machine with a power. 
operated winch control, and is fitted a 
standard with a 4 cu. yd. bucket. For light 
material handling, buckets of 3 and 1 cu, yd. 
capacities are available. The unit is powered 
by a Fordson Major diesel or petrol fovr. 


deans 
é 
ay 





The Aveling-Barford front end loader, 


cylinder ohv engine providing over 42 BHP 
at 1800 rpm, with maximum speeds of about 
12 mph forward and 5 mph reverse. A 
lifting speed of one ton to 10 ft. in fou 
seconds can be obtained, and the rear draw 
lug has a drawbar pull of 5,600 lb. Other 
items exhibited by the company will includ 
a maintenance grader and three dumpers, 


Guaranteed Used Vehicles 


To help raise the standard of used can 
and commercial vehicles in this country, 
Vauxhall Motors, Ltd., have announced that 
“Quality Tested” guaranteed used vehicles 
of all makes will now be on sale in mos 
towns and cities in the country. A car or 
truck can only carry the “ Quality Tested’ 
symbol if it has been examined and recor 
ditioned if necessary; it will be guaranteed 
for at least three months. 


Material Handling Film 


A film entitled “The Flowblock Pallet 
Plan,” which was produced for the material 
handling division of Messrs. Fisher and 
Ludlow, Ltd., Bordesley Works, Birmingham, 
12, was introduced at a reception in London 
on June 9. The film opens with a brie 
review of the company’s contribution 10 
the world of mechanical handling and shows 
how, with the help of the Flowblock system 
of “ Palletisation,” the Castle Bromwich fac- 
tory of the company maintains an output thi 
consumes over 2,000 tons of steel per week. 
The progress of the pallets round the factory 
is followed and a clear picture is given of F 
the working of the system. The films > 
available for showing to professional ai [7 








technical organisations, trade association, E 
educational institutions and all interested 0 & 
mechanical handling. 3 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


The appointment of Group CapTaIN L. R. STOKES 
DFC, Royal Air Force (retired), has been annount 
aS managing director of Bowmaker (Plant), Ltd, ot 
Willenhall. Mr. E. G. Brpp ie, secretary, reling 
the dual post of secretary-director. This is the fist 
official appointment to the post since the death 
r. R. V. Cable on May 28, 1953. : 

Mr. L. H. GRIFFITHS, technical manager of Se 
tex, Ltd., has been appointed assistant general mit Be 
ager. Mr. Griffiths is succeeded as technical manag 
by Mr. WALTER SAUL. : 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents] 


* Australia——Reconstruction of bridge over 
Mackay River at Kempsey. The Depart- 
ment of Main Roads, New South Wales, are 
calling for tenders (Specification No. 10B, 
302B) for the reconstruction of bridge over 
Mackay River at Kempsey. The closing 
date for the reccipt of tenders is August 24 
next. All inquiries by telephone relating 
to this circular should be made to Chancery 
4411, Extension 738 or 771. 


China—A school town is under con- 
struction in the south of Sian, capital city 
of China’s vast north-west area. Buildings 
which are being planned will house an 
Academy of Fine Arts, a teachers’ college 
and institutes of petroleum, mechanics and 
health. Work on a 100,000-seat stadium is 
making progress. When completed this up- 
to-date sports arena will include an indoor 
sports field and other athletic facilities. 


Egypt.—The Egyptian Ministry of Public 
Works has submitted proposals to the 
National Production Council for an alloca- 
tion of £44m. in the next Budget for im- 
provements to irrigation and drainage, which 
includes £2,300,000 for works in Lower 
Egypt, £900,000 for completion of work on 
the canal system between Cairo and Alexan- 
dria, and £1,300,000 for works in Upper 
Egypt. It is also proposed to ask for credit 
of £2,200,000 for the construction of build- 
ings and electric drainage pumps and 
turbines for Talkha, Aboul, Nag Hamadi, 
Edfou, Helwan and certain other places. 

A large factory is to be set up in Cairo 
by an Italian concern for the manufacture 
of electric refrigerators and air-conditioning 
units. 

An interesting announcement has _ been 
made by the president of the Popular Hous- 
ing Council. The statement mentions that 
£l6m. is to be spent on the building of 
popular houses during the next five years 
and £84m. in the two following years. 

An agreement has been signed between 
the Government and the Misr Bank con- 
cerning the 75-year lease of the necessary 
ground on which to build the projected 
luxury hotel which is to stand on the site 
of the almost demolished Kasr-el-Nil Bar- 
tacks in Cairo. The bank has entrusted 
the management of the new hotel to the 
United States Hilton Group, and the name 
chosen is the Nile Hotel. It will be built 
to 11 storeys and will have 400 air-con- 
ditioned rooms, with private bathrooms, 
tennis courts, swimming-pool, restaurants 
and a garage. One of the features will 
be a terrace on the Corniche, linking the 
hotel with a private quay on the Nile for 
the sole use of the hotel’s guests. 

A call for tenders for two new wireless 
Stations, a transmitting station. on the Alex- 
andria-Cairo desert road and a receiving 
station at Maadi, near Cairo, has been 
made. These stations will eventually replace 
those of the Marconi Radio Telegraph 
Company. 


Germany.—The Cologne Opera House, 
which was destroyed during the war, is to 
be rebuilt on designs specially created by 
architect Walter Riphahn. Actual construc- 
tion work is to commence before the end 
of this year. The old site, which was 
unsatisfactory, is to be abandoned and the 
new building will be erected on the Neuer 
Markt, where once stood the famous old 


*From the R ; A aa 
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Schauspielhaus. The Opera House will seat 
1,400 persons, and building is scheduled for 
completion in 1956. It will cost about 12m. 
marks. 


India.—It has been announced in the 
House of the People that the proposed heavy 
electrical industry would be a State under- 
taking but that foreign firms were expected 
to participate with technical and financial 
assistance. 

The Planning Commission have appointed 
a committee to advise on steps to be taken 
for future development of the lignite field 
in South Arcot, Madras. It is estimated 
that the total reserves amount to some 2,000 
million tons. An American engineer from 
the Technical Co-operation Mission has been 
working on the field for the past two years 
and the stage has now been reached when 
investigations must be made so that a 
decision can be taken on future develop- 
ment. Possible suggestions for develop- 
ment of the lignite, if it can be satisfactorily 
mined, include a thermal power station; 
a briquetting plant; and a synthetic oil plant. 

Agreement has been reached between the 
Government of India and the Government 
of Nepal on plans for the execution of the 
Kosi Project on the Indo/ Nepalese border. 
The main purpose of this scheme is to con- 
trol the waters of the Kosi which annually 
cause devastation in parts of Bihar. During 
the 1953 floods some 600 sq. miles were 
inundated. The main features of the scheme 
will be (a) construction of a barrage at 
Hanuman Nagar to control the head waters 
and divert part of the water supply to the 
Eastern Kosi canal for irrigation. It is also 
proposed to generate up to 20,000 kw of 
power at this spot, up to 50 per cent. of 
which will be supplied to Nepal; (b) con- 
struction of flood-banks on either side of the 
river for a distance of some 70 miles; and 
(c) the diversion of flood waters into some 
subsidiary channels of the Kosi reducing the 
intensity of the floods in the main streams. 
In connection with this scheme the chairman 
of the Central Water and Power Commission 











“THE BUILDER” 
COST of BUILDING CHART 
Current Edition Ready 


THE Cost of Building Chart 
which Mr. H. }. Venning, FRICS, 
first prepared in 1952 for “ The 
Builder”? and reprinted in 1953, has 
now been brought up to date to include 
current materials prices and the 
wages increases of 1d. per hour 
(granted as from February 1) and 
of 14d. per hour awarded by the 
National Foint Council to take effect 
on May 24. 

The chart shows (1939 being taken 
as datum at 100) that the level of 
building costs now stands at 332, a 
rise since January, 1953, of 12 points. 

The chart and accompanying table 
of wages increases and guarantees 
since 1939 is being reprinted on light 
card. Copies may be ordered from 
the Publisher, ‘“‘ The Builder,” The 
Builder House, Catherine-street, 
Aldwych, WC2, price 1s. each, 
plus 3d. postage for amy number of 





copies up to 12. Orders for 12 or 
more charts will be sent post free. 
Cash should accompany orders. 
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is paying a visit to China to study flood con- 
trol methods in use there. 

Italy—A Bill in favour of popular hous- 
ing has been approved by the Italian Coun- 
cil of Ministers. An eight-year programme 
is envisaged whereby the total expenditure 
will be borne by the State. It is hoped to 
build about 120,000 new houses. It is esti- 
mated that this measure will provide a home 
for half the families which the recent Par-” 
liamentary inquiry showed to be living in 
unhealthy conditions. A second part of the 
Bill provides for the development of State- 
subsidised houses by means of contributions 
over the next six years. This will enable 
certain middle-class groups to build their 
own homes. 


Singapore.—In Singapore private builders 
have plans in hand for the building of 2,000 
houses. Costs are expected to be about 25 
per cent. lower than last year as prices have 
dropped generally for materials and labour. 
Plans are also reported for a $4m. private 
development scheme proposed by one of 
the colony’s large film organisations. It is 
intended to build five cinemas and two five- 
storey blocks of flats, together with asso- 
ciated shopping facilities. The Singapore 
Legislative Council has approved a 
$33,400,000 loan for the Singapore Improve- 
ment Trust which will enable construction 
to go ahead on 6,000 new houses which will 
be available at low rents, 140 shops and 10 
markets. Many of the dwellings will be 
built at Queenstown, the new satellite town 
in Singapore, and it is understood that when 
Queenstown is completed at least 65,000 
people will live in five neighbourhoods, each 
one being provided with its own shops, mar- 
kets, schools, playing fields, amusement 
places and other community facilities. Other 
housing plans for Singapore are being con- 
sidered by leading contractors, sawmill 
owners and dealers in building materials 
who have a scheme in hand for the formation 
of a private company which will undertake 
the building of thousands of houses for sale 
to working-class families. 

Another Singapore company plans to start 
a housing estate in one of the better class 
districts in the city. Some 60 modern bunga- 
lows are to be built. 

It has been announced that preliminary 
plans for the building of a new free public 
library have been completed and that work 
on the final plans is going ahead so that a 
start with actual building construction can 
be made in the near future. 


USSR.—A number of hydro schemes are 
under construction in the Soviet Union on 
the River Volga. Hydro schemes are being 
carried out at Uglich and Shcherbakov. At 
Gorki a dam is being constructed which will 
raise the level of the Volga 60 ft, and a 
new sea will be formed, to be called the 
Gorodetsk Sea, which will stretch hundreds 
of miles to the town of Shcherbakov. 
Another new sea which will rise from the 
building of a hydro power station is the 
Kama Sea, which will be 155 miles long. 
When these new seas have become navigable 
building will commence on shipyards, fac- 
tories, store sheds, reservoirs, roads and 
railway tracks. Refuge ports are also to 
be built where vessels can shelter in bad 
weather, and houses will be erected on the 
shores. A sea is also planned for the Stalin- 
grad area which will stretch for 373 miles 
and will be nearly 20 miles wide, with an 
area of about 2,120 square miles. New 
hydro-electrical schemes are also planned for 
Novosikitsk, Bukhtarma, Kakhovka, Angara 
and Narva. 
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Overspill Problems 


PEAKING at a conference of the Town 
and Country Planning Association in 
Glasgow on June 11, Mr. Frank A. B. 
PRESTON, chairman of the conference, said 
the overspill problems facing Glasgow and 
London by and large were of somewhat 
similar magnitude, but the severity of the 
problem related to Glasgow and the Clyde 
Valley was substantially greater both physi- 
cally and financially. 


“Under the New Towns Act,” he con- 
tinued, “no fewer than eight new towns 
are being established round London. The 
first Development Corporation, that for 
Crawley, was appointed on February 26, 
1947. The estimated intake number of 
population of the eight new towns, exclud- 
ing the population previously resident in 
the various areas, has been estimated at 
320,400. In the case of Glasgow and the 
Clyde Valley area, only one new town de- 
velopment, that of East Kilbride, can be 
regarded as related to the same problem, with 
an estimated population of 45,000 and old 
resident population of some 2,000. 


“Under the powers of the Town Develop- 
ment Act, progress has been made by 
London County Council through negotia- 
tions with other local authorities well outside 
the periphery of their administrative area. 
From Press reports, some of the towns 
which have shown an interest are up to 
a hundred miles away—the distance between 
Glasgow and Stranraer. This indicates the 
scope that the provisions of the 1952 Act 
appear to give. 


“To anyone experienced in the carrying 
into effect of the provisions of a planning 
scheme it is clear that many problems regard- 
ing land purchase and the major public 
services are bound to arise. The accumu- 
lated experiences of the London County 
Council and the new town corporations 
should be drawn on in this connection. 
They should not be regarded as insuperable, 
but they do entail prior study and ability 
to maintain workable relations among the 
several interests. This is important both 
in relation to the exporting and receiving 
authorities. It is not to be assumed that 
the working of the Act has been so far 
faultless or that problems have all been 
solved. It has been suggested that on the 
whole the position of the receiving authority 
is the less difficult. There is little doubt 
that, as regards vacated buildings and build- 
ing sites in cities left unoccupied by indus- 
trial and other concerns transferred to new 
areas, these tend to invite similar industries 
to move in, leaving the congested city with 
a repetition of the difficulties at first appar- 
ently solved. Some hard thinking and 
appropriate action appear to be required 
here. This is also necessary in securing the 
practical good will of industrial and com- 
mercial interests so that they may willingly 
co-operate by transferring to country dis- 
tricts and country towns work places for 
the augmented population to be housed 
there.” 


Clyde Tunnel Project 


GLascow is to press for a_ positive 
answer and a starting date for the Clyde 
tunnel project between Whiteinch and Lint- 
house. The Highways Committee, meeting 


on June 7, approved a decision to send a 
deputation to seek positive clarification of 
the position, because of contradictory 
answers to questions in the Commons. The 
Minister of Transport announced during a 
visit last November that the tunnel scheme, 
designed to relieve cross-river transport, 
would receive favourable consideration high 
on the priority list. Since then there have 
been contradictory statements regarding the 
availability of shields for the work. Glas- 
gow attitude is that a clear answer should 
now be given and that a firm starting date 
should be given for the work. 


The Glasgow attitude is that work in 
London receives an urgency of attention 
and a much more favourable appreciation 
than that in other parts of the country, 
and that even after a personal inspection 
of local problems by responsible officials 
the adoption of obvious remedies can be 
delayed and deferred to an extent which 
merely aggravates the local situation by 
making any action or planning impossible. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Banffshire.—Planning Committee have approved an 
application by Scottish Malt Distillers, Ltd., to recon- 
struct Benrinnes Distillery, Aberlour, at a cost of 
£71,000 


Glasgow.—Arthur & Co., Ltd., are to build a multi- 
storey warehouse on the bombed site at — 
Ingram-st., Glasgow, at an est. cost of £3 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions to St. Agnes sch., for which the architects are 
William Weddle & Thomson (F/A), 216, Bath-st., 
Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared for reconstruction and 
additions at Langside-dr., for which the architect is 
Alexander Aitkenhead, ape London-rd., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared for extensions to the 
commercial garage of John Lyle & Co., Ltd., at 10, 
Foreneuk-st., London-rd., Bridgeton. 


Glasgow.—Plans are in course of preparation (sketch 
stage) for new Catholic Church for the Archdiocese 
of Glasgow, which is to be erected at Penilee-rd. 
housing scheme, Balarnock. The architect is Thomas 
S. Cordiner (A), Blythswood-chbrs., West George-st., 
Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
Glasgow South Co-operative Society, Ltd., Coburg-st., 
for extensions at Pollockshaws-rd., for which the 
architect is Kenneth Masson (F), 119, Paisley-rd., 
Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Corporation has approved layout plans 

















VENEERED BOARD 


The robust structural 
material for all types 
of fabrication. 


“HANDY PANELS 


For renovating existing 
tables and counters. 


PLASTICS 

are made for the job in 
a full range of patterns. 
Write for your copy of: 
“Installing Warerite 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s, 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For weck of 


Year Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
s. d, 
Ist. ae ee os ae 41 3 
2nd -« | oa 55 0 
3rd 50 82 6 
4th 664 110 0 
5th 75 123 9 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. 
probationary period) 3 34 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) 4 3 0 











for the Easterhouse Township houses as follows: 642 
three-, 208 four- and 64 five-apartments. Also 95) 
houses in flats, for which the architect is Archibald G, 
Jury (F), Housing Offices, The Trongate, Glasgow, 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
canteen and hostel for Joseph W. Leonard, 315, 
Springburn-rd., St. Rollax. 

Glenrothes.—Secretary of State has now confirmed 
the proposals comprising the establishment of a Public. 
house in Woodside Precinct, a public-house in 
Auchmuty Precinct, and the granting of a grocer’s 
certificate in respect of a shop in Auchmuty Precinct, 

Kilmarnock.—Corporation have had plans prepared 
for the first development of their Bellfield housing 
estate, consisting of 198 houses to be erected at an 
est. cost of £153,000. The architect is N. S. Suther- 
land, FIAA&S. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for new commercial 
garage, workshops and offices, etc., to be erected at 
James-st., Carluke, for which the architect is James S. 
Shannon (F), 45, High-st., Biggar. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new shops and 
house to be erected at Cleghorn-ave. » Kildare oa 
site, Lanark. The architect is James W. White 
38, High-st., Lanark. 

Lanarkshire.—The National Coal Board, 36, 
Robertson-st., Broomielaw, Glasgow, are to erect a 

new medical centre at Blantyreferrne, Uddingston. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for Masonic halls a 
the Old Edinburgh-rd. Viewpark, Uddingston, for 
which the architect is John L. Crawford, 479, Old 
Edinburgh-rd., Viewpark, Uddingston. 

Lanark.—CC approved a proposal for the erection 
of 54 traditional houses at Crawforddyke, Carluke, at 
a cost of £75,367. 

Prestwick.—Corporation has had plans prepared and 
approved for 18 houses to be erected at The Belleview 
housing site. The Council A is James Melrose, Master 
of Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Prestwick, 
Ayrshire. 


Liverpool City Museum 


Liverpool Corporation is considering a 
scheme for the complete rebuilding of the 
city museum, which was blitzed during the 
war. A draft report by the museum director, 
Mr. J. H. Iliffe, on the requirements of @ 
modern museum has been submitted to Pro- 
fessor A. E. Richardson, RA, the architect 
member of the National Commission 01 
Museums and Galleries, who expressed his 
approval of the suggestions. It is proposed 
to enlarge the present site and to embody 
in the new design a tower-like structure 
built up of two concentric galleries sur 
rounding a central shaft containing lifts. 
the top would be a restaurant with a wide 
spread view over the Mersey, and af 
observatory. 


Year Book 
The London Region of the Federation of 











Master Builders, 26, Great Ormond-stretl, 
Holborn, WC1, have issued their 1954 Year 
Book, which contains such information 
schedules and technical data. 
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THE BUILDER 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the Advertisement 
previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included :in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
mame and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JUNE 26. 
*{Bridgwater.—150 houses and bungalows at Syden- 
fam estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
*t+Lothingland RDC.—24 houses on three sites. G. 
Setterfield, Clerk of C. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


July 19 
JUNE 28. 

*Montgomeryshire CC.—New buildings and adapta- 
tions to existing house and buildings at Pontypercryll, 
Bettws. P. L. White, Clerk of CC. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Northfleet UDC.—Supply of items for houses on 
the Painters Ash estate. E&S. 

*tNorth Riding CC.—Conversion and extension of 
Hill House, Richmond, Yorks, into aged persons’ 
home. County A, Northallerton. 

*;South Western Reg. Hosp. Brd.—Casualty dept., 
Freedom Fields hospital, Plymouth. M . Carter, 
Sec., 27, Tyndalls Park-rd., Bristol, 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 29. 

*Glasgow Corpn.—24 flats for aged persons at 
Balvery-st., Garthamlock. Architectural and Planning 
Dept., 20, Trongate, Glasgow, C.1. 

JUNE 30. 

*+Deptford MBC.—40 flats at Clyde-st. and 40 flats 
at Shardeloes-rd. TC. 

JULY 2. 

*Ealing BC.—Conversion of No. 
Aanger-la., WS, into branch library. BE&S. Dep. £2. 

*Esher UDC.—18 flats, Faraday-rd. site, West 
Molesey. E&S. Dep. £1 ls. 

Peterborough City C.—68 houses on the Walton 
estate. City E&S, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tWest Sussex CC.—Secondary modern 
Billingshurst. County A, Chichester. 

JULY 3. 

Bridge-Blean RDC.—22 houses at Littlebourne, nr. 
Canterbury. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tBucks Standing Joint Committee.—Police house 
and office, Loughton. County A, Aylesbury. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by July 26. 

Chapel-en-le-Frith RDC.—10 bungalows and six 
fhouses at Swallow House-la. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

Herefordshire CC.—Structural alterations, additions 
and decorations at Kingswood Hall Hosp. and Old 
People’s Home, Kingston. County Welfare Officer, 
10, St. Owen-st., Hereford. Dep. £2 2s. 

‘Lincoln (Kesteven) CC.—Police houses, 
Gonerby and Harlaxton. County A, Sleaford. 


pages of this and 


11, Abbey-par., 


school, 


Great 


JULY 5. 
*Lincoln CC.—House and farm buildings at Tim- 


berland No. 42; also at Welbourn No. 22. County 
Land Agent, Sleaford. 

*Wembley BC.—Sports pavilion at Tokyngton 
fecreation ground. Boro’ Treasurer. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 6. 
*Barnes B.C.—Erection of 72 flats, 12 lock-up 
garages at Priests Bridge, Upper Richmond-rd., SW14. 
BE&S, Municipal Offices, Sheen-la., SW14. 


JULY 7. 
*tCarmarthenshire CC.—County police HQ at 
Friar’s Park, Carmarthen. County A. 
*Grimsby CBC.—24 dwellings on Wootton-rd., 
Nunsthorpe estate. BE&S. Dep. £2. 


JULY 9. 
*Cuckfield UDC.—Eight houses and 6 bungalows, 
bry Nursery, Lindfield. R. J. Willett, S. Dep. 


*Esher UDC.—Contract No. 164, 19 bungalows and 
ah Faraday-rd. estate, West Molesey. E&S. Dep. 


F JULY 10. 

Bognor Regis UDC.—20 aged persons’ bungalows, 
South Bersted. E&S. Dep. £ E 
f Bognor Regis UDC.—Messroom and weighbridge 
i at the Destructor Works. E&S. Dep. 


s. 
Pr ormchurch UDC.—11 blocks of four maisonettes, 
Tont-la, site, Cranham. S. Dep. £2 2s. 
J JULY 12. 
Berwick-upon-Tweed TC.—62 houses at West Field. 
sghfanicipal Buildings. Dep. £3 3s. 
J patel. — 30 houses, Headley Park. Dept. D. Cun- 
Singham and Gibaud, surveyors, All Saints House, 
change, Bristol, 1. 


eMuse Bri mae? oe ® 
enai Bridge UDC.—10 houses at Tyddyn To 
estate, S to the Council. 
at mmborve BC.—57 flats at Beechway, Lincoln- 
5 ep. £2 2s. 
JULY 14 
*Kendal BC.—80 dwellings c 
BEES. a ae wellings on Hall Garth estate. 


*Widnes BC.—20 dwellings on Black Denton’s Farm 


site, Warringt 


E. 


*Worcester CC.—20 houses at Dires Green. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


on-rd. Boro’ A. D 


JULY 20. 


ep. £5 5s. 


City 


*Consett UDC.—Shops at Cutlers Hall, Blackhill. 


Ethringham & Lowes, architects, Derwent-st. 


Dep. 


2 
*Northfleet UDC.—Community hall on Coldharbour- 
rd. housing estate. E&S. 


*Northfleet UDC.—60 houses on Painters -Ash 
estate. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

“Durham City C.—Six houses, Gi 
ne re ity C.—Six houses, Gilesgate. City E. 
JULY 29. 

*Gosport BC.—50 houses at Rowner housing estate 
No. 3. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


NO DATE. 


*Croydon CBC.—Conversion and redecoration of 


house, Brigstock-rd., Thornton Heath. 


£2 2s. 


BE. Dep. 


Helston BC.—Erection of attested cattle section at 


Helston Mark 


tects, Brunel House, College Green, Bristol, 1. 


2 28. 


et. George Brown 


archi- 
Dep. 


Partners, 


*Wem RDC.—(a) 60 houses at Shawbury; (b) roads 


and sewers. 
chbrs., Hanley 


, Stoke-on-Trent. 


Hind & Brown, LA.RIBA, District Bank- 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JUNE 23. 


*tLeeds Regional Hosp. Brd.—Heating and elec- 


trical services, County Hospital, York. 
Park-par., Harrogate. 


July 26. 


J. H. Melville 


A to Board, 


Dep. £2 2s. each. Tenders by 
JUNE 24, 
*Harrow BC.—Lavatory wash basins for 437 houses. 
Richards, BE&S. Dep. £2. 
JUNE 28. 


*Wrexham BC.—133 free standing cookers. 


31, Chester-st. 


JUNE 30 


BE&S, 


*Yiewsley and West Drayton UDC.—Removal of 


existing *‘ Triplex ’’ grates and fitting 
boilers ’’ and tiled surrounds (330 in all). 


JULY 1. 


*Hornsey BC.—Demolition of des 
E 


council’s depot, High-st, N8. BE&S 


JU 
*West Riding of Yorks TC. 
residential nursery, 


County A. 


*Burnley CBC.—Supply of 
Gass & Hope, 


shawe, 
Bolton. 


LY 5. 





Walton-la., 
NO DATE. 
FF.RIBA, 


ironmongery. 


“* Redfyre Bac- 
x. 


tructor chimney at 


Engineering services at 
Sandal, 


Wakefield. 


Brad- 
19, Silverwell-st., 








ENTOKIL 


TIMBER FLUID 


KILLS 





NO BETTER PRODUCT ON SALE TODAY 
Rentokil Timber Fluid kills beetle, egg and grub 
and successfully prevents all future attack. Use 
the proven insecticide and be free of wood- 
worm. For specialist advice or identification of 


specimens, 


Woodworm and Dry Rot Centre (B), 


call or ‘phone 


23, Bedford Square, London, W.C.1. 
Telephone: LANgham 5455/6. 
RENTOKIL LTD., PETCHAM, LEATHERHEAD, SURREY 
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ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JUNE 21. 
tGloucester RDC.—About 3,770 lin. yds. sewers; 


610 lin. yds. pumping mains; pumping station and 
measuring chamber. W. Herbert Bateman & Ptnrs., 
engineers, Chesterfield House, Batheaston, Bath. 


Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by July 19. 
JUNE 30. 

*Rhondda UDC.—Roads, sewers and land drainage 
works for 82 houses at the Greenmeadow-terr. housing 
site at Williamstown. Hsg. A. Dep. £3 3s. 

JULY 1. 

Cambs CC.—R.c. bridge, span 13 ft. 6 in., on 
Longstanton-Over road. County S, Cambridge. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


Dover BC.—Surface dressing of about 68,000 sq. 
yds. carriageways. BE. ep. £2 2s. 

Oxford City C.—lInstallation of water 
mains—contract No. 12. 
Oxford. Dep. £5 5s. 


and gas 

City WE, 68, St. Aldate’s, 
JULY 2. 

Port Talbot BC.—Resurfacing work on route A.48. 

E. 


JULY 6. 
Westhoughton UDC.—Construction of an under- 


ground service reservoir of $m. galls. capacity. E&S, 
Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 
JULY 10. 


Sedgley UDC.—About 500 lin. yds. sewers at Gospel 
End-rd. (A.463). E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 14. 

*Isle of Wight CC.—Installation of low-pressure 
pipes, etc., at Underwath (St. Lawrence Dene Old 
People’s Guest House), near Ventnor. County A, 
Newport. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 16. 

Haverfordwest RDC.—Steynton Village sewerage 
scheme. E&S, Council Offices, 10, Picton-pl., Haver- 
fordwest. Dep. £3 3s. 

JULY 19. 

Marlborough and Ramsbury RDC.—Axford/ Milden- 
hall water supply—contract No. 5. John Taylor & 
Sons, engineers, Artillery House, Artillery-row, West- 
minster, SW1. Dep. £5. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Banstead.—GaraGES.—Schemes for the erection of 
30 garages at Upland-way and 24 at Partridge Mead, 
for RDC, have been approved by Surrey CC. 

Barking.—Housinc EstaTteE.—The appointment of 
K. H. Tuson, of. Mackness and Shipley, consulting 
engineers, Parliament-mans., Abbey Orchard-st., SWI, 
as consultant for the Thames View housing estate is 
recommended for TC’s approval. 

Brentford and Chiswick.—Boys’ ScHoo..—M of E 
have approved the amendment of the 1954-55 build- 
ing programme so that the final phase of the Staveley- 
rd. secondary modern boys’ school, comprising assem- 
bly hall, gymnasium, changing rooms, store, and 
canteen servery can be put in hand. The estimated 
cost is £46,230, and CC is recommended to approve 
the erection of this final instalment. ; 

Brentford and Chiswick.—New ScHoots.—Min. of 
Transport plan to commence work on the extension to 
Cromwell-rd. scheme on January 1, 1956. The 
Hogarth junior and infants’ schools will be affected by 
the scheme, and approval has been given by CC to 
the erection of new buildings for the schools under 
the 1955-56 building programme to provide 880 places. 
Plans are being prepared, and the financial alloca- 
tion for the new schools amounts to £141,065. 

Chertsey.—APPOINTMENT.—The appointment of A. 
Livock, ARIBA, 10, Tavistock-pl., WC1. as architect; 
and Marks & Ptnrs., 106, High-st., Guildford, as 
quantity surveyors, in connection with the scheme for 
the extension of the pathological laboratory at St. 
Peter’s Hospital, is recommended for the approval of 
the South West Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board. 

Croydon.—HospitaL EXxTENSIONS.—Recommenda- 
tions have been made to the South West Metropolitan 
Regional Hospital Board that approval be given to the 
appointment of G. Whittaker, OBE, FRIBA, FRICS, 
16, Ludgate-hill, EC4, as architect in connection with 
the scheme for the proposed extension of the pharmacy 
at the General Hospital, at an estimated cost of 
£6,000. 

Enfield.—TecHNICAL COLLEGE.—The scheme for ex- 
tensions to Enfield Technical College to provide addi- 
tional laboratories, workshops, classrooms and drawing 
offices is being considered by M of E for inclusion 
in the 1955-56 building programme. 

Fulham.—QUANTITY SURVEYORS.—The appointment 
of Fleetwood, Buss and Anns, Gray’s Inn, WC1, as 
quantity surveyors for the proposed modernisation of 
the kitchen at St. Stephen’s Hospital is recommended 
for the approval of the South West Metropolitan 
Regional Hospital Board. 

Hendon.—SECONDARY MODERN ScHOOL.—Middlesex 
CC is recommended to approve the erection of the 
proposed Moat Mount secondary modern school at an 
estimated cost of £208,455, which is included in the 
1954-55 building programme. The scheme includes 
a main teaching block of two storeys containing class- 
rooms, laboratories, geography, library, art and craft 
Craft, work, and practical drawing rooms will 
be in separate self-contained units linked with main 
building. The entrance hall, assembly hall, and music 
room are planned as a group, changing rooms and 
gymnasium to serve both. A canteen kitchen and a 


schoolkeeper’s house will be provided, and net teach- 
ing floor area comprises 26,680 sq. ft. 
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Heston and Isleworth.—Day SpeciaAL ScHooL.—CC 
is recommended to authorise the adaptation of accom- 
modation at Hounslow Heath School for use as a day 
special school for physically handicapped pupils, at an 
estimated cost of £7,450. 

Hornchurch.—SwiMMING BaTH.—Loan sanction for 
the borrowing of £156,500 for the construction of the 
first stage of a proposed swimming bath at Harrow 
Lodge Park is being sought by UDC. 

Isleworth.—TRAINING COLLEGE.—M of E have made 
provision in 1955-56 building programme for works on 
the final development of the Trent Park Training 
College for Teachers at an estimated cost of £208,500. 

Kingsbury.—Day SpeciaL ScHoo..—CC propose that 
the erection of a day special school for 200 pupils be 
undertaken in the 1955-56 building programme at an 
approximate cost of £60,000. 

Middlesex.—PrIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS.— 
Upon application by CC, M of E has stated that they 
are prepared to include the following projects in the 
approved programme for 1955-56: 

Rowantree secondary modern school, Edmonton 
(instalment of four-form entry mixed); Manor Farm 
primary school, Enfield (one-form entry junior and 
infants); Stanmore primary school, Harrow (instal- 
ment); Headstone secondary modern school, Harrow 
(instalment of permanent extensions); Springwell junior 
school, Heston and Isleworth (two-form entry junior); 
Alexandra Park secondary modern school, Hornsey 
(four-form entry); St. Andrew’s CE primary school, 
Southgate (extension to junior mixed and infants); 
Whitton secondary modern school, Twickenham (four- 
form entry mixed); Crest Road secondary modern girls’ 
school, Willesden (four-form entry); Convent of Jesus 
and Mary, Willesden (extension and reorganisation); 
Joel-st. secondary grammar girls’ school, Ruislip- 
Northwood (three-form entry); North Hyde secondary 
modern boys’ school, Southall (four-form entry); and 
Wood Green secondary modern school (four-form 
entry mixed). 

The value of this programme is 
£1,784,935. 

Middlesex.—RESERVE ProjEcTS.—The following pro- 
jects have been accepted as the first part of a reserve 
list for 1956-57 programme: Selborne secondary modern 
school, Ealing (four-form entry); Enfield RC secondary 
modern school (two-form entry instalment); Ickenham 
secondary grammar school, Uxbridge (four-form entry 
mixed). The remaining part of the reserve list has 
yet to be settled. If any projects can be brought to 
tender stage before March 31, 1956, M of E will con- 
sider allowing work to start before beginning of 1956-57 
financial year. 

Middlesex.—BUILDING PROGRAMMES.—M of E have 
approved amendments to the 1953-54 and 1954-55 
major building programmes as follows:— 

The 1954-55 programme will now include the Enfield 
grammar school gymnasium; the two-form entry instal- 
ment of the Harlesden secondary modern RC school, 
Willesden; and the final instalment of the Staveley-rd. 
secondary modern boys’ school at Brentford. 

The 1955-56 programme will include the first instal- 
ment of permanent extensions to Headstone secondary 
modern school at Harrow; four-form entry scheme for 
Whitton secondary modern school at Twickenham; 
and a scheme for new secondary modern school (substi- 
tuted for the North Hyde primary school scheme, 
Southall). 

Proposals for extensions to Tollington secondary 
grammar scheol, Hornsey, have been withdrawn and a 
scheme for a new four-form entry school substituted. 

Orpington.—House Extension.—Proposals for the 
extension of Lubbock House to provide accommoda- 
tion for 42 residents are recommended for CC’s 
approval. The estimated cost of the scheme is 
£17,875. 

Southgate.—Day SpeciaL ScHooL.—The erection of 
a day special school for about 150 pupils at a cost of 
£45,000 be included as a reserve project in the 1955-56 
— programme is proposed by Middlesex Ed. 

‘om. 

Twickenham.—TECHNICAL COLLEGE.—The project 
for the erection of extensions to the engineering, build- 
ing and science sections of Twickenham Technical 
College at an estimated cost of £195,400 has been 
approved by M of E for inclusion in the 1955-56 
building programme. 

Uxbridge.—TecuNIcAL_CoLLEGE.—M of E is con- 
sidering inclusion in 1955-56 building programme of 
the first phase of Uxbridge Technical College, in- 
cluding laboratories, drawing offices, workshops, class- 
rooms, lecture rooms, etc. 

Woolwich.—ConveRSION SCHEMES.—The appoint- 
ment of R. T. Dadson, 43, Doughty-st., WC1, as 
quantity surveyor in connection with the conversion 
schemes for the third floor and ground floor of Ravens- 
bourne House has been recommended to BC for their 
approval. 

Yeading.—Civit DEFENCE CENTRE.—Middlesex CC 
have approved plans for the construction of a Civil 
Defence rescue training ground at Clayton-rd., in- 
cluding lecture rooms, mess hall and washing facilities 
and garage, at an estimated cost of £18,140. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashton-in-Makerfield.—_UDC propose 
houses on Bolton-rd. estate, £33,376 est. 

Belper.—RDC propose erection of 60 houses off 
New Zealand-la., Duffield. 

Bingley.—UDC propose erection of 10 ground-floor 
flats with maisonettes over at York-st. 

Birmingham.—Birmingham & Midland Motor Omni- 
bus Co., Ltd., propose new garages at Stafford, South 
Wigston, nr. Leicester, and Leamington Spa; exten- 
sions to garages at Tamworth, Bromsgrove, Here- 
ford, Shrewsbury and Ludlow; reconstruction of the 


approximately 


further 26 


THE BUILDER 


garage at Stourbridge to incorporate covered bus stn. 

Bishop Auckland.—UDC approved proposal by s, 
J. Ford, for erection of 200-300 houses at Witton Park. 

Blyth.—TC approved layout plan to build 252 
houses on 15-acre site.—Application to _be made: to 
Ministry to build 118 terraced houses. Plans by BE, 
D. W. Foster. d y 

Calcheth (nr. Warrington).—Liverpool Reg. Hospital 
Brd. propose major development at Newchurch 
Hospital, £358,000 est. , 

Cumberland.—EC propose additional classrooms at 
Distington, Egremont, Whitehaven, Maryport, 
Carleton, Silloth and Thursby, £43,000 est. 

Denbigh.—Reg. Hospital Brd. propose new nurses’ 
home at Denbighshire Infirmary, Denbigh, £38.748 
est.; adaptations to Pier Hotel, Rhyl, to form nurses’ 
training sch. and home, £11,269 est. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Sketch plans by Cty. Plan. 
Officer for third stage of Leam-la. development scheme 
approved by UDC, which includes 477 houses, public- 
house, nursery sch., and RC jun. and inf. schs. _ Esti- 
mates being prepared for erection by direct labour of 
another 60 houses south of Meresyde.—Cadbury 
Bros., Ltd., to purchase three acres of land at Felling 
Shore for proposed distribution depot.—Arthur & 
Kirkup, 13, Swinburne-st., Gateshead, architects for 
proposed additions to Stone-st. Methodist Church, to 
include three classrooms, stage and cloakrooms. 

Jarrow.—TC prepared plans by their S, H. T. Per- 
kins, for clearance scheme and building of 2,500 
houses. 

Kirkcaldy (Fifeshire).—Sanger & Rothwell, York- 
shire-st., Oldham, appointed architects for erection of 
crematorium at Dunnikier Park, for Royal Burgh of 
Kirkcaldy, £63,000 est. 

Liverpool.—Waygood Otis. Ltd., Falmouth-rd., 
SE1, propose erection of factory at Kirkby Industrial 
Estate. Architects, Elliott Cox & Partners, 172, 
Buckingham Palace-rd.. SWI]. 

Manchester.—Manchester United Hospital Brd. pro- 
pose reconstruction of north wing of main_ kitchen 
at Manchester Royal Infirmary, Oxford-rd., Chorlton- 
on-Medlock. Architects, T. Worthington & Sons, 178, 
Oxford-rd., | Manchester.—Trustees of Ladybarn 
Methodist Church propose erection of church hall and 
classrooms at rear of church at Ladybarn-la., Head- 
ingley-rd. and Kingswood-rd., Fallowfield. Archi- 
tects, J. C. Prestwich & Sons, Bradshawgate-chbrs., 
Leigh, Lancs.—John Noble, Ltd., Brook-st., Wood- 
st. and Mount-st., Chorlton-on-Medlock. propose four- 
storey extension to warehouse and offices. Architects, 
Cruickshank & Seward. 196, Deansgate, Manchester.— 
A. R. Anderson & Co., Ltd., Manchester, propose 
erection of factory and offices at Shentonfield-rd., 
Northenden. Plans by S. M. Arnfield, 1, Cranston- 
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TERRAZZO TILING 


IN-SITU & PRE-CAST 
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ALL OTHER TYPES OF 
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dr., Sale-—TC approved erection of motor body 
building workshop at Fairfield-st., Ardwick, for §, 
Burrows. Plans by William Asquith, 1, Hardon-gr,, 
Longsight. 

Middlesbrough.—TC to let contracts for erection of 
40 houses at Park End and four shops and two flats at 
Pallister Park. Boro’ E, J. A. Kenyon, Municipal- 
bldgs.—Selected number of contractors to be asked by 
TC to tender for work of converting Trinity Hal} 
into civic restaurant, cost between £20,000 and 
£30,000.—Accident wing proposed at Middlesbrough 
Gen. Hospital, for Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd, 
Work will not be proceeded with immediately. 

Neston.—UDC approved in principle layout for 9 
flats and 153 cottages on lower part of Liverpool-rd, 
and Raby-rd. site. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Thomas Hedley & Co., Ltd., 
detergent manufacturers, etc., City-rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, plan erection of another factory. Site about 
15 miles from Newcastle may be decided upon. Firm 
have their own architects’ dept.—EC received Min, 
approval to addition of nearly £350,000 to next year’s 
building programme, which will enable EC to build 
seven-storey block at Rutherford Technology College, 
—Plans for 117 more council houses at Fawdon 
approved. G. Kenyon, City A, 18, Cloth-market, 
Newcastle.—Stephenson & illis, Saville-chbrs,, 
North-st., had plans approved for bank, five shops 
and flats in Benton-rd., for W. Smelt.—City Trade 
& Commerce Com. to consider plans for speeding 
up extension to the Corporation Quay, est. cost 
£500,000. Parliamentary sanction for extension of 
680 ft. received. City E, Percy Parr.—Funds being 
raised for proposed additions to Brunswick Church 
sch., cost about £15,000. No plans yet prepared, 
Architect, William Stockdale, 73, Howard-st., North 
Shields.—Extensions to include offices and laborator 
to be built at St. John’s Works of George Angus 
Co., Ltd. Architects, Spence & Price. St. Mary’s- 
pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Parkers Burslem Brewery 
Co., Ltd., Stoke-on-Trent, propose erection of public. 
house at Seabridge-la., Clayton. Architects, Hulme & 
— District Bank-chbrs., Tunstall, Stoke-on- 

rent. 

North Riding.—CC to spend £36,520 on construe 
tion of new bridge at Kilton Mill.—CC seek loan 
sanction for following:—£27,070 for purchase and 
additions to ‘‘ The Gables’’ old people’s home at 
Redcar; £12,930 for additions to Quarry Hills House, 
Leyburn; £53,230 for new Scarborough Eastfield cty, 
prim. sch.; £14,000 for prim. sch. at Leeming RAF 
stn.—CC to obtain site at Bedale Hall, Bedale, for 
new fire stn.—Sanction sought for new fire stn. at 
Hill House estate, Richmond, to cost £18.615. Plans 
by Cty. S, Northallerton. 

Radcliffe.—Sweetule Products, Ltd., Church-st., pro- 
pose erection of new factory and offices at Allens 
Green. 

Rubery.—Birmingham TC approved lavout for pro- 
posed 100 house owner occupier estate at Valley Farm. 

Rugby.—RDC to invite tenders for 10 houses at 
Churchover; six at Birdingbury; eight at Brandon; four 
at Clifton-upon-Dunsmore: three at Cosford: six at 
Frankton: 14 at Newton and 14 at Willoughby. 

Scarborough.—Trustees of Scarborough Municipal 
Charities propose rebuilding of aged persons’ dwell- 
ings at Hoxton-rd. Plans by BE. H. V. Overfield. 

Sedgley.—Cinema Accessories, Ltd., 6, Corporation- 
st., Birmingham, propose erection of shops at Etty- 
more-rd. 

_ South Shields.—Corp. approved building of 20 addi- 
tional chalets on south foreshore. Plans by BE, J. 
Reid.—Corp. granted building licences for 50 houses 
to William Leech (Builders), Ltd., Clayton-st., New 
castle-on-Tyne.—Corp. propose to convert residence 
in —— into children’s home. Plans by BE, 

. Reid. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—UDC approved outline pro- 
posal for Methodist Church at South Stanley.—New- 
castle Breweries, Ltd., Haymarket, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. to negotiate for site in Tees-cres., South Stan 
ley, for erection of licensed premises. 

Staveley.—Staveley Iron & Chemical Co., Ltd, 
propose construction of 36 houses at Woodcourt, 
Hollingwood. 

Stockport.—TC propose 12 single persons’ flats op 
Walnut Tree estate. Approved plans: Industrial build- 
ing off Buxton-rd., for Slumberland (Research), Ltd. 
547, Buxton-rd., Great Moor: redevelopment 
Unicorn Brewery at Lower Hillgate, for Frederick 
Robinson, Ltd.; rebuilding of ‘‘ Old Ram’s Head.” 
Higher Hillgate, for Wilson’s Brewery, Ltd., Mat- 
chester. ‘ 

Stockton-on-Tees.—M. Gatoff, 51, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, prepared plans for additional 
storey in High-st., for Wilsons (Stockton), Ltd— 
G. P. Stainsby, 57, High-st., architect for warehouse 
and office in Tynedale-ter., for Jarman & Flint, Ltd., 
West-row.—BC to build public library in propos 
shopping centre in Redhill-rd. Plans by Boro’ A, T. 
Hartley. ’ 

Stockton-on-Tees.—BC to start in autumn with 
erection of new municipal buildings on site of, cattle 
market (to be removed to another site). Public hall 
included in scheme. BC approved plans by Boro’ A, 
T. Hartley. 

Stone.—RDC propose erection of 118 houses st 
Blythe Bridge. 

Stourbridge.—YWCA propose early start on ¢fe 
tion of hall. Architects, H. J. Folkes, Stourbridge, 
and G. F. Webb, Dudley. 

Sunderland.—TC to proceed this year with building 
of health centre to serve four estates. Approval ft 
ceived to expenditure of £58,574. Plans by BA. 


Thornaby-on-Tees.—CWS Architects’ Dept., % 
Westmorland-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, prepared plans 


Grainger-st., 
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for shops en Lanehouse-rd. estate, for Stockton Co- 


, S0C., } 

PWakefield.—TC to negotiate contracts for erection 
of 134 houses. Seek approval for erection of build- 
jng centre at Thorne Park. 

Warrington.—Warrington Co-op. Soc., Lid., 15, 
Cairo-st., propose erection of shops on Dallam Farm 
estate. Plans by CWS Architects’ Dept., Balloon-st., 
Manchester. 

Washington (Durham).—UDC S, to report on plans 
for swimming baths. Council approved layout plans 
by S, for Coach-rd. site and approval of Cty. Plan. 
Officer is sought.—Loan sanction sought for £44,173 
for improvements to 107 houses at Usworth.—NCB 
to extend their offices at Usworth Hall, and plans by 
Board’s Architects’ Dept., Ashfield Towers, Gosforth, 
have been approved.—UDC to develop Great Usworth 
area to build 600 houses, sch., church, shops and 
eommunity hall. Houses and shops will be built in 
next four years.—UDC received inquiry from Bertram 
Sandhurst, property consultant, 3, Clifford-st., Lon- 
don, Wi, regarding availability of local sites for 
shopping centres. ; : 

Woking.—South West Metropolitan Regional Hos- 
pital Board have been asked to approve the appoint- 
ment of John W. Poltock, 29, Sackville-st., W1, as 
architect, and Cyril E. Kenney & Ptnrs., 36, Glouces- 
ter-pl., WI, as quantity surveyors in connection with 
a proposed scheme for the erection of an out-patient 
department at Woking Victoria Hospital. 

Wolverhampton.—TC approved plans for erection of 
shops and offices at Snow Hill, for Whitehead Bros. 
(Wolverhampton), Ltd. Architects, Johnson & Giles, 
12, New-rd., Willenhall, Staffs. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

@ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Barrow-in-Furness.—107 dwellings on Abbotsmead 
housing estate (section 2), for TC. BE&S: *Corpora- 
tion Direct Labour Building Department, Salthouse- 
d., Barrow-in-Furness, £141,894. 

Bellshill.—-Erection of Catholic sch. at the Orbiston 
housing site, for Lanarkshire CC. Gillespie, Kidd & 
Coia (F&A), architects, Wellington-chbrs., Waterloo- 
st., Glasgow. Excavation, brick, building and allied 
works: *William Purdie & Co., Ltd., Coatbridge, 
£27,560. Carpentry, joinery, ironmongery and allied 
works: *William Bain & Co., Ltd., Lochrin Iron 
Works, Coatbridge, £13,289. Plumbing, lathing and 
allied works: *Kennedy & Bain, Ltd., 10, West Camp- 
bell-st., Glasgow, £7,069. Plaster, lathing, cement and 
allied works: *William Watt & Sons, Ltd., 499, Main- 
st., Coatbridge, £1,020. Electrical fittings, installa- 
tion and allied works: *Campbell & Douglas & Co., 
Ltd., 205, Buchanan-st., Glasgow, £894. 

Belper.—Erection of 18 houses at Coast Hill-la. site, 
Crich, for RDC: *Ripleys, Ltd., Ripley. 

Birmingham.—Works for City C:—Nine 
and 12 flats at  Brandwood Park 
*Mackee & Rodway (Suburbia), Ltd., £38,970; 
six shows and seven flats at Great Francis-st.: 
*W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., £21,200; 
24 flats at Bordesley Green East: *C. Bryant 
& Sons, Ltd., £32,020; four flats at Shaftmoor-la., 
Hall Green: *Sargent Bros., £5,942; two houses at 
Bromford-la., Erdington: *Sargent Bros., £3,090; 
houses and flats at Warstock-la., Yardley Wood: 
‘Gilligan Bros., £13,653; 90 flats at Duddeston and 
Nechells redevelopment area (Unit No. 4); *Goodway 
(Bldrs.), Ltd., £130,016; 15 flats at Broom Hall estate: 
*Morris & Jacombs, Ltd., £21,435; 68 four-storey 
maisonettes at Duddeston and Nechells redevelopment 
area (Unit No. 6): *H. Edmunds & ons, £126,593. 

Birmingham.—Construction of superstructure at 
Turves Green girls’ mod. sch., for EC: *Hills (West 
Bromwich), Ltd., Albion-rd., West Bromwich, £13,677. 
Building work: *J. A. Brazier, Ltd., 170, Worcester- 
td., Bromsgrove, £15,624. 

Blyth.—Erection of Customs waterguard watch house 
at South Harbour. tor Blyth Harbour Commissioners. 
Architects, L. J. Couves & Partners, Carliol House, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: *J. E. Dover, Croft-rd., Blyth. 

Iton.—Erection of new garage and office at Can- 
non-st., for Wm. Allen (Bolton), Ltd.: *J. Brown & 
Son (Bolton), Ltd., 21, Park-rd., Bolton. Extensions 
to the Pack Horse Hotel, Nelson-sq., for Magee Mar- 
shall & Co., Ltd., Crown Brewery, Bolton: *Wm. 
Townson & Sons, Ltd., Higher Swan-la., Bolton. 

Bootle.—Erection of 106 dwellings at Netherton 
estate, for TC: *Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., 
Liverpool. 

Bowburn (Co. Durham).—Erection of new premises, 
for Sherburn Hill Co-op. Soc., Ltd., Sherburn Hill. 
Plans by CWS Architects’ Dept., 90, Westmorland-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: *R. Matthews & Co., Villiers-st., 
Sunderland, £38,000. 

ield.—16 houses at Parsons Clough estate, for 

: *Howarth Bros. (Colne), Ltd., Colne, Lancs. 
Ticrentry.—Erection of new RC sch. at Tile Hill-la., 

ile Hill: *G. W. Deeley, Ltd., Avon-st., Coventry. 
Woumberland.—Erection of sch. at Annie Pit-la., 
Orkington, for CC. Cty. A. J. H. Haughan, Port- 
ree Carlisle: *John Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., 
arlisle, 

Denbighs.—Erection of police stn., inspectors’ and 
Caeeants houses at Abergele, for CC: ones, 

ompton House Yard, Abergele, £19,509. 
Plath Kilbride.—Erection of Catholic sec. sch. at the 
J Warm housing site, for Lanarkshire CC. William 
Wish. © Education Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell- 

aw: *Alexander A. Stuart & Sons (Glasgow), Ltd., 


shops 
estate: 
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2275, London-rd., Mount Vernon, Glasgow, £47,845. 

Elham.—Erection of 30 houses and six two-storey 
flats at Hawkinge, for RDC: *William Dunk, Ltd., 
Folkestone, £57,462. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Erection of 120 ‘* No 
Fines ’’’ houses, for UDC. Morton, Housing 
Officer: *G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orchard House, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, £157,876. 

Gateshead.—Work is in hand reconstructing St. 
Wilfrid’s RC Church, Sunderland-rd., for the Rev. 
Moloney. Architect, Robert Burke, Lambton-rd., 
Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Thomas Curry & Sons, 
Meldon-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Glasgow.—Corp. has had plans prepared and 
approved for shops, houses ‘and maisonettes to be 
erected at the Eastwood housing district. Archibald 
G. Jury (F), architect, Housing Offices, The Tron- 
gate, Glasgow: *Robert W. Stewart & Co., Ltd., 19, 
St. Enoch’s-sq., Glasgow, £20,923. 

Liverpool.—Phase 2 of adaptation works at Park 
Hospital, for Reg. Hospital Brd.: *F. C. Bloomfield 
& Co., Ltd., 71, Almonds-gr., Liverpool 12, £26,997. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Contracts placed bv 
Metropolitan Police:— 

Alterations, etc., at Sutton police stn.: *H. E. Day 
(Croydon), Ltd., £2,632. Internal redecorations and 
repairs at Stoke Newington police stn. and section 
house: *James Thomas & Sons, £1,137. External 
painting and repairs at Greenford police stn.: *Venn 
Bros. (Contractors), Ltd., £559 

placed by MOW 


(London (MOW).—Contracts 
during fortnight ending June 12:— 

London: Admiralty, Whitehall, SW1, internal decora- 
tions to West Block, The South London Decorators, 
Ltd., 9, Streatham High-rd., London, SW16; Royal 
Courts of Justice, London, WC2, internal painting, 
polishing and cleaning, L. H. Hubble, Ltd., 38a, High- 
st., Ealing, London, W5. Berkshire: MOW Housing 
Site, Calcot-row, Reading, 154 Easiform houses and 
external works, John Laing & Son, Ltd., Mill Hill, 
London, NW7. Devonshire: Courtlands Cross, Lymp- 
stone, South Devon, erection of 38 ratings’ houses and 
external works, The Exeter Building Contractors, Ltd., 
14, Dix’s Field, Exeter. Glamorganshire: HPO, 
Westgate-st., Cardiff, internal and external repainting, 
Ww. Brooker, Ltd., 55, Grosvenor-st., Canton, 
Cardiff. 


Gloucestershire: Cheltenham, Gloucester, erection 
of telephone repeater station, A. C. Billings & Sons, 
Ltd., 54, Winchcombe-st., Cheltenham. Lancashire: 
PO Sorting Office, Chaucer-st., Oldham, internal 
decorations, Arthur Lord & Sons (Rochdale), Ltd., 
240, Spotland-rd., Rochdale. Lincolnshire: Relief TE, 
Rumbold-st., Lincoln, extension, Hamiltons Builders 
(Lincoln), Ltd., 121, Bunkers-hill, Wragby-rd., Lin- 
coln. Montgomeryshire: PO unattended TE, Welsh- 
pool. Montgomery, erection and completion, R. W. 
Naylor, Ltd., Soho Pool Wharf, Hockley, Birming- 
ham, 18. Norfolk: HPO, Baxters Plain, King’s Lynn, 
Norfolk, extension of premises, B. Stokeley, Rose- 
gdns., Eastfield, Peterborough. Perthshire: Stobhall 
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Castle, Perthshire, alterations and additions to Dower 
House and farm buildings, M. Kerrigan & Son, 
45-47, Canal-st., Perth. Shropshire: Ministry of Food 
Cold Store, Harlescott, Shrewsbury, asphalte roofing, 
The Faldo Asphalte Co., Ltd., 175, Hockley-hill, 
Birmingham, 18. Somersetshire: MNI, Street, Somer- 
set, erection of new office building, J. F. Gamble & 
Sons (New Forest), Ltd., Priory-rd., Wells, Somerset. 

Staffordshire: PO Central Repair Depot Coseley, 
Staffs, alterations and adaptations, H. J. Amies & 
Sons (Builders), Ltd., Melbourne-st., Wolverhampton; 
County Court, Walsall, rebuilding of boundary wall, 
F. & E. V. Linford, Ltd., Park-rd., Cannock, Staffs. 
Suffolk: Blythburgh, Suffolk, erection of telephone 
repeater station (Type R3), D. Leighton & Son, Ltd., 
Belvedere-rd., Suffolk; Grand Hotel, Lowestoft, con- 
version to laboratories and offices, R. G. Carter, Ltd., 
Morleys-alley, George-st., Great Yarmouth. Surrey: 
MAF Veterinary Research Laboratory, Weybridge, 
Surrey, erection of therapeutic.substances laboratory, 
Lavender McMillan, Ltd., 54, Cheam Common-rd., 
Worcester Park, Surrey. Worcestershire: TOB War 
Office, Droitwich, Worcester, external decorations to 
blocks A, B, E and canteen, G. Harrison & Son 
(Builders), Ltd., 130, Worcester-rd., Droitwich. York- 
shire: MOS Depot, Yeadon, Yorkshire, internal paint- 
ing, Wetheralds, Ltd., 102, Kirkstall-rd., Leeds. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
WD during week ended June 5:— 

Yorkshire: Painting and decorating, Topham Bros,, 
Ltd., Harrogate. Kent: Reslating, James Geo. Tux- 
ford, Woolwich, SE18. London: Miscellaneous, 
G. H. Miller’ & Co., Ltd.,. London, E7. Essex: 
Building work, E. A. Coryn & Son, Hornchurch. 


Warwickshire: Renewal of water main, J. F. Booth 
& Son, Ltd., Banbury. Shropshire: Road repairs, 
Constable Hart & Co., Ltd., Derby. Perthshire: 
Hutting repairs, Dunbar & Cook, Perth, Roxburgh- 
aeird Road repairs, MacAsphalting Co., Ltd., 
aisley. 


Manchester.—Construction of a loading bay to fac- 
tory at Moston Works, St. Mary’s-rd., Moston, for 
Ferranti, Ltd.: *Direct Labour. 

MCC.—Erection of an assembly hall at the Grange 
sec. mod. girls’ sch.: {Sherman & Co. (Ealing), Ltd., 
£6,981. (Amended figure. Subject to MOE approval.) 
Erection of the Hendon, Spur-rd. proposed sec. mod. 
sch.: {Thomas & Edge, Ltd., £191,565. (Amended 
figure. Subject to MOE approval.) 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of 24 houses on the Park 
End housing site, for TC. BE, J. A. Kenyon: *G. 
Wilmhurst, Gipsy-la., Marton (10); *J. C. Mitchell, 
Dixons Bank, Middlesbrough (14). 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of two 40 bed villas at 
St. Luke’s Hospital, for Newcastle Hospital Brd., 


** Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. P. H. 
Knighton, MBE, ARIBA, Board’s Chief A: *John 
on Ltd., North Ormesby, Middlesbrough, 


Middlesbrough.—Erection of old people’s hostel on 
the Thorntree estate, for TC. » J. A. Kenyon: 
*T. Pearson & Son, 7, Borough-rd. West, Middles- 
brough, £36,527. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of six houses in St. Paul‘s- 
rd., for TC: *T. B. Pearson, Ltd., Wharf-st., Stock- 
ton-on-Tees, £8,663. . 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of 12 houses in Glenfield- 
ck. Wt wea, ee enyon, BE: *W. E. Price, 
Middlesbrough, £19,971. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations and new front at 
120, Northumberland-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for W. 
Cooper, butcher: *J. White, Ltd., Team Valley Trad- 
ing estate, Gateshead. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Site and foundation works for 
proposed Stella West substation, for the British Elec- 
tricity Authority: *Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons, Ltd., 
Star-bldgs., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 202 ‘‘ Unity’”’ 
houses on the Fawdon housing estate, for City C. 
George Kenyon, City A, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle: 
*R. Bowey & Son, 34, Great North-rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, £290,192. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Construction of transfer foad- 
ing depot at Benwell destructor. for the City C. 4 
Parr, City E: *Harbour & General Works, Ltd., 
Howdon-on-Tyne, £8,830. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 215 houses and 
roads and sewers on the Fawdon housing estate, for 
City C. City A, George Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, 
Newcastle: *Wimpey & Co.,Ltd., Orchard House, 
Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne, £365,952. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Construction of an addi- 
tional storey to premises at. Chesterton, for J. T. 
Price & Co., Ltd., Chesterton: *P. Bailey & Co., Ltd., 
Hanford, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Naneaton.—Erection of following, for TC:—107 
houses at Camp Hill site: *Coltman & Son, 57, Castle- 
st., Coventry, £136,042. 66:houses at Camp Hill site: 
*F. H. Pallett, Ltd., 96, Dugdale-st., Nuneaton, 
£83,940. Seven houses at Hill Top estate: *W. A. 
Taberer & Co., Marlborough-rd., Nuneaton, £8,949. 

Oswestry.—Construction of new Council Chamber 
and alterations to existing offices, for RDC: *Jones 
Bros., Weston Rhyn, Oswestry, £11,110. 

Penrith.—Erection of a new clinic, for Cumberland 
co: ® Reay, Brent House, Fell-la., Penrith, 
£7,880. 

Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.—Con- 
tracts placed between April 22 and May 19:— 

Site Servicing. 

Belmont-rd., Ayr (200 Trad.), Town Council, Ayr, 
treating open spaces. Mains of Fintry, Dundee (210 
No-Fines and No-Fines), Dundee Corporation 
Waterworks, 1, Shkore-ter., Dundee, water piping ser- 
vice connections. Armadale, Robert Anderson, 100, 
South-st., Armadale, footpaths. 
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House Erection. 
Livingston Stn. (4 Trad.), W. G. Walker & Sons, 
Duff-st., Edinburgh, floor finish. Coalburn (48 Orlit), 
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The Scottish Orlit Co., Edinburgh, all trades. Glen- 
trool, Kirkcudbright (46 Hall), Barnet & Morton, 
High-st., Kirkcaldy, fencing. Northfield, Aberdeen 
(60 No-Fines), Jas. Miller & Partners, 18-20, George- 
st., Edinburgh, all trades. Mains of Fintry, Dundee 
(54 No-Fines), Scottish Gas Brd., 50, East Dock-st., 
Dundee, gas. Haldane (120 Weir), Weir Housing 
Corp., Calder-st., Coatbridge, all trades. Whitburn 
(36 Unitroy), Unitroy, Ltd., 31-33, High Holborn, 
London, all trades. Kildare, Lanark (60 Stuart), 
Stuart & Sons, Ltd., 7, Fitzroy-pl., Glasgow, all trades. 
Mitchell Drive, Rutherglen (24 Trad.), Wm. Pren- 
tice & Sons, Caledonian Works, Larkhall, 


handrails. 

Bellsmyre, Dumbarton (56 No-Fines), Blackburn 
(Dumbarton), Ltd., Dumbarton, all trades. White- 
side, West Lothian (72 Dunedin), Barnet & Morton, 
Kirkcaldy, boundary fencing. Aberfoyle (31 Trad.), 
Barnet & Morton, Kirkcaldy, front fencing. Delphwood 
(6 Trad.), Scottish Speedwell Co., Glasgow, floor 
finishing, Haldane (174 No-Fines), Durastic, Ltd., 110, 
John-st., Glasgow, Cl, asphalt on balconies. Mains of 
Fintry, Dundee (386 No-Fines), North of Scotland 
Hydro Electric Brd., Edinburgh, electric. The Fleurs, 
Forres (98 Dunedin), Mastrick, Aberdeen (100 Dune- 
din) and Penicuik (110 Dunedin), Barnet & Morton, 
Kirkcaldy, fencing. Gourock (120 Miller), D. 
McEwing & Sons, Ltd., 15, Inverkip-st., Greenock, 


screen wall, 

Forehill-rd., Ayr (62 Trad.), Barnet & Morton, 
Kirkcaldy, fencing. Cadder-rd., Glasgow (22 Trad., 
280 No-Fines), SW Scotland Electricity Brd., Glasgow, 
electric. Delphwood (6 Trad.), Scottish Gas Brd., 
Alloa, gas. Forres (98 Trad.), Alex. Hall & Son, Ltd., 
Granitehill-rd., Aberdeen, all trades. Brodick, Arran 
(1 Trad.), Crawford & Barbour, Lamlash, Arran, elec- 
tric. Pennyfern, Greenock (144 Lawrence), Barnet 
& Morton, Kirkcaldy, front and divisional fencing. 
Dovecroft. Kirkcudbright (18 Dunedin), Jas. Laidlaw 
& Son, Rutherglen, all trades. Sighthill, Edinburgh 
(i8 Trad.), T. & J. W. Neilson, Ltd., 192-4, Morri- 
son-st., Edinburgh, wall and cell filling. 

Burnfoot, Hawick (16 Trad.), Durastic, Ltd., Glas- 
gow, floor. Dunkeld (4 Trad. reconstruction), Mackay 
Decor., Ltd., 18, Main-st., Perth, paint. Forehill-rd., 
Ayr (62 Trad.), J. N. McIntosh, 34, Bellrock-ave., 
Prestwick, electric. Kirkhall, Ardrossan (50), SW 
Scotland Electricity Brd., Kilmarnock, electric. Bells- 
myre, Dumbarton (234 Wimpey), Barnet & Morton, 
Kirkcaldy, fencing. Pennyfern, Greenock (108 Law- 
rence), John Kerr & Wm. Kerr, Virginia-st., Greenock, 
background heating. Sighthill, Edinburgh (1 timber), 


house 
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W. G. Walker & Son, Duff-st., Edinburgh, roo¢ 
covering. 
Work undertaken by Direct Labour SSHA Organj. 

sation:— 
Site Servicing. 

Arden, Glasgow, 1,300 No-Fines. Mains of Fintry 
Dundee, 54 No-Fines._ Larkfield, Greenock, road guy. 
facing. Mains of Fintry, Dundee, 72 No-Fing 
Currie, Midlothian, 88 Cruden. ; 

House Erection. 

Arden, Glasgow, 304 No-Fines, all trades, Balerno 
Midlothian, 44 No-Fines, all trades. Ratho Stn., Mig. 
lothian, 24 No-Fines, all trades. 

Sedgley.—Erection of an administrative block at Gor. 
nall Cemetery, for UDC: *J. Ashmore (Builders), Ltg 
Bromford-la., West Bromwich, £3,714. 

Sheffield.—Rebuilding of a stand at Brambhall-lg 
for Sheffield United Football Club: *Hy. Boot § 
Sons, Ltd., Banner Cross Hall, Eccleshall-rd. Sou, 
Sheffield 11. ‘ 

Shrewsbury.—{a) Six shops with maisonettes over y 
Meadows estate; (b) four houses at Meadows estate: 
(c) three shops with maisonettes over at Springfield 
estate; (d) 84 houses at Mede Brae estate, for BC 
A. T. Morris, AMICE, E&S. Quantities by Henry 
Vale & Sons, Wolverhampton: *M. A. Boswell (Cog. 
tractors), Ltd., School-st., Wolverhampton. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Erection of 12 single persons 
houses and a shop and flat at Newham Grange, for 
TC. Boro’ A, T. C. Hartley, 28, The Square, Stock. 
ton: *Moore & Cartwright, Ltd., High-st., Norton 
£13,090. : 

Sunderland.—Erection of four shops and flats and 
four garages at Thorney-cl. estate: *W. Wigham 
Son, Castletown, £16,272. (Subject to MOH&IG 
approval.) ™ 

Taunton.—Erection in Hamilton-rd., of six flats 
for TC: *W. Potter & Sons, Ltd., Watcombe Hous. 
Taunton, £6,994. F 

Urmston.—Large extensions to works at Barton 
Dock-rd., for Platts (Barton), Ltd.: *J. Gerrard & 
Sons, Ltd., Swinton, nr. Manchester. 

Wakefield.—Erection of 40 single bedroomed fay 
at Eastmoor estate, for TC: *Harlow & Milner, Ltd, 
Warren Yard, Warrengate (in lieu of previous tender), 

Wallasey.—Erection of one three-storey block of 
flats, Church-st./Water-st., for CB. . Boro’ A, Tow 
Hall, Wallasey: *Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., 68, Argylest,, 
Birkenhead. 

Walthamstow.—Ten flats, Greenleaf-rd., for BC. 
F. G. Southgate, ARIBA, MIMunE, AMTPI, AE&s: 
*Building Works Dept., Walthamstow BC, 123, Bille 
rd.. Walthamstow, E17. 

Walthamstow.—18 flats, Brookfield-ave., for BC. 
F. G. Southgate, ARIBA, MIMunE, AMTPI, AE&s: 
*R. Williamson (Builders), Ltd., 305, Romford-rd., 
Forest Gate, E7. 

Workington.—Erection of 50 houses at Salterbeck 
and 90 at Moorclose Valley, for TC. Plans by BE: 
*John Twiname, Ltd., Brigham, Cumberland. 
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